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Q:

This is October 8, Luane Lange interviewing Sandy and Henry Rose. Thank you for
agreeing to do this. Would you start by talking about probably, Henry, where were
you born?

H:

In Hartford. Hartford Hospital but actually in Glastonbuiy. I’ve been here all my life.

Q:

On this piece of land?

H:

Actually, I grew up.. my mother’s father owned part of this farm and my father’s
people were down on Main Street and then eventually we moved up here.

Q:

Sandy, what is your background to this?

5:

Actually, I grew up about four miles from here in South Glastonbury. I was born in
Hartford, centennial baby as a matter of fact, and lived here all my life. So it was just
about four miles away. It was back when it was a very rural community. It’s changed
quite a bit since I’ve been here and it’s really has changed quite a bit since he’s been
here.

Q:

Would you like to talk about what you remember it was like when you were growing
up? The farm?

H:

There was no running water in the house. They heated it with wood stove and then in
1963, we modernized everything. The house next door, which we bought in 1957, was
the same way. There was no conveniences in ‘em. And my mother wouldn’t

leave. Once she left here and got down to Main Street, she wasn’t about to come
back until everything was fixed back up to the twentieth century.
5:

‘Cause you were the other side of the tracks back then.

H:

Yeah, this wasn’t considered the place to live back then. The closer you got to town
and public transportation was really the desirable place to be.

Q:

Where did you go to school?

H:

The Academy School in Glastonbuiy which is now the Town Office Building.

Q:

All right. And that was elementary school?

H:

Yes. Well, the building behind was elementary. Where the actual Town Office
Building was the high school.

Q:

And when you talk about this being the wrong side of town, was there any
differentiation in school because you were out in the country?

H:

No, no. It was just everything there was con.. .you could walk places where here you
had to be driven most of the time or it was along walk to get somewhere.

Q:

How did you get to school?

H:

The school bus. My mother used to walk from here down to Main and Hopewell to
catch a trolley car to go to work in Hartford.

S:

Every day.

H:

Every day and then walk home at night.

Q:

How many miles was that?

H:

Two miles. And that was before jogging was in. Well, on the way home it was up.

Q:

What did she do in Hartford?

H:

She worked at Aetna.

5:

Actually, little Aetna.

H:

Little Aetna. Okay.

Q:

And had your father been born on this farm?

H:
No, he actually was born.. .my mother was the one born here. Yeah, my father
was born.. his father was a soapmaker for J.B. Williams. Then he bought the place
from my grandfather and got interested in raising blueberries. And it just kind of
evolved from there.

Q:

Had he been raised on a farm someplace?

H:

Nope, nope but he...

S:

Well, the Rose’s were farmers from Long Island.

H:

Down in Long Island, they were potato farmers.

Q:

Oh, oh. All right.

H:

Then afier my grandfather came up here and worked for J.B. Williams making shaving
soap and my father... oh, he was a reporter for the Brooklyn Eagle. He was in the
Merchant Marines. He had sailed to South America quite a few times and then he... I
guess he ended up.. .he decided he wanted to raise blueberries and he worked with the
USDA testing new varieties for them.

5:

This is back in the ‘40’s when blueberries as we know them, didn’t exist.

Q:

Okay.

H:

Well, they.. .they were in their infancy.

S:

Infancy, yes.

Q:

Now you mentioned that they were potato.. .they were potato farmers in Long Island
and then you mentioned the Brooklyn paper. You mean Brooklyn, Connecticut?

H:

No, Brooklyn, New York.

Q:

Brooklyn, New York. Oh, all right because they have potatoes up in that part of the
State was what I was thinking.

H:

Oh, okay. No, no. This was out in the Hamptons on Long Island. (Okay, okay.) He
just ended up...he went to Columbia Journalism School and so he got ajob with the
New York papers. This was right during.. it must have been the Depression ‘cause
he.. .he talked about the racketeers and Mayor LaGuardia and all people like that.

Q:

So then when.. .do you have brothers and sisters?

H:

No, I’m it.
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Q:

Now, you lived in a rural area down the road.

5:

Well, actually it was actually by the country club and we were still five miles from
nowhere. I mean, I’m thirteen years younger than my husband so I mean I was part of
the baby boom that they were building all these schools for. I do vaguely remember
being on school buses for forty-five minutes each way.

H:

Next to the country club then used to be a hotel where people would come up from
New York City and vacation for a week or so in the country and there was a few of
these places around.

Q:

Yes. I know there is some in other parts of the State. I didn’t know they were, here,
too.

H:

Yep, there was.. .where Glastonbury Hills is, that used to be the Villa L. .Villa Maria
and...

5:

And then right down the road from where I grew up was Saglio’s, yep.

H:

Saglio’s place and there was one or two up here where people would come and spend
a week or two. It was kind of now they’re getting back to having bed and breakfast
on the farm but they had done it...

5:

Yeah, way back when. It’s. ..what goes around comes around. But you know, I.. .we
had some of the small dairies. I remember going up to Chet Clark’s and you know,
helping him milk, you know. The big thing was when they finally got the electric
milkers you know, and you’d go up and there’d be a cow that was missing. John, the
German, would go, “Offa humbug.” But is was, you know, it was really.. .it was a
really country. ..country atmosphere until I would say until the ‘70’s when it really got
going. Late ‘60’s early ‘70’s they really started to build. (H: Right.) We had a lot of
the engineers moving in from Pratt and Whitney. Well, that’s why father was here, it
was because of Pratt and Whitney.

