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Q:

Luane Lange interviewing Phillip Jones and we’re in Shelton, Connecticut.
Thank you very, very much for agreeing to do this. Would you start Phillip, with talking
about when and where you were born?
Well, unfortunately, I’m eighty-one years old. Born in Derby in the Griffin
A:
Hospital, 1918, October 16th. When mother and father went, they went over with the old
bridge across the Housatonic River and when they came back they came over a brand
new bridge. I think mother always said she was in the hospital three weeks just getting
rested up. (The flu epidemic also kept her in the hospital.) I had a two-year-old brother
and other than that I don’t remember anything until around 1925. I remember vividly
having pneumonia. I was pretty sick, never went to school all the rest of that winter,
1925 I believe it was.

Q:

Did.. .was it.. .what.. .was this the family farm?

A:
Yes. My great-grandfather, Phillip James Jones came from Ireland oh, way
before the Civil War and he worked in Bridgeport. When he saved up enough money to
go look for a farm, he shopped around Newtown, Stratford. He ended up eventually here
in Shelton. And I think he liked the hills. It reminded him of home and over a period of
thirty years, he put this.., he pieced it together, piece by piece.

Q:

So he didn’t buy it all at one time?

A:
No, he couldn’t, it was little pieces all broken up and he put it together. He
looked at the area where Lycoming, Chance, Vaught is in Stratford.
A beautiful muck farmland but the story is, the mosquitoes were so horrendous down
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there, he... he threw up his hands and left. Otherwise, he could have bought down there.

Q:

What did he do in Bridgeport? He.. his family was in agriculture in Ireland and
then in Bridgeport.
A:
I think he had two jobs. I know he was an expert meat cutter, butcher but he also
worked for a saw. ..a harness maker. Harness and saddle making in 1830’s and 40’s. I
believe he came up her in the 1850’s and lived in the house way up on the hill which is
up.. oh, it’s almost seven hundred feet above sea level. Colder ‘n blazes up there.
Unfortunately, his first wife died. He didn’t like it, he... he abandoned that house and he
came down here. He eventually built the old farmhouse over here and spent the rest of
his life right here on the farm. Died in his early nineties, 19111 believe it was. And of
course, my grandfather inherited it, William. My father Phillip H. Jones, and they, gave
it all to me. We have now split it into four family owners, my wife and myself, my son
Terry and his wife Jean. If Terry shows up he can explain to you about the Connecticut
Farmland Preservation where he has sold the development rights to parts of the farm.
Not all of it, parts of it just to lock it up.

Q:

What.. .what was farmed on the land originally?

A:
Originally, I think he started with sheep because there’s still an old sheep fold on
the side hill. We know he had sheep and Jersey cattle. But stray dogs gave him a lot of
trouble with the sheep. I know he had turkeys, chickens and the whole ball of wax so to
speak.

Q:

And poultry.

A:

A self-sufficient farm.

Q:

Oh, okay.

A:
But he did peddle meat. Once a week he’d trundle off with a meat route, and I
suppose, eggs. I can just remember as a little kid going with my grandfather or my
mother and continuing more or less the same route. They were selling eggs, chickens,
potatoes and other vegetables. That would have been to Shelton and parts of Derby.

Q:

To individual houses or just small stores?

A:

No, individual houses.

Q:

Horse and wagon?

A:
No, I think by then they had a Model T Ford. I remember that. I can remember
riding in a horse and wagon. My goodness, we had horses until 1942 but the trip into
town was always by some Ford or Buick or something.

Q:

You’re about five miles from town?

A:

Yes.

Q:

What were the roads like?

A:
Well, you just can’t imagine what the roads were like in the spring. (Chuckle)
Now, I walked to school two miles on what is now Leavenworth Road and sometimes
we’d walk on top of stone walls. They were just dusty, dirty; all dirt roads. It wasn’t
until 1935 that Route 110 was built as a government aid project to combine with WPA
and all that sort of thing. And well, before that everything was dirt.

Q:

And mud?

A:
Dirt and mud. Father used to hitch up a road drag to the horses. Each farmer
would help maintain their area of the road, drag it with this big drag and hone it up. But
that was an experience. Rough, bumpy roads. I remember when my father bought his
first car. ‘Got it in New Haven. The road from Derby to New Haven was a concrete,
smooth road. I always thought that was great. But once he hit the dirt road, he often
laughed about it. Oh, my. Oh, I can’t believe the rattletrapping over the dirt roads.
Yeah.

Q:
Do you remember when electricity came to this part of the state? In some parts of
the state it didn’t come until the ‘40’s.
A:
No, we had it a little earlier. Father bought a thirty-two volt power plant
somewhere in the late ‘20’s and that was wonderful. It was thirty-two volt so we had
lights in the barn and in the house. Other than that it was always lanterns. He used the
motor; hooked up a grind stone and a little table saw. He made a lot of use out of that
power plant. The power went into I think it was, twenty-four enormous batteries so they
could run it once a day and then use the power out of the whole row of big batteries.
Then the area had a civics club which was more or less formed to get better roads and to
get Derby Gas and Electric to get some power up into the White Hills area of Shelton,
where we live. The man in charge of the Power Company used to say, “Oh, you don’t
need electricity up there. You.. .you farmers go to bed with the chickens. What do you
need the lights for?” And that seemed to be a stock answer for two or three years until
finally they pressured them to get the lines up here. We did have telephones though. We
always had phones. I supposed they came along around 1910 or so.

Q:

Did you have party lines?

A:
Ten families per line. Right. They called it “the huckleberry line” (Laughter)
because the poles would fall over and huckleberry bushes would hold up the lines. But
finally Southern New England bought the company and service has been pretty good ever
since.
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Now when the pole lines came out hefe, did your father have to pay for the poles.
I mean, is that how it came out? Some parts of the state had to pay.

Q:

I really don’t know. I don’t know. For the first poles, they just went in the woods
A:
and cut old chestnut trees. But then, when Southern New England came, I think they
used treated poles, creosote treated poles and brought them in.

Q:

As you were growing up, what were your chores?

Well, that’s one of the advantages of bringing up kids on a farm. There is never a
A:
loss of work. There’s always too much. I used to complain because I wasn’t as healthy as
my brother. I had asthma but basically... oh, I learned to milk when I was young. I didn’t
have to get up in the morning when I was in school but at night I was milking. The big
job was getting the crops in, haying. I loved to cut corn by hand. We didn’t get a corn
harvester until probably the early ‘50’s. We could always cut it by hand, lifted it all by
hand on the.. .on the wagons and trucks and pulled it off into the corn chopper by hand.
But that only took a week or ten days. But haying was hot, dusty. No bales then.
Interminable, never seemed to end. Of course, you’re at the mercy of the weather. If the
weather was good, it was kind of fun. If the weather turned bad, it was not so much fun.

