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Q:

This is May 6. Luane Lange here interviewing Don Grant who was Livestock
Superintendent with the College of Agriculture. What years were you there?

A:

c49tough86

Q:

Oh, good. Good, wonderful. Well, let’s start out by telling where you were
born?

A:

Wethersfield, Connecticut along the Connecticut River Valley.

Q:

Were you born in an agricultural area?

A:

No.. well, it was... it was an agricultural area. It was a development when we moved in
in 1934. That area was to. ..you know, developed into a...so I was never really raised
on a farm except my father was a Maniac from Orono, Maine and he was a frustrated
farmer. He was a salesman in Hartford.

Q:

What did he sell?

A:

Coal and oil. (Okay.) And he was bound that I was going to have an agricultural
background. He had a cousin in Thorndike, Maine that had two boys and they were
college age and ready. ..getting ready to go off on the... you know, on their quests. So
they weren’t home to help take care. So he needed some help. from a period from the
time I was eleven years old til the time I was eighteen, seventeen. I worked on the
farm up in Maine. Summers. Used to go up.. .we used to all various modes of

transportation. Take a bus or take a train and they’d meet me in Waterville and then
I’d go over and work at the farm. And this was strictly an old New England farm
where we had.. .we didn’t have a tractor. We had horses, milked fifteen, twenty cows.
Just a really.., a New England farm.

Q:

Did they sell any of their products or did they.. .was it for their own use?

A:

No, they sold the milk. That was their main source of income.

Q:

And twenty cows at that time was...

A:

He was.. .their name was Leonard, he was considered a wealthy, not a wealthy farmer
but a well-to-do person in his community.

Q:

Did you have brothers and sisters?

A:

I had a sister. She’s five years older. She...she was in the Red Cross. Well, she got
affiliated with the Quakers and then her main source of... she’s taught at New Paltz
College over in New York and then she got this job with the Red Cross and worked
twenty, twenty so, I don’t know, twenty-three or four years for the Red Cross and
then retired and she lives in Arlington, Virginia.

Q:

When.. .so when did you decide after your summers on the farm, that you were going
to pursue this in some way personally?

A:

Well, I came... I.. .1 was of course, for financial reasons, my parents weren’t extremely
wealthy but they paid for my sister’s education. She’s a graduate of Colby College in
Maine. And of course, they were willing to pay for my education but I... I still had
a.. .you know, I really, really enjoyed agriculture so I just decided that I was coming to
UConn. And I came to UConn as a four year student and I...

Q:

And what year would that have been?

A:

Now that was in ‘44.

Q:

As a student, okay.

A:

And I got up here and I met a few folks from... fellas from.. .that were in the two year
school. So that appealed to me a lot more. It was supposedly a vocational type of
thing... education. Appealed to me at that point more than English and Chemistry. So,
I.. .1 enrolled in the.. .1 went over to Dean Young and he said, “No, you.. .not only .this
is something you want to consider seriously ‘cause” he says. But he says, “If you
want to do this, you go ahead, you.. .you know, you’re free to do it and have my
blessings. I spent one year in the two-year school and then I really, I changed my
whole thought on this education thing and went back to the four-year school and got a
..

Master’s. I graduated from UConn in ‘4$...’49 because I had a missed that year. I
didn’t get.. .1 got some credits but not many. And then I.. .let’s see, I got my Master’s
degree after we.. .well, we had some kids. I went.. .1 went back to school and got a
Master’s degree in Animal Science or Animal Breeding. So, that’s.. that’s how I got
educated.

Q:

Okay. So then did you... did you go.. .you stayed at UConn then or did you go away
and come back?

A:

No, I... I stayed at UConn. Well, I went a way for two years in the Army. That was
during the Korean War and Jane went home to live with her parents. We lived up in a
little house.. oh, it’s up there by the poultry buildings and we had a little house up
there. When I went in the Army, they were drafting people and I... and I was in the
Reserves anyway and I just missed the last.. last draft in World War II ‘cause I was
out here at school. I had gone and I was all set to go in the Army, in from school out
here and.., and I couldn’t pass the physical after I got to New Haven. So I went back
and enrolled in the Reserves and they took me in the Reserves. So then when the
Korean War came along you know, they were always looking to grab, you know. So I
finally told Jane I was going in... .going in and get it over with. So I.. .1 did join up. I
was in while the Korean War was, for about ten months then they.. .they signed a
peace treaty but I stayed in there for two years. I was in the Vet Corp.

Q:

Oh, really.

A:

I really had a great time. Great.

Q:

What does that do in...?

A:

Actually with the Vet Corp., they do run post veterinary offices in some of the bigger
posts or they did at that time. I really haven’t followed in you know, in the past
twenty-five years, thirty years. But, they.. .they’re main.. .main purpose is that
they.. .the Quartermaster Corp purchases all the food and supplies and the Vet Corp.
inspects it... all the food. Not the supplies but what.. .but all the food and perishables is
all under the Vet Corp. after the Quartermaster Corp. buys it. So, you know, when
food is moved from one place to the next, the Veterinary Corp. personnel will inspect
it and be sure.. .be sure it’s properly refrigerated for when it comes into the next post.
It’s a kind of a...it’s inspection. Now I happened to work...I happened to get a
beautiful job in New York City and I spent sixteen months in New York City riding
subways with my briefcase and inspecting food. We’ll go down to fulton Fishmarket
and buy fish. We had just.. .just the New York Area. We didn’t go out into New
Jersey much. Go to bailgames at Yankee Stadium and...

Q:

Where was that food used, that particular...?

A:

MI the posts around New York.

Q:

Okay.

A:

So they had a. ..they had a number of you know, First Army Headquarters was
Governors Island and they had a lot of posts around New York City.

Q:

And do you...do you think you got off into that aspect of the military because of your
background?