Q:

So how many acres by that time, were you farming?

Well, the whole farm was three hundred acres. It still is except my son Terry has
A:
added another farm of a hundred acres two miles distant. That’s where he farms the
pumpkins and a lot of the strawberries and blueberries. But the basic farm is still here,
pretty much. We were invaded by the U.S. Government in 1955. They tookten acres for
a Nike Site to defend the country from Russian attacks. It was up on the hill. They just
took it. It wasn’t until three or four years ago we were able to get it back. But, that’s a
whole story in itself, the loss of the hilltop. It was very sad, really. They demolished a
virgin forest of white oak. Some of them were two hundred years old. Obliterated it.
Yankee Magazine was going to write up that story once. Maybe they still will, I don’t
know.

Q:

You had the highest spot in the area, is that why...?

A:

It’s one of the highest in Shelton, yes.

Q:

And it’s on the river. I mean, right near the river?

We’re actually four miles from the river, yeah. The river is to our east and we’re
A:
on the west side of the town.

Q:

This is the Housatonic?

A:

Um hmm, right.

Q:

And so they.. .they picked you over other potential hill sites or hilltops?

Well, as I understand it, the defense industries call for three or four sites. One
A:
was in Fairfield, one in Westport, one here. There was one in Ansonia and I believe in
total, the United States had two hundred and twelve of them. Back in the ‘50’s it cost
about twelve million apiece. Of course, it was an experience to watch it being built. It
cost twelve million and it lasted seventeen months and then they abandoned it. Part of it
is still up there, just falling down.

Q:

Why did they abandon it after seventeen months?

A:

‘Cause the missile technology kept improving and they became outdated.

Q:

I see.

Just like it was oh, during the Eisenhower Administration, there was a panic about
A:
the cold war. Had to be prepared.

Q:

So who manned It? Where did the...?

Well, at one time there were a hundred and seventeen United States soldiers up
A:
there. They had their barracks, recreation room. The whole... it was just a small Army
two miles away. That
base. It was in two sections really. One was in Mohegan Street
because we were
Control”
“The
called
they
was
what
was the launching area. Our hilltop
high. The big radars scanned twenty-four hours a day, never stopped.
---

Q:

Did it interfere with any of your...any electrical works or anything?

No, not really. It interfered with the cattle grazing. Of course, we were still in the
A:
dairy business, forty or fifty dairy cows. Every so often a helicopter would come and
land, one of those great big double flying banana things. They would panic the cows.
They’d go right through the electric fence, come crashing down. It so upset my Aunt
Helen who used to love that hill that she never went back there again.

Q:

She lived here?

A:

She lived.. .she lived in one of the farmhouses. Well, that’s enough about that.

Yes, interesting. That’s different than anything I’ve heard. What was school like.
You said you walked to school

Q:

Yeah, and I often laugh. We did walk; walk with the neighbor kids. Sometimes
A:
we got a ride with some of the neighbors. One especially, Eddie Hurd had a horse and
wagon and then he finally got an old Model I Ford. We used to ride with him. He used
to love to pick up us kids. We were seven or eight or maybe ten of us you know, as we
went along.
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Q:

It was just you and your brother, is that right?

Yes, from this location. We were two miles away. A lot of them lived nearer and
A:
nearer and nearer. But we’d all walk together, play marbles. Shoot marbles for two
miles. But when there was something interesting going on at the farm, I can remember
running all the way home, totally out of breath. When the weather was good, we had
bicycles. We could make that trip probably in three or four minutes, go like the dickens.
Now, when you were in school, how big was Shelton at the time? You went into
the city to school?

Q:

No, this is a country school, a two-room schoolhouse. The first class that I went
A:
to, I believe in 1925. It was the year [had pneumonia. That year it was a one-room
schoolhouse. The next year it was a two-room schoolhouse so there were two teachers. I
went over there six years and then mother was unhappy with one of the teachers. So, I
was sent to Huntington School which is four miles away. We had a bus to ride. But I
had to walk two miles to get the bus. Went two years to Huntington School and then four
years to Shelton High School. Some of the earlier high school students from way up here
used to walk to high school but I got lucky, we had bus service right.. right from the door.
What were your neighbors like at the time? You said that you’re the only one left
now. Were there farms nearby? Other farms?

Q:

Shel. .the rural Shelton was all farms. There were... somewhere I have a list of it.
A:
There were between fifty and seventy-five of all different sizes. Most were dairies. Not
great big ones, but a great many of the.. .wetl, let me back up a little bit. Prior to World
War I, they were pretty much all Yankees but they began to go to seed. I put it that way a
little bit harshly. A lot of them were sold because the breadwinners gave up farming and
moved into the city to work in the factories. A lot of the farms were sold to foreigners
and they were from all over. Immigrants from Russia, from Hungary and Lord knows
where but they were... it was a great mix. So when I was in school I was with Italians,
Russians, Hungarians, you name it. They were all there. But they were all good
American kids; and the parents.. .a lot of the women ran the farm and the men worked in
the factories. Some of the larger farms there was.. .1 think were two equal size as this one
and they didn’t work in the factories, they ran the farms. But over the years, they’ve
just. ..they’ve just disappeared. We sold the cows in 1966. I started the Christmas trees in
1938. 1 had no real idea of what I was doing, I just enjoyed tree planting and, we had a
lot of marginal land which wasn’t suitable for cropping. It was old worn out pasture.
Planted it up to trees and before I knew it, people could see them and they wanted to buy
a Christmas tree. So in 1947, that got us started in selling trees. Very quickly they
wanted to cut their own so we pioneered the cut your own tree business.
.

Q

Oh, that’s interesting.

A:

One of the very first in the east to do that. It just fed on itself and it’s been

growing ever since.

Q:

And where do your customers come from primarily? Shelton and where...?

A:
Now if you drew a circle around this farm thirty miles out, anywhere in that
circle. Plus further on all the way to New York City, North Jersey, Long Island. They
can get up here fairly quickly.

Q:

So it’s all cut-your-own? You don’t ship them?

A:
It’s all.. ninety-nine per cent is...is cut-your-own. We do cut some that need
cutting way in the outer fields. But most of it is as I say, cut your own. Great family fun.

Q:

I want to go back again. When did you take this over from your dad then? How
old were you?
A:
1 worked with my father steady from the time I graduated from high school in
1937 until he began to get a little tired. My sister lived in Florida and he liked to go
down and visit. So he finally bought a lot and built a house. Actually around the mid
‘50’s he’d go down and spend the winter in Florida. He’d come back, work just like he
ever did until around 1960. He kind of couldn’t keep up with us so he said good bye and
then moved down there. So how long is that? It was pretty near forty years I worked
with him. Yeah.
(Tape interruption.)
A:
Each farm I suppose, you’d have to analyze what happened. But there was a giant
change right after World War I, when the old timers left and the immigrants came in.
There was a lot of work in the valley at the brass mills, the Farrell Foundries, there’ was a
button shop and the pay was pretty good. But the agrarian background kept them.. .they
had to have their little farm to grow their chickens, their garden and what all else. A few
cows. You could write a whole book on.. well, mostly any area really of the transition
from bigger farms to smaller farms. Some got bigger. You’ll run into some bigger ones,
far bigger than this one ever was.

Q:

What kind of changes happened after the Second World War?

A:
I think the biggest change was that the horses went and the tractors came in.
Mostly John Deeres, because we had one good John Deere salesman in the area. I can’t
think of any farmer that was left that didn’t get a tractor. And of course, that meant all
new equipment, new harrows, new mowers. We hung up our scythes, sold the horses, It
was like a revolution in the farm. Oh, milking machines, everybody had to have a
milking machine. Just a big.. .big change. You had to be a little smarter to make enough
money to pay for all this too. I know during the war we increased our production, here,
almost twice what it had been. Put on more cows, planted more corn, grew more hay.

Q:

What kind of help did you have?

A:
Oh, we were fortunate. There was enough help. They were local people. One of
the best helpers was a deaf-mute. Couldn’t hear a word, never stopped working. He
could read ups. He had spinal meningitis when he was a little boy and he was trained at
the Hartford School for the Deaf Excellent worker, Delmar. He was the greatest guy for
picking up arrowheads I ever knew. ‘Cause he was always looking down to see where he
was going. He’d pick them up by the pocketful. That’s where they all went

Q:

Why did you finally.. .what convinced you to finally go completely into Christmas

trees?
Well, I personally never enjoyed the stress of a dairy herd. I’ve often said, if
A:
there weren’t people who loved their animals, I don’t think there’d be a drop of milk in
the country. I was more interested in the land and making the land work. There was so
much marginal land, I just felt that to put the trees in was a better idea. My father, I don’t
think he thought much of it in the beginning. But, two or three years before I sold the
cows, he used to put his arm around my shoulder and he’d say, “Phil, get rid of the
damned cows.” And I said, “I will when I’m ready.” Which I did.

Q:

Did you have a milk route or did you sell it to...?

No. We.. .we broke our contract.. we were under contract with CMPA
A:
(Connecticut Milk Producers Association) and they were supposed to get all the milk and
like the demand for Christmas trees, customers used to come and want fresh milk. We
started selling it so much a quart, drawing it off the bulk tank. We did that for two or
three years until CMPA lowered the boom and said, “Either all or none.” So I fixed ‘em,
I sold the cows.

Q:

What kind of cows were they? You said, not Jersey.

A:

Mostly Holsteins. We had ten colored cows I call ‘em.

B:

You had two kinds.

Some Guernseys and some Jerseys. What year were they struck by lightning? It
A:
killed ten of them.
B:

Late 40’s?

Q:

‘Cause you’re on high land?

Yeah, they used to spend the night under an oak tree up in there. Well, anyway
A:
that contributed to the beginning of the end. I never replaced ‘em. And began to go
downhill a little bit. That is the dairy production.

I,

Q:

Yeah.

And I really didn’t care because the Christmas trees were coming along. We were
A:
making more from the trees than we were from the milk.
B:

Tell her how it happened on a Sunday morning.

A:

When that lightning struck?

B:

Yes.

Yeah, it was just a typical thunderstorm. My father always had a habit of getting
A:
up early. He was a product of military school. Apparently when he was young, he was a
rascal and my great-grandfather paid to send him to Freehold Military School. In two
years, he apparently changed, shaped him up.

Q:

Where was Freehold?

A:

New Jersey.

B:

It was because it was on Sunday.

But anyway, my father banged on our window. He used to get up early and get
A:
the cows down. I think he’d get up some mornings at four o’clock. Oh, he banged on
our window. What did he say?
Well, I.. .1 don’t remember what he said. But the thing of it was, because it was on
B:
a Sunday morning, they could not get a rendering company to come or anything to get
any... any return on them. They had to hire a bulldozer, we didn’t have one at the time.
A:

Buried them right on the spot.

B:

Buried them on the spot. And they figured they were their ten best cows.

Q:

Does someone have insurance for something like that?

A:

Yes, there was some but not enough to replace ten good cows.

Yeah. I’ve talked to some people about their Farm Bureau Insurance.
When were you married?

Q:

A:

1944.

Q:

And is your wife from an agricultural background?

A:

Not at all. Not at all. She’s a Boston girl.
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Q:

Do you want to include her in this?

A:

Sure, come on. Tell us.. .tell us why you married a farmer?

We were talking before .when were you married and how did he meet you? I
don’t know your name.

Q:

.

B:

My name’s Elizabeth.

Q:

Elizabeth, all right.

B:

And my maiden name was Lee.

Q:

Lee or Leigh?

B:

Lee, L double E.

Q:

Okay.

B:

My sister was a teacher in Shelton High School.

A:

I’ve got to fix this stove. (Leaves to adjust the stove.)

I had been poor. I had lived.. .grown up.. .lived in Boston ‘til I was eight. My
B:
parents had died. So when she felt that I was old enough that she could bring her.. .bring
me down here, she was twenty years old at the time, she did. We lived with a family, ate
together and everything. And the fellow, he was a character. Since my siblings were so
much older, they had the opportunity with other children to go to my grandfather’s farm
in Maine. They told these wonderful fascinating stories about being on grandpa’s farm
and I was very jealous of the fact because he was dead by the time I came along. There
was that much difference. So when I was starting in high school, eighth grade high
school, I guess. I maybe talked about it some. This fellow, the landlord, he said, “Well,”
he said, “I know a farmer, just the one for you.” And he invited Phillip to come down
and that’s how we met.
-

Q:

Aha. And then he invited you to come see his farm?

3:
Well, eventually I guess. (“A” returns)Told how, Willie got us together. That’s
while I was still in high school.