A:

Well, we had a sixteen week course at.. .well, when I.. .when I.. .You know, they give
you all the tests and things, see what your aptitude when you go in the Army and
they.. .when they found out I had been working with livestock and had a background in
meats and things like that from school. They shipped me right out to Chicago for a
sixteen-week course and then back to New York.

Q:

Interesting. So then after the service then you came back to UConn. And you’d been
there for two years working before you went in the service or did you go right from
your Bachelor’s Degree?

A:

No, I worked---these dates. I should have Jane here to .but no, she.. let’s see that.
Just ‘round...I went. .1 went in the service in ‘53.

Q:

So between ‘48 and ‘53...

A:

I worked at.. .at the barns at UConn. (Okay.) Now I wasn’t the sup.. .the Livestock
Superintendent then. Up on the hill, the barn up...

Q:

The red barn?

A:

The red barn.

Q:

Jacobsen Barn.

A:

The Jacobsen Barn. That was the sheep barn and the angus barn where they kept the
angus cattle. The angus cattle were in stanchions under the main barn and the dl
that’s fallen off the barn, was the sheep barn.. .was the sheep area. So, I had that barn
and then at Spring Manor... at Spring Hill, you know the isolation farm down there?
That was originally purchased for a sheep farm. It was used... actually the money that
kept.. .that ran the place was dog license money. How that ever came to be, I don’t
know other than some Legislature thought that the dogs were eating all the sheep so
they better pay for some... But they hired.. .they hired a Sheep Extension Specialist
and they purchased the farm down there and they had sheep there. But just.. .but prior
from.. prior to me coming to work, here, that kind of fell apart. The funding fell apart
on the dog licenses.. there wasn’t enough to keep it going so they.. .they converted that

..

to our beef farm. We just ran cows under loose housing down there. But we.. .those
were the Hereford cattle we had at two places.

Q:

So, was there research being done or were they being kept to breed? What were the
Angus and the Herefords. .was there...?
.

A:

Yeah, there wasn’t a lot of..of research, mostly practical production research if
anything. Pasture management. They had a.. .we used to supply animals to the
Agronomy Farm for plot studies and stuff. They’d.. .they’d do you know, plant
different kinds of feed and then put animals on ‘em and see how fast they grew on
different types of feed. You know, it was fairly simple type research. It wasn’t any
earth-shaking project. The biggest probably that.. .1 think that probably the thing that
people would kind of missed it that... and it’s completely gone by the board was that
these flocks and herds were all developed as a source of seed stock for.. .for the
citizenry of Connecticut or of the area whether New England or whatever you want to
say. You see, they.. .there was a big demand for quality livestock and... and it was
these colleges took on the responsibility of...New Hampshire, Maine and all these who
had these flocks and herds to supply you know, stud rams or bulls or boars. And
people.. .and people would come and buy ‘em. They didn’t pay much for ‘em but they
come and buy ‘em from the University.

Q:

They were like auctions?

A:

No. Well, yeah. They.. .they’d participate. We used to participate in all the.. .in the
cattle auctions and sheep auctions. But they were here if people wanted to come and
you know, buy a horse or a.. .for a stud or something. They.. .they could do it.

Q:

How big was the horse business part of college?

A:

Well, Dr. Cowan called me last night and we were talking about this ‘cause we.. .we
had rescued this monument... did you hear about the monument?

Q:

No,nö.

A:

Oh. We’ve got a monument that we’re...we found in the back of a pickup truck going
out of..off the campus. I’d better...I’d better start from the beginning, it’s easier.
They had two fairly famous horses here. One of ..their name was Dragon, Junior and
Lady Wofflngton. They were horses that had a national reputation for.. .for their
showing ability. Jane’s got some pictures of them in there and they...they were here
for.. .we. .we estimated somewhere probably between twenty and twenty-five years,
you know. And they were shown during this period of time that.. .been shown in
Chicago...
.

Q:

These were not race horses, they were...

A:

These are Percheron draft horses.

Q:

Draft horses, okay.

A:

And so they.. they.. .they died on the place. I don’t know whether they were put down
or.. but they.. .they lived their life and were retired and were put down and they were
buried right up in front of the.. .the Roy Jones Building. If you notice, there’s a
retaining wall that’s set.. .that goes in there right in the front. And there used to be a
big old horse barn there. I mean this is a huge thing like four stories high and box
stalls in the bottom, storage on the second floor and then they had elevators in the
barn. They used to store carriages up on the top floors. I’ve got some pictures of
that. But anyway, they were buried right up on the crest of that bill as you go over
you know, as you go up onto.. .and I wasn’t part of the ceremony ‘cause I wasn’t
around here. But then they took a millstone, it was about.. well, it was at least four
foot probably five foot across and about this deep and they made a monu... right by the
door as you went in the upper barn door. Right by the side there was this millstone and
it said you know, In memoly ofDragon Jr., and Lady Wolfington. Well, that sat there
for quite a while. Then they came in and built the building and somebody didn’t
know.. .they didn’t know what to do with this stone because it would be just setting
out you know, around the middle of the field. So they took it and they brought it over
in front of the dairy barn. You know, where the little sheep fold type thing is made?
And well, they made a centennial garden over there in 1976 and they took... and Dr.
Kinsman knew about the stone so he go ‘em to take the stone from over there.. .to the
best of my knowledge it was Dr. Kinsman. It might have been somebody else but I
know Don had something to do with it and... ‘cause he told me about it and wanted to
let me know where the stone was. But so anyway they put the stone down.. .they put a
flagpole in it and they made a centennial garden around it and it sat there all these
years. but I guess when they started building the new...

Q:

Biotech building.