Q:

So when you came, so you had no farm background. How did you become a farm

wife?
You mean when I came on the farm? Well, actually it was wartime and I had
B:
graduated from college and got a job at General Electric in Bridgeport. I was a food
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technologist. Because it was wartime, I had to do something to justify keeping
this... Actually, it was sort of an appliance showroom type thing but they changed it into a
food research lab. We did experiments on freezing and trying out different... ‘cause
freezers just came in at that time. Nobody thought about freezing but because of the war
they wanted to preserve their food. When my older son was born, then I stayed home. I
did go back for a year but my part would have been like waiting on stray customers that
came at odd times you know, from work and stuff like that.

Q:

Where did you go to school?

University of Massachusetts which was Massachusetts State College. Then
B:
eventually as this business grew, it seemed to demand coffee and things. I started making
cookies and made cookies by the thousands; which we sold.

Q:

This is with the Christmas trees?

A:

Umm. Yeah, for a long time we sold them right out of the kitchen window.

B:
Well, we had a table set up outside there and I had high school girls helping me. I
was just saying the other day, there was a time when I had eight or nine girls running
around the kitchen and...
Well, I knew. When I walked in, your kitchen is huge, and I figured there had to
be some reason.

Q:

Yeah. Before that it was a third the size when I started doing it. Then we decided
B:
we had to have something more.
A:

And they had one girl make hot chocolate.

B:

Oh, oh.

A:

And two or three baking cookies. She still has the big mixer.

B:

There’s a big mixer.

Urn hmm. So now with the Christmas tree industry, how.. .how much do you
plant every year and then what does it take to maintain it?

Q:

Well, it varies a little bit. I think we planted twenty thousand this.. lost.., how
A:
many did we lose from the drought?
C:

Probably four or five thousand I’d say.

A:

1966 was the worst drought.

It
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Q:

I’m going to stop you right here. The third voice we’re adding, introduce yourself

please.
C:

I’m Philip Jameson Jones, grandson of Phillip--- but known as Jamie.

Q:

Okay, thank you. The other drought was when?

A:
1966. It never rained from early May until September. I think it was worse than
this year except it wasn’t so hot. But that year ‘66, I lost them all. We planted.. .that was
the year I sold the cows. Lost fifteen thousand trees. The only advantage was, the next
year we had the spots marked with the dead trees to replant. We replanted the whole
thing. I didn’t think much about it. It was just tough luck. But I could see it create a
shortage of trees down the road. So we planted more white pine ‘cause they grow faster.
When they came into production, they were very, very popular until about ten years ago
when the new Fraser fir came into production. The popularity of white pine went to
pieces. We’ve thrown thousands of them away, nobody wants them. It’s not a true
Christmas tree and it’s a lot of work to shear ‘em but you still have to have a mix of trees.
Some like this kind, some like that kind. Blue spruce I guess is the old standby. Douglas
fir probably next and Fraser fir which is a native of the Smoky Mountains in North and
South Carolina.
B:

Did he tell you how he actually got started selling trees?

A:

Well, I think I mentioned people could see them on the hill and started...

Q:

I saw them. That’s how I found you.

A:

You can’t miss ‘em in a way if you’re observant.

Yeah, but he delivered for the first year in ‘47. He delivered about a dozen or so
B:
to neighbors and friends.
A:

Yeah, I remember one family...

B:

That started...

One family ordered a tree and I delivered it. I got a real lacing out because the
A:
little children in that house... Santa was supposed to bring the tree. I was supposed to
bring it at night.

Q:

Wearing a suit. A red suit. (Laughter.)

Well, that threw me for a loop. I said, if people wanted trees, they better come
A:
and get their own tree.

Q:

Now, do you go out to the field with them and saw it or do they saw it too?

Li

A:
I wish you could see this in December. Because we have employees, I think
sometimes it’s over ninety employees. You’ve got traffic people, information people,
baling people, a Santa Claus, a gift shop, cashiers...
B:

Refreshment stand.

A:

A refreshment stand. Traffic people. They are very important.

Q:

I can imagine on the road, yeah.

A:
And before the season starts, each group has a staff meeting and they get clued in
right up to date, where they’re going to go, what they’re going to do. And we’re
fortunate, most of them return year after year. Now they’re not all young people either.
They’re a whole mix of different people and they love it. They love working with
people, it’s exciting, it’s busy and they just enjoy it.
B:

They park in the hayfield up on top of the hill a lot and the parking lots down
here.

A:
We can park.. .we can park three hundred cars in the home lot, six hundred in the
top field and in our valley parking lot, another three hundred.

Q:

That’s amazing.

A:

So it’s very important for those parkers to get them lines started right.

Q:

When did you make the transition to having this kind of size?

Well, it kept growing from 1947, all through the 1950’s, 1960’s. 1 suppose we hit
A:
our stride in 1980’s. 1988 was the high water mark and then it tapered off a little bit
because there’s something about Christmas tree growers. They’re so good, they tell
everybody else how to do it. Did John Olsen mention that? (About, over production.)

Q:

Yeah, yeah.

A:

He’s cute.

Q:

Go ahead, someone from an orchard talked to me about that though.

The situation he describes with all the parking, that happens mostly just on
B:
weekends. It’s not that mobbed during the week.
No, weekdays it’s a pleasure to work. But, weekends get pretty hairy. And then I
A:
should add, you’ve got the element of weather. You have to have contingencies. You
got to have your snowplows ready. You got to have your sand trucks ready. It can

change from a beautiful day to everything covered with ice in an hour or two. So, I’m
not the one involved in all that decision making, now. My son Terry and his good crew;
his faithful staff pretty much handle it.
B:

And what about Jamie?

A:

Well, he’s learning.

Q:

Jamie, talk about when you started. How old were you when you started helping?

C:
As long as I can remember I guess. I don’t know whether I was helping or
hindering but I was on the farm doing something. Realty, working probably would have
been in high school. During the school year, I stayed pretty involved in the school
activities but during the summers I would help. I would help with the you know,
strawberry and blueberry seasons and of course the pumpkin crop. You know, it’s
planted in early June and you’d spend the summer caring for that. What my parents let
me do all through high school and college was have a vegetable garden. That’s kind of
where I earned a lot of my spending money/college tuition money; it was just growing
vegetables, sweet corn that sort of thing and selling it to the strawberry and blueberry
customers that came.

Q:

Your strawberries and blueberries are on this land here also?

A:

In the valley and over on the other farm. Yeah.

C:

Pumpkin Seed Hill.