A:

Biotech building, the girl that’s in charge of the plantings around the
campus... she... she happened to find out that one weekend.. now I don’t know whether
somebody told her this or what...what it was but she.. .she’s a really nice girl and she
does this... all the plantings on the campus. And she found out that some... one of the
construction workers put it in the back of his pickup and went off down the road. And
I guess she got very upset you know, because she didn’t think he... he had any right to
steal this old stone. I mean, it’s a big. ..it would load a pickup down pretty heavy,
pretty well. But anyway, she called up the construction office and told them that one
of their men had stolen or taken it and she wanted it back and she wanted it back in a
hurry. And the fella said, “Oh, well we’ll get it back.” So I guess a week went by and
she said... she told me this story, she said, “And I got to thinking about this,” and she
said, “it didn’t sound like” and she went, “the more I thought about it, this fellow
didn’t act like she was going to be cooperative.” So she says, “I called up and I said,
‘I’m going to call the State Police as soon as I get off the line. I want that stone back

tomorrow morning.” And the stone was back the next morning. So she... she took it
and had it put over in.. .in that.. .far. .you know, the old farm. That’s the old Farm
Department incidentally, those sheds that are out behind the...
.

Q:

Yes, yes. By the Biotech building. Those red.. .yeah.

A:

Right. And they’re gonna, I guess they’re gonna take that down when they get the
new building built. But anyway she... she.. .then she called me. She called Randy
Knight down at the barn and he said, “Well, call Don. Maybe he’ll remember about
it.” So she called me and then I got a hold of Dr. Cowan. So we rescued the stone
and we’re going to put it down at the horse barn and she’s going to put flowers
around it. So we saved the rock.

Q:

So then, when.. .when you were.. .were Superintendent, what was doing with the rest
of the industries in the State? Did you have much contact with any of the other
farmers or breeders and so on?

A:

Oh yeah. Of course, Jane was Secretary of the sheep association...and I was... We
got.. .we got interested in sheep. I don’t really know. I mean, I had the responsibility
of the horses and probably knew more about horses than anything else ‘cause I was
you know as I say, I was brought up with draft horses as a youngster. You know, and
I... I was driving a team of horses you know, when I was eleven years old. I never had
anything to do with sheep until I got to the University but they had an English
shepherd by the name of Joe Pritchard. And he came over from England with a load
of sheep and... and this was fairly common practice. There.. .there was a.. .what they
used to do was...
(Tape Interruption.)

Q:

Okay. So you were.. .Pritchard was coming over with his.. .you said it was common
that.. that...

A:

Oh, yeah, with his.. .With the big well-known sheep studs are... and livestocks
producing areas of the world. It’s mostly England, would send over a.. .an English
shepherd or a native shepherd and bring him over with these sheep on boats. They
used to ship them over and they’d bring them over to this country with the idea of
merchandising them. They’d show them at the various State fairs and Hartford used to
have a big State Fair. And then Rutland, Vermont; Maine had State fairs. And then
they...they. ..they’d move from the New England area. Of course, at one time Vermont
had a lot of sheep. And they’d move from the New England area out to the Midwest.
A lot of these shepherds that came over would find ajob here and not go back.

Q:

So basically, they would come over and for their employers, sell the sheep.

A:

Right.
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Q:

Send the money back and then stay.

A:

And then stay.

Q:

Mhiight.

A:

We had about two that I knew in this State, Reggie Bolt, who worked for Brooltheld
farm down in Durham, Connecticut and Joe Pritchard, who was here at UConn.
There was an English shepherd at Massachusetts. Al Cowan could give you his name
but I think it was Smith. And there were just a lot of them, a lot of ‘em that used to...

Q:

So this would have been in the ‘40’s, early ‘50’s?

A.

No, before that. In the ‘3 0’s.

Q:

Oh, okay. Okay. Oh, all right.

A:

‘Cause Joe.. .when I came to Storrs, which would have been four... ‘44, he was oh, I
don’t.. .1 wouldn’t say he was an elderly man but he was in his sixties probably and had
been here.. .been here for a long time. In fact, he retired and that’s when I took.. .1
took over the job.

Q:

Okay, I see. So, what did you see then... so... at that time the sheep were being bred
and sold for their meat, their wool? What was the.. .what was the reason people had
sheep then?

A:

Well, this whole purebred sheep thing.. .the whole purebred livestock industry.., it
was.. it was propagated by wealthy people. And it lasted until the year, oh I’d say in
the last fifteen years it really went.. .when the government took off the... the income tax
break that you could take direct deductions off of your income tax. These wealthy
people used this as a, you know, as a... as a means to have a country home. And a lot
of people in New York had country estates up in Duchess County in New York. They
raised purebred livestock and the whole lot.. .the whole industry was very pushed by
that., the purebred livestock. Of course, the...the commercial livestock business is
almost a completely different thing. It’s just you know, cross-bred cows and maybe
purebred bulls or... and all the different species and.. .but the purebred livestock was
propagated by this kind of a force.

Q:

So, at the time UConn was doing.. .was breeding.. .were they breeding commercial
livestock then to sell or where they breeding purebreds?

A:

We were breeding purebred livestock. And of course, that.. .that. .1 mean, that
improved the commercial part of it, indirectly I should say probably. But...
.

Q:

So, how many livestock did we have at the College of Ag then? When you first came,
how big were our...?

A:

We.. .we developed a lot more while I was there but we had prob. .when I first started
we probably had about a hundred head of sheep and we had two; the Angus herd and
the Hereford would probably number well, fifteen to twenty head each. The horses,
the most.. .when I came there was probably twenty Percheron horses still here. At one
time, this is what Dr. Cowan was speaking about last night, we.. .we came up with a
figure of about twenty teams of horses and cattle when they were operating the farm
completely with horse power. Because the.. .the main use of the.. .of the horses
was.. .was for you know, tilling the fields, transportation and all the... all the supplies
and all the kids that came by rail all came into Eagleville. So, they had these buses
almost, wagons.. .they were wagons with seats on them, looked like you know, bench
seats. They had one... I don’t know whatever happened to it. But they.. .they did have
it... actually it was stored in the old horse barn that we were speaking about earlier.
But they used to go.. .have these and make regular trips to Eagleville, especially Friday
nights and Monday mornings and Sundays. And of course, they.. .they had to deliver
all the material.. .had to come in by horse power so they would... or train. So, the rail
would drop it off in Eagleville and then have to bring it over here. So, they had a lot
of horses. We figured there was at least twenty...twenty teams of horses and oxen.
Probably, the oxen were more used to clear the land and things like that.

Q:

Did some people go from oxen to horses? Is that.. .was that the transition? People
first had oxen and then had horses?

A:

Probably.

Q:

Or they had both at the same time?

A:

They had.. .yeah, they’d had both. They would.. .a lot of people preferred oxen. Of
course, they. .but...

Q:

Did we breed oxen, too?

A:

No. I did.. .not that I ever remember. I.. .1 don’t know whether in the early years they
did that or not. They had... or to get back to the.. .the numbers, we got.. .we
averaged.., say at least that many horses, probably tw. .when I came as I say, twenty
head come.. .before that they probably had forty head you know, at one time. And the
dairy cattle, they had four breeds of dairy cattle and probably, oh they probably had a
hundred and.. .hundred and fifty head of dairy cattle here. And then we used to.. .we
never really had a lot of hogs. We used.. .we used to feed the garbage from the dining
halls and that was the main purpose of the pigs. But then they started.. .we did start
some purebred breeding and we... and we kept on the garbage feeding. We used to
r. oh, feed out a couple hundred head of pigs a year.

.

.

.

.
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Q:

And then seil...was any of it fundraising to...to contribute to the college?

A:

Oh yeah. All the money went back.

Q:

MI the money went back in, yeah.

A:

In fact, they had revolving accounts that if you sold livestock it could go back into
more livestock. They set those things up. And of course, they...they...they had to
purchase a lot of land. You know, the University did. I mean, the.. .these were all
small farms over there along 195. The Jacobsen Farm and the Rosebrook Farm.
We.. .we call it the Kessel farm but there was.. .there was a regular.. .that was
a.. because Dr. Kessel had bought that and converted it to a residence. You know, the
one right on the crest of the bill?

Q:

What did he do?

A:
He was a.. English? He’s the one that.. .that. .that the ashes are scattered out behind
the house and that’s.. .and his son was causing a lot of the Pfizer business. He didn’t want that
building to be put out there. (Note: The proposed Pfizer building was never built.)
.

Q:

So then when did we go to more mechanization, tractors and so on?

A:

Well, that’s.. that was before. That was in the late ‘3 0’s and the early ‘40’s.

Q:

And that’s when our.. our herd and sizes went down?

A:

Well, not necessarily. The horse herd went down. Well, then they.. .they switched
over. I shouldn’t say it went down either because what they did, they switched over to
Morgan horses and the Morgan horses are.. .you probably will have been here, research
and find out there was a Morgan horse farm. The United States Government had a
farm in Vir. .Waybridge, Ma.. Vermont just.. .just north of Middlebury. And they bred
the Morgan.. Morgan horses. The Morgan is a native New England breed and
they.. .they had this money, probably an influential Senator from Vermont or
something, but they put the farm up there. It was a beautiful farm, eight hundred acre
farm right in the... in the Champlain Valley up there. In fact, we were up there this
weekend right next door to it. But anyway, they.. .they had this government project
of..of breeding superior light horses, something that was suitable for riding and
driving and this type of thing. So they had this mission and they also had a big sheep
operation and did quite a lot of research on different breeds and how you could cross
them to get better quality meat and so forth. And they had a.. .they had a contract with
Hood’s. The raised dairy heifers. They didn’t milk any cows up there but they raised
dairy heWers for.. .for the Hood operation in Boston and they had farms around the
Massachusetts area.
.

Q:

So that’s where we got out Morgan stock?

in

A:

They gave us... I think he.. .the original was three or four.. .three or four mares and a
stud and they were on lease. We.. .we didn’t have to pay for it, see. So Professor
Garigus, who started all this, liked purebred livestock. He was quite a man. He... he
took the horses and started this Mor. .Morgan herd here. And so when the draft
horses numbers went down, the light horses took over. And... and they still.. .they still
have a big.. .big horse program, you know.
.

Q:

When did we...when did we start going off into polo and things like that?

A:

Polo.. .there’s two boys.. .three.. two boys came in school, Tom Goodspeed. .1 can’t
remember the other one...

Q:

As in the Goodspeed Playhouse Goodspeed? You think? Yeah?

.

A:
Yeah. I don’t know. No, he was.. .he was from.. .1 think his home was New
Jersey.. .no, no, no he was a Midwestern kid.

Q:

Okay.

A:

But anyway he came to school and he go kinda fired up and they started, you know,
going and getting a couple of horses and he had played polo. He’s now...he runs a big
equine activity center out in San Diego or Los Angeles or somewhere in the
but... and he.. .in fact, I coached the polo team when they got really desperate one time
they.. .they. .they had.. .they had been using other people, you know volunteer people,
Hal Veda up in Somers gave them a lot of help and the Extension...
.

Q:

Who up in Somers?

A:

Hal Veda. and the Extension horse person was Bob Church. He.. .Dr. Cowan
when.. .when the horse business in Connecticut really started to blossom you know.
The light horse and the showing horses and all this kind of thing. The quarter horses
and Connecticut had you know, enough wealthy people so there was a lot of interest
in... in.. .in saddle horses and driving horses. So anyway, he got a position for a horse
Extension person and they still have that. But Bob did a lot with the kids on... on polo
too. So, it was basically, I didn’t have too much to do with it and then Bob retired
and Veda got in... and the guys had a polo team and they didn’t have anybody to
chaperone them all around the country so they talked me into doing it. I did for two
or three years.