A:

Actually, my son Terry started that thirty-five years ago?

He started the strawberries when he was in college. He grew vegetables too. Then
C:
he realized nothing pays like strawberries do in terms of..
(End of side one.)
A:
A pick-your-own crop was the answer to a worthwhile effort in farming. I don’t
know why he picked on strawberries.
B:

But he actually started in high school.

The money. You can make more.. more money per acre on strawberries than any
C:
other crop. I think that’s just the dollar value.
(Tape interruption.)
We were talking about when your dad went into strawberries and I asked what his
Q:
major was. If he had majored in agriculture or business or what he had done when he
went off to.. .you said the University of New Hampshire?
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Yeah, he went to the University of New Hampshire. Didn’t he start off in
C:
forestry?
A:

I believe he did.

C:
Started in forestry and then I don’t know how or.. .1 think he liked.. .he liked a
couple of the professors there. I know he’s always talking about a couple of the
professors who meant a lot to him. I think that’s why he started studying a lot more of the
fruit and I guess, vegetable crops. I mean, it’s all within the agricultural umbrella.

Q:

What was your major?

I went to Cornell University in Ithaca, New York. I primarily was a... a.. .1 guess
C:
fruit and vegetable science major. Cornell is a wonderful school and it allows me to take
a lot of other classes. So, I took a lot of business classes and...

Q:

We do need to go back to talk about strawberries.

Yeah, where did we leave off. He started I guess, thirty-five years ago with a
A:
specialty crop. Prior to that, he had acres of carrots, cabbage, little bit of everything. He
used to peddle it off She was the driver. Elizabeth.
B:

And then some. And he grew it organically at that time.

Q:

I passed Beardsley Organic down here. Are they really organic?

A:

Yeah, he really is. Yeah. He wouldn’t be a bad one to interview too.

So now, what do you think’s going to happen with this business? You said it
leveled off and...

Q:

A:

Well, we’re back in the tree...

Q:

You’re going to go back into strawberries?

A:

Summers.

Q:

You want to do trees or strawberries?

Well, the strawberry thing really took off He knew how to grow them properly,
A:
take care of them properly. He experimented with different varieties, good, bad and
indifferent. And I think during the early ‘80’s there was a tremendous demand for them.
Then I think it tapered off a little because so many of the women were working and
didn’t have time to come and pick strawberries. I think that entered into it a little bit.
But it’s carried on very nicely. Early on, he planted how many acres of blueberries?

Oh, we would have started probably with between seven and eight acres in the
C:
valley.
A:
$o after the strawberries finish around the fourth of July, the blueberries are
ready. That goes on all July, all of August. Pick-your-own. It’s different, you can stand
up or you can sit down or kneel. They.. .they keep longer.
B:

Than strawberries.

A:

Strawberries are a very critical crop.

Q:

How did the drought affect both of those crops this summer?

Well, fortunately in this valley, we can irrigate everything. Without irrigation and
A:
a reliable pond that recovers, we wouldn’t have had anything would we?
Yeah, for strawberries it’s important. You need to have water to grow
C:
strawberries for frost control. You lose your crop if it frosts in spring. You irrigate in the
middle of the night when the temperature drops below freezing and also just in order to
maximize your crop output. Anything, strawberries, blueberries. What are they? Kind
of like ninety-five per cent of it’s water. So in order to have a large crop, you have to
have it well watered. So yeah, the drought really didn’t affect them too much. More of
the effect from the drought was the hot weather associated with it. Because, it’s a harvest
your-own, people don’t feel like coming out and harvesting their berries in ninety plus
degree heat too much.
A:

Too hot.

So that...that’s where we lose some of it. They get ripe quicker so they go bad
C:
quicker, also, in the heat. So that’s where it really hurt the berry crops.
I want to... I know you want to back to trees but I want to ask you something else.
Did you have any connections in town? Were you ever involved in any town groups or
organizations?

Q:

A:

1 was in the State Legislature for four years. I was...

B:

That was very early on.

.a member of the Library Board of Directors, Chairman of the Board for twenty
A:
five years and I never quit until we got a million dollar addition on the library back in the
‘70’s.
(Tape interruption.)
.

.

When you were in the Legislature, were there many rural people in the
Legislature? This was after the ‘50’s then?

Q:
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A:

‘48, ‘49, ‘50 and ‘51.

Q:

Okay.

Very few farmers. Mitchell, Robert Mitchell and two or three others were all. It
A:
had changed. There might be more farmers right now I think. There’s always two or
three farmers, thank the Lord. So, common sense hasn’t died altogether.
Were there any issues that you remember that came up at that time related to
agriculture?

Q:

No. I was on the Forest and Park Commission. And I was also Director of the
A:
Connection Forest and Park Association with John Hibbard. As a matter of fact, I was on
the committee that hired John. He was just a young man, had worked in Florida a couple
years and we called him back to Connecticut.

Q:

Were you ever involved with the Farm Bureau or the...?

A:
I was President for two years for the Fairfield County Farm Bureau. Somewhere
I’ve got this all written down. My big job was.. well two big jobs. John Olsen probably
mentioned I was first President of the Connecticut Christmas Tree Growers Association
in 1960/61. Half a dozen had agitated to get organized and I was so busy I didn’t went to
get involved. But, finally I was like “drafted.” “You got to do it Phil.” So we did and
we started off with about fifty members and enjoyed every minute of it. Then I became a
Director of the National Christmas Tree Association. We met four times a year in
Milwaukee So for ten or twelve years I flew to Milwaukee four times a year. I couldn’t
do it now. National conventions every two years. Went all over the country from the
northwest.. .I’ve been everywhere with it.
How was Connecticut or New England Christmas tree growers.. .how are they
different than other parts of the country? Or are they?

Q:

Well, the tree industry.., growing Christmas trees on a farm really started in New
A:
York State and Pennsylvania in the ‘30’s and ‘40’s because there was so much empty
land in Pennsylvania .western Pennsylvania, the land wined by the coal mining. The
spoil banks. They were planted to trees.
.

Q:

.

Originally for erosion control?

Erosion. And when they got this high, (motioning with his hand) people thought,
A:
Oh, Christmas trees. That’s where it really started. Then it moved to the Midwest,
Wisconsin, Michigan into the cutover countries and worn out land; Minnesota, Michigan
and Wisconsin. Then to the northwest which is some of the good farmland. So it became
a nationwide industry really. And now, as far as I know, there’s Christmas trees grown in
every state in the union.