Q:

What years would those have been?

A:

When I was doing it? (Um.) There’s a picture up there. I...I...

Q:

Inthe’50’s? ‘60’syouthink?

. .
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A:

It was about.. let’s see.. .yeah, I would say it was.. .it was in the.. .it was later on in my
career when I. .1 should have known better. But yeah, I would say the ‘70’s.
‘Cause... ‘cause Kevin, my son-in-law, is.. .was one of the kids on the team and yeah, I
would say it was the ‘70’s when Kevin was here.

Q:

What were some of the biggest changes you saw happening with.. with the sizes of the
herds or the farms around the State? ‘Cause we actually have two stories here. We’ve
got the story of the College of Ag and we’ve got the story of the industry that was
going on in the State. So, let’s start with talking about the industry in the State as
when you said the subsidy went off and then they changed to a smaller horse. Then
they also dropped sheep. What happened to that...?

A:

The horse.. .the horse change was here at the college.

Q:

Okay, all right.

A:

‘Cause there wasn’t a lot of draft horses in the State.

Q:

Mlright.

A:

By the time.. .by the time the college gave up on the horses, there was very few of
them in the State except for you know, the pulling horses or the recreational type
things that people....

Q:

What about the dairy herds?

A:

Well, they.. .the dairy herds... I... I never was directly responsible. We were divided
into the Animal Science or the Animal Husbandry which was everything except the
dairy cattle. And the dairy cattle was under... and they had.. .under different.. .1
shouldn’t say different because they.. .they had.. .they had a herdsman and a manager
for the...for all the dairy far...just as I had a.. .1 had the responsibility of all the other
herds and flocks.

Q:

What about llamas coming into the State now?

A:

Well, they’re.. they’re hurting. They’re.. .they came in as a kind of recreational animal
and they had ridiculous prices on these things. You know, they.. .1 was out at... in New
York once to a Hereford sale and they were selling llamas for ten thousand dollars.
These were wealthy people that though that you know, that somebody would tell them
these are great things to have and you ought to have one so they’d buy one. And.. .and
if the bidding got to ten thousand dollars.. .and you know, these people had enough
money, they could afford it but I....
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Q:

Well, there’s a new one out, too. After Jane had talked, I went up to the Sheep
Breeders meeting up at TAC that Saturday. I did go up.

A:

Oh, did you go up?

Q:

Yes, I did. I meant to tell her that and there was another kind of animal there too.
There was a llama and then there was anoth...

A:

Alpaca.

Q:

That’s what it was, an alpaca. Yeah, now that was another hobby kind of thing?

A:

Yeah, they’re.. .they’re from Perdue. .Pem I think. (Yeah.) Some... some South
American country. They’re a pack animal basically. They.. .they use them you know,
they put loads on ‘em especially you know, in mountainous country because they are
sure-footed. It’s a side light but we...the sheep people use them to protect their sheep
from coyotes. They.. they’re very protective of... of their fellow animals and they
found out that if you take a...if you take a llama and put ‘em in with a bunch of sheep,
they’ll kind of bond with the sheep and they will protect them and then of course,
they’re.. .they’re big and a coyote would have a little problem bringing down a.. .a
llama.

Q:

Yeah, because I was talking to somebody on the other side of the State and they’re
having big coyote problems up there. (Yeah.) They should think about getting llamas,
I guess.

A:

But that’s what they’ve do.. .that’s the market for them now and they’re fairly
reasonable. My son.. .my son-in-law bought one for three or four hundred dollars.
The.. .Mark.. that fellow.. .Balfour F arms, he advertises all the time in the...

Q:

I’ve seen it. Yeah, I have it on my list. Did you work much with... Now you had
your.. .your own life here on your acreage here. You have seven acres, eight acres?
How much do you have?

A:

Five.

Q:

Five acres. And did you work much with 4-H?

A:

Oh, yeah. Well, I was...I ended up with, of course, two girls and...in 4-H. That was
the extent of our family. I was a... I was a 4-H Leader in town for twenty-five years
and then I... I got involved with TAC you know, Tolland County Agricultural Center
and I was on the Board of Directors up there for I don’t know, ten or fifteen years.
So I... mostly with sheep but with other things, too, you know. But... and then of
course, we’d have 4-H sheep programs here at the college. We used to have.. .we used
to have it like a sheep night for adults. We.. .we’d have a hundred and twenty-five

.
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people come out. But that.. .that is dying out. They.. .they have had some pretty good
response with kids again. They get it, kind of cycles you know, this 4-H business.
But I’ve noticed the last couple of years they’ve had some real well attended events
over here in the Hicks Arena every March and sometimes in the fall they have different
things. And they had a good group up at.. .did you see the 4-H kids up at the...

Q:

Yeah, I took pictures.

A:

Yeah, my granddaughter was up there so the poor kid, she hasn’t got a chance. I got
another granddaughter that’s...that’s in Animal Science at Colorado State. She want
out there, she was going to be an ag journalist and of course, her mother and father
run a Hereford outfit up in Augusta, Maine. So the poor kid, she... she ended up... she
ended up working in the barns and I said, “What are you going to be, another cow
jock?”

Q:

Now your daughter married a Woo...

A:

A Wollem. And this is their daughter, the Wollem, the girl who’s out in Colorado.

Q:

Now somehow, there’s some connection to your father back to the...

A:

Wollem’s?

Q:

Wollem’s and the camp, the 4-H camp.

A:

The 4-H camp.

Q:

Can you talk about that a little bit?