).
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Q:

We used to see you know, these big tractor trailers full of trees going..

A:

Coming down from Nova Scotia and Maine.

Q:

And going into New York?

A:

Oh, going all the way to Florida.

Q:

Mi over, okay.

Yes. They packed on between eight hundred and twelve hundred crunched, baled
A:
up trees. They had a magic date to start cutting up north. It was October 8th. The reason
they have to do that.. .they can’t wait for winter to come. They’ve got to get them cut
when they’re full of moisture. They hold them in the shade. They’re in a forest situation
with their butts on the ground. Some places they rigged up swampy areas so they can
still act like a cut.. .cut flower grower. Moisture up. They still ship them all over
the... down the East Coast; but less and less. As I said, tree growers are good to each
other, we tell everybody how to do it. The big growers now are in the Carolinas. I would
say that North Carolina probably ships out three million trees down to the south, Fraser
fir. I could show you pictures of these hillsides. Hundreds of acres, straight rows of
beautiful trees.

Q:

What did they replace?

A:

Just empty land as far as I know. It was either grazing land or cut over forest.

Q:

The trees don’t have to be fertilized?

Well, your first crop, you could get by with it but once you’re.. .now, we’re into
A:
sixth and seventh rotations. So, yes we do fertilize. And we also mulch with rotten
wood chips. We only spray when we have to but you got to.. .you have to watch. Well,
Jamie can tell you better than I, what mites, aphids, what else?
C:

Each tree’s got it’s own complex that you gotta...

You just have to watch it and only spray when you see a problem and not let it
A:
build up. If you don’t take care of it, you’re in for big trouble.
A few years ago there was a blight of some kind. Someone was selling off their
trees because they knew the next year they’d be dead. They had something that was
coming up. A red something. Does that sound familiar?

Q:

A:

Red spider mite?

C:

Red spider mite, yeah.
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Q:

Maybe that’s what it was.

A:

You have to be vigilant just like every other business, you got to watch it.

Q:

Are there key problems you remember facing during all this time?

A:

Key problems?

Q:

Key problems or key challenges that you would identify as a...?

A:

Well, we just mentioned and important one. Watch the insects.

Q:

Any that you particularly experience or that was particularly...?

A:

Well, we never had a disaster except for the droughts. That to me was a disaster.

B:
But early on we had... didn’t have the proper road. We had a long warm muddy
season. Everybody was getting stuck in the mud.
A:

Stuck in the mud.

Q:

Stuck in the mud.

But it was you know, relatively small at that point. His father was a baby. Tell
B:
about it.
We just had that problem a couple of years ago. That’s what forced us to redo the
C:
parking lot out here.
You may have noticed that this part of the parking lot is fairly new. The original
A:
parking lot has been there at least forty years. It never really was large enough. So we
tripled the size. That’s the home parking lot. You mentioned fire. I have seen a little
forest destroyed. One was started by a group that lived in the Army houses, in the Nike.
They burned up two thousand trees.

Q:

They didn’t do it deliberately, they’re just careless?

A:

No, kids playing.

Q:

Oh, kids.

The wind was in the direction that nobody saw it. By the time we got there the
A:
open side was going. Another problem, you have to keep the brush out, weeds mowed,
keep the grass down. A lot of mowing to do, lot of maintenance. If you just plant them
and forget them, you’ll end up with a forest of everything you don’t want.
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Q:
How much time do you spend in pruning? You don’t call it pruning. What do
you call it?
C:

Pruning.

A:
Pruning is the main thing. Well, we usually start in July. It goes on and on and
on. I don’t think you’re ever finished.
C:
Well, it goes in two stages. You do most of the bulk pruning I guess, in the
summer in July, through August. We do that with the college kids. They rotate between
selling strawberries and blueberries, the retail shifts and the other half of the time they
spend pruning the Christmas trees.

Q:

You said “bulk” pruning?

C:
It’s just when most of the pruning takes place. He says it never ends, because
during the summertime and the winter, a lot of times, their farm managers will go
through and re-prune all of the blocks.
A:

The ones that are left.

C:
Yeah. The trees that don’t get sold. A lot of it we call more of a “corrective
pruning” because it’s just individual snips, replacing things. Sometimes we don’t prune
the smaller trees until the wintertime because we don’t have time in the summer. If the
tree’s small, it’s not salable so we wait ‘til we do have time to do it. ---In the winter.

Q:

Do you tag trees?

A:
We started. We were forced to do tagging which was all right for a few years
until we got to a point where about five hundred people were tagging trees. All’s I can
say is, a customer’d come back, “Where did I put my tag?” Or you’d get a call, “Oh, you
can take my tag ofl my brother went hunting and he brought us a tree from Maine.”
“Mother-in-law died, we’re not going to have a tree this year. Take our tag off.” But the
last year we did it, I think I counted almost between fifty and eighty tags that were left.
They’d come back and they’d see a better tree or somebody had taken somebody else’s
tree. So I threw up my hands and no more tagging. Our stock answer is, ‘When you
want a tree, just come and get it.”
C:

Plus two hundred acres of trees...

A:
A small producer selling three to five, six hundred trees, that’s fine. They can
control it. But this place is so huge and so big, you’d be amazed the people who park in
the lower parking lot, the night will catch them way off in the boondocks and they’ll ask
the people, “Where is my car? Where do it go?” They’re lost. This happens every busy
day, doesn’t it?

t1c?

C:

Too ofien.

A:

Yeah.

Q:

What do you think’s been your greatest satisfaction through all of this?

A:
Well, I suppose to see something I started, had no idea really what I was getting
into. But it’s paid off. Always was happy planting trees. You plant a tree pretty quick
and the Lord willing, it’ll turn into a Christmas tree if you do the right things. So when I
think about it and analyze it, I’m pretty happy that I started something that’s still
growing. My grandson I guess, I... I warned him. I said, “Don’t give up on the Christmas
trees.” Apparently, you can keep growing them forever if you take care of them.
Did you see any difference when synthetic trees came in back in.. when would
that have been? In the ‘50’s?

Q:

Well, yeah. They came in with a vengeance really. Of course, some people are
A:
too lazy to go cut a tree. The artificial tree people have done a pretty good selling job.
Surveys now show a third of the households, they never have a tree anyway. A third
have a real tree and a third have a fake tree. So it’s.. .it’s a battle. You wouldn’t think a
third of the trees are fake would you? But they are.
Of course, we’ve got a bigger and bigger population so probably you’re staying
even in production basically.