A:

Oh, ho ho. Well, dad as I say, he was a frustrated farmer so when anything
agricultural came up he got right in the middle of it especially if it was in Hartford
because that’s where he lived. Basically, that’s where he worked. We lived in
Wethersfield. But anyway, he.. .he was a member of the Kiwanis Club and they would
have different committees I guess, in the Kiwanis Club. I never got too involved
within the community. Like they might have an agricultural committee and they might
have a recreation committee or something like this. But he... dad got interested in
agriculture and they had this agricultural committee and the Kiwanis sponsored quite a
few things that were agricultural in nature.

Q:

That would have been.. .that would have been in the ‘3 0’s, 40’s’? When would that
have been?

A:

Yeah, let’s see, when I was in college that would have been. ..that would have been the
‘40’s. And they got interested in the Hartford.. .Hartford County 4-H and Dick
Wollem and Elsie were very in.. .they were 4-H Leaders over in South Windsor and
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they had a.. .they started a camp down at Marlborough you know, the 4-H camps got
pretty popular. And Dick was really interested in horses so he started a big horse
program down there with the help of Bob Church. They built the horse barns and they
have.. .they have quite a facility down in Marlborough and it... The horse camp was
kinda...just kind of evolved out of the recreation camp, you know?
(End of side one.)
It gave a.. .the kids a kind of a focus to go to camp for you know. Then they had
sheep camps and a few other kinda livestock camps around but the horse camp really
is still popular and you know they’ve done a great job with it. But anyway dad got
interested in building projects and he.. .they put up recreation halls and
(Tape interruption.)

Q:

---get the money to buy the camp itself?

A:

I think.. .1 think the Kiwanis was involved in it.

Q:

They were, yeah?

A:

Dick and Elsie could tell you if you...

Q:

Okay, yeah. I’m going.. .going to go that direction too.

A:

Yeah, they did. ..they did a...There’s a building down there and dad’s name’s.. his name
was Edgar, Edgar S. Grant you know. Like you see around campus. But anyway
they.. .well, I guess.. .1 don’t know how.. .well, Donna and Kevin were in
school together out here. He.. .he’s. .he’s a couple of years younger than Donna.
But...that...that...they’re in the purebred livestock business and it’s really.. .it’s not a
very lucrative business right now. They have been in the.. .Donna was involved with
sheep and cattle and Kevin, cattle and horses.
.

Q:

Do you remember anything about artificial insemination when it came into the State
because they had an organization over on the western side of the State and did.. .do
you remember anything about....

A:

No. The only thing that we had, we had a.. .Dr. Cowan hired a young fella from.. .boy,
I don’t.. .1 don’t know where he did his.. .but a young Ph.D., by the name of Bill
Pickett. .just a... oh, a hard working guy. I mean, I never saw anybody work the hours
that.. .and be as devoted to... He came in here and he did a lot with.. .with a lot of the
research. A lot of the early research you know, as far as you know, freezing semen
and all that kind of stuff and techniques and... and he.. .he was here for probably fifteen
years. He had a real good offer to go to Colorado and he went to Colorado and he set
up.. .he got into the thoroughbred horse business and... and the show quarter horse
business and a lot of money. Bill...Bill...it’s probably the world famous research unit
out there in horse breeding. And he still as far.. .1 haven’t seen him in a long time but
Do...Kay tells me he still does a lot of research. I don’t know if he...I don’t whether
.

he’s semi-retired or what but he’s. ..he’s still out there. But that’s the only connection
L and then I... I was taking my graduate work under... a couple of courses with Dr.
Pickett back in the ‘50’s.
. .

Q:

Did you see changes in equipment or mechanization or things like that that either you
used on campus or that you observed that was happening to the farmers that were in
livestock?

A:

Well, you mean as far as harvesting equipment and things like that?

Q:

Yeah, anything like that.

1

Well, I know some of the harvesting equipment came in and that with the stone walls
I’ve learned about that you couldn’t use it in certain places ‘cause it was too small.
But, where did.. .where did we ship beef? I mean, if everyone was raising black angus,
somebody must have been using it for meat.
A:

Yeah, the restaurants.

Q:

I mean, if..if they would have had them on their property and been breeding them but
then did they just keep breeding and breeding? At some place there had to be the end
of the road.

A:

Oh, yeah. They.. .they all ended up you know, hi dog food or somewhere, even the old
ones. But see, this purebred livestock business.. .the big problem is it’s...it’s a kind
of..It’s not driven by need, it’s driven by...well, I shouldn’t...it has changed a little bit
but the original livestock was driven by a desire to.. .to have the reigning champion bull
at the.. .at the International in Chicago. It wasn’t driven by any commercial need. And
this is where a lot of the livestock and the whole thing got out of whack because there
were people who you know, appreciated the competition and they appreciated the
good looks of .their parents had had livestock and they wanted to do better. It
was... it was kind of an avocation I guess rather than, like the sheep industry, I... I.. .1
mean I. ..I was a part of it and still am. I mean, we...we sit out here and we think we
ha.. .we got a nice big ewe and she’s pretty and she’s got a nice head and you know,
you’d think, Well, that ‘s a damn sheep, you know, this guy is crazy. But the.. .they
completely went out. Now there’s no connection between what’s good to eat and
what.. .what. what ended up as the sheep of today.
..

.

Q:

The grand champ?

A:

Yeah, the grand champion. But that.. .that’s kind of true with.. .with all the breeds.
There was kind of a.. .there was kind of an industry in and of itself.

Q:

Do you think it had something to do with the fact that the size of our farms had to be
smaller or became smaller or that.. .you think of the difference between.. .1 mean, are
we known as a breeding area of the country compared to Florida for example, that
raises a lot of beef cattle or out west...thrther west that has larger herds. So that
because of the nature of where we are we’re better known as breeders?

A:

No, I don’t think so. I think...

Q:

We’ve never had big herds anyplace here. Have we?

A:

No. No, you know, I don’t there’s a herd of beef cattle in...well, it might ...maybe
New York State. You know, you get up to a hundred, a hundred and fifty head of beef
cattle but that would be an exception. I don’t... I don’t really know
what.. .what...what’s happened to the.. .the industry in this particular area. I think it’s
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just the...the cost of...of land and the...and the taxing and as I say, the...the real crunch
was.. .was that when.. when the IRS took off that advantage to., .for your income tax
‘cause you know, these people could.. .could buy these purebred livestock and deduct
a lot of money.

Q:

What were some of the key problems you faced raising your own sheep? (Oh.) And
who do you get to help with them I mean, when they get sick. Are there still
veterinarians who deal with them?

A:

Yeah, there are. I. ..I spent a lot of time helping people you know, when I was
working. They’d call in you know, and I got pretty.. .pretty good at handling most of
the uncomplicated diseases of sheep. But there...there’some good...good things
that...that come about...have come about through, you know, the livestock. It’s a
great way to interest kids you know. They.. .they really can... and sheep are really
good for kids ‘cause they’re.. .they don’t get bashed around quite as bad you know.
Falling off a horse is a little tougher than getting run over by a little old lamb or
something. And you know, it’s a real.. .it’s really a good way to.. .to get kids
motivated I think. It worked out well for our kids. We never.., and we didn’t have
any trouble with that. I had a couple of kids in 4-H that I’d consider would be tough
to handle but other than that I had all... all through the years there I really never had a
bad kid. I mean, nobody ever threatened to shoot anybody. (Grimacing)

Q:

Do you think that.. .what do you think the ffiture is for these livestock, hobbyists or as
a business in this State?

A:

Well, I would hate to.. .1 would hate to, you know, have to sit down and sell somebody
on going into the purebred livestock business, first of all I think, I think one thing that
well, we did mention, the biggest problem have is that they really haven’t emphasized
the real important things, like quality of meat and rated gain and things like this. I
shouldn’t say they.. .they haven’t but they haven’t really put the emphasis. They could
have made a lot greater improvement in my lifetime. I could have made a lot greater
improvement than I did fooling around. You know, I judged sheep all over the
country and some of the things that.. .that I learned by doing it was that maybe some of
the things that I was looking for were not the right things to be looking for.

Q:

Hmm. Go on with that.

A:

Well, like we spent.. .for a good example, I think Don Kinsman, I mentioned Don
before, he started a... a carcass contest at Eastern States and this was in conjunction
with Eastern States Exposition. And he started I.. .I’d say, oh twenty, twenty-five years
ago maybe.. .twenty or twenty-five years ago at least. Over twenty anyway. And we’d
take these lambs and they.. .they’ d evaluate them live and them they’d take them to
a... a slaughter plant and they would slaughter them and evaluate the carcasses. Well,
one of the things they use on.. .on carcass evaluation is loin-eye area. It’s probably one
of the best indications of toti muscle mass that’s in a sheep or in any kind of livestock
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and they measure it over the twelfth rib. There’s different ways of doing it but
basically you take.. you take a thing that you can trace and then you get the total
square inches of loin. And...and in a sheep, a three inch loin-eye was at that time...was
a pretty good sized loin-eye. So we got involved in this thing and they’d bring.. .every
year... every.. .hey, they had a pretty good premium on this like.., some of the breeds
had like a five hundred dollar premium on them so it wasn’t just some honky-tonk
little... It was.. .it was supposedly to improve the breeds. I mean, to improve the
sheep whatever breed they might be. Well, this thing went on for about twenty years
and Don did an evaluation and the loin-eye area, a three inch one was still pretty good.
We hadn’t gotten, you know, we hadn’t got up to.. .we should have been up to at least
to five inches of loin-eye actually. I mean, I.. .they.. .they should have tn. .but it didn’t
change and it.. .and it’s gone on for another ten years I guess, and.. .and it hasn’t
changed. So, people really...

Q:

Must be a reason.

A:

But to me that’s one of the problems with sheep is that if you go to the store
and... and... and look in the case and see rib chops or loin-eye.. .loin chops in the lamb.
They’re so tiny that you’d have to buy three of them to satisf,r you know,
a.. .a. .for. .for big meal. And it’s just not feasible. Now.. .now the English have done
something about it. They.. .they have gone into it with the Suffolk sheep and some of
the other breeds of sheep, a real stringent research breeding project that I think, will
change a lot of the sheep. If the United States doesn’t start smartening up and do
something like that, they’re just going to get left out again and they’ll have to go back
to England like they did in the early times to get some sheep.
.

.

Q:

Now, you travel around the country and around the world judging sheep do you?

A:

I’ve never judged sheep out of the country but I’ve been to England two or three
times.

Q:

But you do travel around extensively in this country? How did you happen to start
doing that?

A:

Well, you know, they.. .they select people. You.. .you know, you have a reputation
that you’re from a university, that’s helps some. And it’s not all bad. Sometimes it’s
not all good I mean, a lot of people say that the university people don’t understand
breed type and all they want is a.. .a big piece of meat. And then you have other
people who say, well, as I say, you know, They ‘re unbiasedyou know, they don ‘t have
any friends. Well, that’s not true either, we do have some friends and we have sold
sheep around the country and we’ve had.. .we’ve had a lot of ldds go through
UConn. .We did have and they still are. Not as many that are out in the industry. I
had a girl that came from...down from Maine. She’s probably, oh, one of the top two
or three showmen in the country as far as sheep showing goes. Sarah Bet.. .well Sarah
Kuykendall I guess now.
.
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Q:

What do you think has brought you the most satisfaction from your role at UConn?