Q:

Well, people think that you’re environmental input is pretty serious. Don’t cut
A:
anything. Now kids hate artificial trees. And this is part of the national strategy to
watch. A few years ago, the teachers right across America had some sort of a printout
from some group telling the kids to use an artificial tree which is made out of petroleum
really. And then in the land fill, it’ll never rot. Whereas, you know, a real tree is a kind
of recycling. We chip them up and throw them away and let them rot. Use them again
sometime.
I noticed a couple of years ago, they made a real point of countering all the fire
hazard issues; a real promotion about real trees not being a fire hazard if they’re used
correctly.

Q:

A:

That’s right. Right.

Q:

You know, it’s not the tree.

No the tree doesn’t start the fire. It’s the electric cord or the fireplace near it. But
A:
if a fake tree catches on fire, then the fumes are extremely toxic. It’s like burning a
rubber tire in your house. Very serious.

How did you keep up to date on everything? You said you went to meetings and
so I would imagine that at these conferences and meetings...

Q:

Oh, we visited farms all over the United States. There are two major magazines
A:
on Christmas trees and each state has it’s own publication. Every state has a Christmas
Tree Association. At least forty states do. I’m not sure if they all do. They all have nice
magazines. The magazine from the northwest is superb.

Q:

What is the name of these two magazines?

National Christmas Tree, they call it the American Christmas Tree Journal. The
A:
other one is just plain Christmas Trees published by a man in Kansas. But the articles are
just all about Christmas trees. Different ideas, different selling techniques, problems,
different species.
Do you get much help from.. .like you mentioned Cornell, from the Experiment
Stations at any of their...?

Q:

A:

Tremendous help.

Q:

I mean at New Haven or Storrs or...?

C:

Yeah.

Oh, yeah. Tremendous help. They can identify most any problem that comes
A:
down the pike. And right now they’re working on the...
C:

The scale I guess.

A:

There’s a scale insect.

Everything’s scale. Maybe with the strawberries it’s the nematodes or mites,
C:
black vine weevil. You name it, each crop has got it’s... Did you talk about the Nike
site?

Q:

Yes we did.

A:

Yeah, I talked enough about the problem with that.

C:

Okay, all right.

Q:

You didn’t go to college?

A:

No I did not.

Q:

But your son did?
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A:

Yes.

Q:

Was it a major family decision?

A:
I wasn’t good in mathematics. Algebra and the piece of my brain that should
have learned algebra and all that stuff never grew. (Chuckle.) I was headed to go the
University of Maine. I can’t say as I really wanted to go and I didn’t apply myself,
stayed home. I did go to the Bartlett School of Tree Surgery, 1938. Learned quite a bit
there.

Q:

Now, is that connected to the Bartlett Arboretum down in...?

That’s where I went to school for three weeks. Then we went to Long Island and
A:
I worked until June. Then the work petered out and I came home, worked on the farm
until the Hurricane of 1938. Then we were all pressed into service. I went to New
Haven, lived in New Haven.

Q:

They called you back?

Yeah, we struggled with busted trees for almost three months and then that work
A:
petered out. Came back to the farm and been there ever since.

Q:

Go ahead.

A:

Well, it was an interesting experience. I learned a lot.

It was interesting because the western side of the state wasn’t hit as hard as the
eastern side of the state with that Hurricane.

Q:

Well, it was bad enough. Yeah, we lost part of the barn roof. Lucky the whole
A:
roof didn’t go off. But you’re right. It went up.. .1 went to a greenskeeping course
probably the next spring. We used to ride up through the Mt. Tom (Massachusetts)area.
My goodness, those pine plantations were flattened. There was nothing left of them.

Q:

What is the greatest change that you’ve adjusted to, do you think? Either in...

A:

You mean personal?

Q:

Yeah, related to.. .to the tree business.

A:

Oh, the tree business.

Q:

Well, maybe... maybe there are others, I don’t know.

A:

Well, of course, the big change was when I didn’t have to go out and milk cows

1.

every morning and night.

Q:

Was there technology.. .1.. .when you mentioned baling the trees, I’m thinking,
that’s within recent years basically.
A:

Yeah.

Q:

How many, ten years ago, five years ago?

A:

Well, I think we’ve had a baler for what is it, fifteen years?

Yeah, the electric baler. The balers have to pull it through, was all that I could
C:
remember. Then we got an electric, mechanical one that we.. .with the string that wraps it
up.
A:
That has probably saved us more work. We used to tie them up by hand. Did you
ever tie a tree by hand?
C:

No.

Q:

This winter, this year you’re going to do them, just because.

C:

Yeah, I know.

Q:

Do you sell wreaths and things in your.. .in your gift shop?

A:

Yes we do.

Q:

Who makes the wreaths?

We make some but more and more we buy them in from two or three specialist
A:
wreath makers in Maine. But we decorate a lot of them. Don’t we?
C:

Yeah, yeah. We decorate.

A:

Are there some people who come back every year to do this?

C:

Yeah, yeah. We got somebody’s younger relatives.

Q:

Are there any other changes in technology or machinery that you can think of?

Well, tree planting has changed completely. We used to dig all of the holes by
A:
hand. Now we have little augers, little mechanical augers, zip.. .zip. We try to maintain a
straight row in one way possible both ways. And prior to planting, we spot the spot with
what do you call it? Capis.
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C:

Spray paint.

A:

Spray paint.

Q:

That’s a new thing right there when you think about it.

And the other thing is... are the tree trimmers. The Sarjay backpack. they’re like a
A:
giant hedge trimmer. They’re reciprocal and you just walk around the tree and it’s all
done. But you still have to fix the top.
(Tape interruption.)
.or what else you want to say. Oh, I have one other question. Decisions that
were made as you went into this. When you did this with your father, you did decisions
together? What role did your wife have in decisions relating to the business? I mean was
she a homemaker or was she a business partner?

Q:

A:

. .

No, she was.. .she. .more homemaker, taking care of the kids, feeding us.
.

How are your books kept? I don’t mean this to be personal, I’m just saying is that
some of the...

Q:

A:
No, I.. .1 kept the books a hundred per cent after my father moved to Florida. Now
I keep about a third of the books. I still.. .1 work part of the business. Certain bills that
I.. .The payroll is all done out in the office. We have a full-time secretary, bookkeeper.
But payroll is a big job.

Q:

A lot of regulations there?

That’s all outsourced now. farm.. Farm Credit does that. My mother does a lot.
C:
She’s the. ..she calls herself the Chief Financial Officer.
The tree business wasn’t as big. My father enjoyed it. He loved to help sell them.
A:
My mother had an early gift shop in the old farm house. He enjoyed that. He built her
tables. She didn’t like to give it up but as she aged she... she really couldn’t handle it.
That’s when they moved to Florida.
You mentioned the development rights. A variety of people have sold them,
decided not to sell them, done part of them and so on. What kind of decisions went into
your.. .what kind of thoughts went into your decisions about doing part of your land?

Q:

Well, it’s too bad my son Terry isn’t here. He. .he’s the one that fielded all that
A:
work. He’d run it by me what he planned to do. He’d run it by me when it was
accomplished which took a long time. Basically, when he purchased the hundred acre
farm, he calculated that the old home farm should pay for it. He paid full development
rights for it. It was all surveyed, all blocked off into ninety-nine house lots and his offer
apparently beat out or was equal to the developers offers. It was a nice farm and in some

ways it’s nicer than this one. It’s two miles away. One field is so long, the former
owner, when he was alive, had an airplane. He had an airstrip. It’s a nice.. .but we grow a
lot of trees over there too, on the worst slopes.

Q:

Did your son buy this from the estate or was the man still alive?

A:
He died. His widow rented it to different farmers for mostly haying and some
corn and they just raped the land. When we bought it, it was in a mess. They used to get
stuck in the mud. They tore up the fields. There were barbed wire fences here there and
everywhere. Terry used the Soil Conservation people to lay out a proper layout, did the
berms and the drain ditches. Parts of it were very wet. It’s all drained, tiled and the
agricultural part is all under irrigation. Permanent underground system the same as the
valley, pretty much. We really transformed... I enjoyed working over there. Took my
little bulldozer over there and worked hour after hour. He also bought the valley farm
which is.. .what is it, forty acres? Thirty-seven?
C:

Oh, about thirty-five.

A:
That was a worse mess. Well, we straightened it out over the years and it’s now
cropland, Christmas trees. We use all of it, every inch of it.
C:

Yeah.

Q:

Sounds like part of your enjoyment is seeing...

A:
The land working. My great-grandfather’s motto sort of was “Be good to the land
and the land will be good to you.” We have it carved on a big rock over there.

Q:

Wonderful. Thank you so very, very much. Do you want to talk about...

A:

It was my pleasure.

Q:

.

about the future?

C:

The future? Of this farm or...

A:

As long as we have a Christmas and people eat, I guess we’ll be all right.

Right, we hope so. For me, I mean, I.. .1 think we’re lucky. This farm definitely
C:
has a good future. You know, it’s been preserved. We preserved it. The development
rights on a lot of the land and may in the future do that on the rest of the farm. We
benefit tremendously from our location you know, in southwestern Connecticut. The
population here you know, willing to come out to the farm and spend money. That’s very
much is what has made the Christmas tree business what it is; and, strawberries,
blueberries and pumpkins successful. In recent years it’s also been sort of discouraging
too is you know, the recent trend in development and seeing other farms around us just
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you know...
A:

Evaporate.

Evaporate. One of the enjoyable things about being able to farm is not having to
C:
worry about your neighbors. Everyone wants to live next to the farm and look at the farm
but once they get there, sometimes there’s smells, sounds, things that they don’t always
approve of or want to hear. Here, like our noise cannons in the blueberries or spraying
with the tractors are both noisy and the spray sometimes stinks. So, that’s the.. .that’s a
problem. One of the things that scares me.. .the neighbors of our Pumpkin Seed Hill
F arm, they decided they wanted to develop their land and there’s really nothing we can
do. We can’t afford to buy all the farmland around here. Especially at the price that it... it
garners now; hundred thousand dollars plus, an acre. So, fortunately we have the
Christmas trees. Part of this farm is surrounded by houses. Christmas trees are a little
more conducive to having neighbors nearby. But a lot of the other crops, you know,
pumpkins require a lot more spraying. Blueberries, the noises. It’s a problem with
wildlife hunting. The deer have been a tremendous problem. When you’ve got houses
surrounding you, you can’t shoot the deer which we do quite a bit of, here, to basically
save our crops. When you’re surrounded by houses, you can’t do that. So, I’ll credit my
father.. He’s worked so hard. He’s Co-chairman of the local Conservation Commission
and has worked tirelessly. And you too. (Referring to CCA) You forgot to mention
you’re the Vice-president of the Sheldon Land Trust. Just trying to preserve whatever
agricultural land we do have left in this part of the.. .the state. 1 would say 1 guess, we
figure there’s about two thousand acres right here?
A:
Well, we’re fortunate. Bridgeport Hydraulic owns the bulk of this valley which is
one of the main watersheds for Bridgeport which is sacred land. It really couldn’t be
developed. It’s muck land and it’s a big aquifer. it lies between this farm and the farm
over there. Shelton is quite conscious of empty space and the city has purchased many
hundreds of acres just to keep it that way. So, it looks fairly bright for the next how
many years? I don’t know.

Q:

A couple generations?

C:

Yeah,

A:

Ithinkso.

The other thing that we found, one of the new things. I mentioned that I went to
C:
Cornell. One thing I became interested in was grapevines and a winery. One project we
see on the horizon is creating a winery. We’ve noticed, we’ve talked about, he
mentioned the.. .the wives moving into the work place, having less time to come pick
strawberries. We kind of changed that by making a family activity. Credit my mother
and my father. Before, when they first started, they never gave hay rides out to the
strawberry fields and around in back and guided tours and stuff People would come,
they’d pick two, three, four, five baskets of strawberries, bring them home, freeze them,

can them, make jam. Now, if you’re lucky---the family comes...the. ..tbis whole family
comes. We’re lucky if they pick a couple of pounds of strawberries. It’s kind of the
activity. They’ve got time, they want an educational, fun, wholesome activity but they
don’t want to bring all these berries home and have all this work to do with them. They
have the money to spend so now we’re looking towards other you know, more value
added types of products to offer. Something like a winery where we could transform the
leftover strawberries, blueberries, to do a higher value added product seems like a good
idea. Besides that also, my mother dreams of having a bakery. People, they come to the
farm and pick strawberries. You’ve got them, here. Well, they want a strawberry
milkshake or ice cream or this and that. They want to have an outing out of it. We don’t
offer products like that but if you want to continue farming around here, it’s one of the
things you kind of have to look at to really make your farm sustainable. So, it’s more ag
tours and that so...

Q:

I was talking to someone... ag entertainment.

C:

Yeah, ag entertainment. Like, that’s what the pumpkins are. I mean.

Q:

Thank you very much.
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