A:

Oh, at UConn? Oh, I don’t know. I. I just had a great life really. I mean, it was my
decision to, you know, to stay there. I probably...probably if I looked at, you know,
when I’m out you look back over...I probably could have made a bigger mark or if I,
say...if I continued on after I got my Master’s and got a Ph.D. and. ..and maybe went
to a Midwestern State. There...there’s always more...and of course, in an agricultural
State there’s more activity. That’s one of the things that I always enjoy going to
Midwest and spending a while out there ‘cause all the farms.. .the mountain States,
‘cause everything is, you know, you wake up in the morning you got agricultural
reports on the, you know, the price of lamb, the price of corn. Hell, here if you ever
wanted to find a.. .what corn was selling for you’d have to buy five papers you know?
Maybe the New York Times would have it in. But you know, just the community part
of it, it’s sometime...well, of course, that’s one of the reasons I’ve enjoyed Maine. We
got that place up there. That isn’t a farm but I do enjoy rural communities and it’s
getting kind of crowded around here.

Q:

There’s quite a bit of land around right where you are though, just for the tape’s sake,
there is. You don’t have.. .you have one near neighbor there and a new house across
the street though, comparatively new.

A:

Yeah, there’s one up here, there’s one over there, there. (Okay.) No, I...that’s. ..one
of the...that’s one of the things that I think I would have had a little more fun and
probably maybe you know, had.. .had a little better opportunity to make some.. .but
there was an awful lot to do. And sometimes you wonder you know, how much time
you spent doing productive things and how much time you.. you did foolish the
daily chores of.. of taking care of. .well, that number of livestock you know, pasture
and this and this.

Q:

How many people did you have working with you at the time?

A:

Well, we.. .we always had two people at the horse barn. We had two people at the
beef barn and I used to.. .and that’s the other thing. Whenever.. it would seem like
whenever we... we lost a person, it would be somebody connected with the sheep unit
and I’d end up having.. .having to go take care of the sheep while these other people all
stayed in place. And we’d have one person at the.. .at the swine unit. And then we’d
you know, we’d have five to fifteen kids working most of the time. But that.. that
wasn’t the...if ..if I’d a...of course, I...I couldn’t really say that I would have been a
great researcher anyway. I didn’t have the... the disposition for that. So I really
enjoyed what I was doing so I probably didn’t.. .1 probably just didn’t never.. .never
did... ff1 got interested in something I’d do something about it but most of the time
I. ..we were busy trying to...tiying to build a new barn or...we had a lot of livestock. I
mean, .and it was a lot of students, lot of students in the...in the ‘80’s there you know.

There.. .there was eight hundred kids in the College of Ag I think or something. Some
of the big enrollment years. I did do some teaching in the Ricks School.

Q:

What did you teach and then I was going to ask you what...?

A:

Animal Science, management courses.

Q:

Go back to your own college days in the College of Ag. How big were you classes
then?

A:

Not.. well, I shouldn’t say not too big because we did have an influx. You see, Jane
and I came... she came in ‘45 and I came in ‘44 and the war had just ended. Jane
got.. .she was even more so ccause I finished up in ‘49 so.. .but. .but they. ..they had
a. .they had a lot of veterans at that time came back. A lot of fellas were twenty-five
years old and I came here as a... as a seventeen year old freshman and played
basketball, played soccer. There wasn’t any big todo. We used to.. .we used to ride an
old school bus.. .old Navy reject school buses around to the games. You know, it
wasn’t a great... Well, it was a lot of fun but I mean, there wasn’t a lot of. lot of
hoopla over the...wejust...we were just enjoying Outselves.
.
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Q:

The older returning vets, there were these in the College of Ag, too? (Oh, yeah.)
vets before they went back to their own homes, wherever they came from? Were they
mostly Connecticut...?

A:

Well, mostly Connecticut people. Yeah, very few of them were out-of-staters. In
fact, I’m sure they have more out-of-staters now ‘cause it wasn’t.. .it wasn’t as popular
you know, to go across the country to go to school. You usually went to school at
home or nearby or like.. .well, like Dr. Cowan and Dr. Kinsman and all those fellas that
I worked with all those years, they were all native Connecticut, Massachusetts’
people. I mean, once in a while we had.. .well as I say, Bill Pickett was a
Midwesterner but Robert Johnson, he was a... he was a native Connecticut... See, that
whole...that whole staff was all native Connecticut people. Then in the...just about the
time I got here to start school in ‘49 and ‘49, about during that period they were
starting to import fellas from... We had Bob Hallmark from Oklahoma, John
Christian from Pennsylvania and the.. .the. .the whole concept of the education you
know, the people were.. .where they went for their education changed you know. It
became popular to go to Ohio State to get your math degree. But still, there was a lot
of Connecticut kids that were here, came here.
.

Q:

Is there anything else you’d like to add from your recollections of. .of your time either
as Superintendent or... or... I was thinking, was your father happy that you went.. .went
into this work? ‘Cause he.. .you said he was...

A:

Oh, yeah. Yeah, he... he was ex. exotic. He was ecstatic I should say. Yeah, no,
he.. that was.. .that was I’m sure, the one thing I did that pleased him. I’m sure there
.

.
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was other things that I did that didn’t please him. But my mother can never figure out
what the heck I was doing. Fanning, that was... she was... she was born and brought up
in Hartford, worked in a bank, you know and she had her own... I mean, it wasn’t
popular to have a career but she had worked you know, and.. but she never caught to
this agriculture... My father would takeher to Maine once in a while you know, on
my trips going back and forth to the farm. He would drive up, pick me up or
something you know. My mother, she’d get there and.. .beautiftil farm. l mean, this
was you know, well-kept buildings and... and just a beautiful place. My rnother’d get
there and she couldn’t... she couldn’t figure out a way to get hbrnè quick enough. She
said she was left at the end of the earth.

Q:

Now, this was where in Maine again?

A:

Thomdike.

Q:

Thorndike.

A:

Right in central Maine. In fact, it’s not too far from where Donna right now.

Q:

Okay. Well, thank you very, very much. You’ve giver mc ome imeresting insights
and I appreciate you taking the time.

A:

You’re welcome.
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