H:

It was in the fif. .late ‘50’s.

Q:

So you lived out here but he worked at Pratt and Whitney.

5:

Yeah. Yeah, Pratt and Whitney’s what, twelve miles away. This is why Glastonbury
basically got built up was because of Pratt and Whitney.

H:

Before now, the little mill down the road, that was a woolen mill. There was one in
East Glastonbury and... and people would have a small farm, work there in the winter.
The wife would work.. .that type of thing and then when Pratt and Whitney started
hiring everybody and paying more, most of these places couldn’t make it and I guess
down south was cheaper to make product.

.

Q:

Did the people who lived out here and worked at the mills and than at Pratt and
Whitney, did they live here on.. .in the rural area because of supporting their family
better by liv.. .having their own subsistence if you wifi, or did they eventually choose to
live here because they wanted to live in the rural...?

H:

They grew up here and just never.. .never left, weren’t too adventuresome.

S:

Yeah, but they came here in the early.., at the turn of the century. These were the
Northern Italians came here because they came here to cut railroad ties. And the
Southern Italians chose the cities and the Northern ones tended to settle in this area for
some reason.

H:

Yeah, well they were happier here....

S:

They didn’t have to be in the country. But that’s why they’re all basically from
the... all the ones in this area are all from the same area in Italy.

H:

Everytime they needed more people to work, they just would write a letter and some
more would come.

S:

In fact, your grandfather came over first and his mother was the only one born here.
She was twenty years younger than her next sibling...

H:

There was two brothers.

S:

.who were actually Italians and they didn’t speak.. .one of them didn’t speak very
much English. Louie didn’t speak much English. But yeah, so she was.. .so Henry’s
kind of a weird generation where she was that much younger than her siblings and he
was born when she was thirty-nine. So they’re all kind of off generations.

H:

Yeah, and she

5:

And he lived to be ninety-something, Pietro.

Q:

So now, is the family name Rose or is it...?

H:

It’s Rose. That’s...that’s the English. My father favored the English one and Sk-was my mother’s name.

Q:

Okay, all right. Interesting.
(Tape interruption.)

..

(?) was born actually when my grandfather was about close to fifty.

Okay, the plane that went over, you said, “The pipeline.”
H:

Yes, Algonquin Gas Transmission and it’s a twenty-four and a thirty inch line that
goes from New Jersey to Boston and with laterals going off to many of the cities. The

plane flies it.. .now they’re.. .1 think it’s almost every day. It used to be once a week
but I think the government got after them.

Q:

To check it to see...?

H:

If there’s any activity on it. The minute they see you digging something, pretty soon
there’ll be a truck here to find out what’s happening.

Q:

So when did this go in?

H:

The first one was in 1952, the other one was in 1964 I believe.

Q:

And they contacted you? Or did.. .how did.. .how did they go about plotting this out?

H:

They plotted it and just came and told people, “We’re coming.”

Q:

Oh.

S:

And what was it, two hundred and seventy-five dollars you got from ‘em?

H:

You got a dollar a rod.

Q:

A measuring rod.

H:

Yes, and for a seventy-five foot right-of-way and so there’s roughly three quarters of a
mile of it on this property and we have two hundred and fifty-seven dollars.

S:

And basically it’s you can’t. ..you can basically see where it is everywhere but when we
built our original scale house which is now over there, we had them put a mark where
it was. Well, it’s a good thing that they didn’t hit the line because they found out...

H:

I’m not sure that you want this on the tape...
(Tape interruption.)

Q:

Okay, let’s go back to when your days were like when you were growing up. How
much work did you have to do on the property?

H:

It kept you fairly busy. There wasn’t much time for other activities. There was
usually something to do.

Q:

Now, what was here then? Was it an orchard?

H:

There was some blueberry, some blueberries, a few strawberries, things like that.

Q:

Go on about the blueberries. You started talking about that. I used to pick
blueberries up in Michigan. We used to out blueberry picking out in the wild. You
said they weren’t as we know them so what’s happened to...? And they tested them?

H:

Well, they.. .they’d been breeding them and making them bigger and bigger all the time.
Now what part of Michigan?

Q:

Up in Alpena, Rogers City area.

H:

I was in more South Haven because there was some people in that area and over
around Otter Lake that cooperative.., cooperated with the government that my father
would write letters back and forth doing things.

Q:

And they were breeding...?

H:

Yeah, the government would breed the.. .they would make a lot of crosses and then
sent the seedlings out to all different farms to try. Then the people from USDA would
come around once a year, once every two years and... and look at the berries and
decide whether they were worthy of pursuing.

Q:

Interesting. And how many places in Connecticut did this?

H:

There was just one in Connecticut. But there was at that time, there was about seven
in the United States that did it.

Q:

And what year again would that have been?

H:

This would have been the late ‘40’s, early ‘50’s.

Q:

Very interesting. And how long did you take part in that?

H:

‘Til about 1959. He got a stroke and that and it ended his involvement.

Q:

So then going back to your growing up, you worked.. .you learned by working beside
him?

H:

Yes.

Q:

And did you know you were going to follow?

H:

No. But this.. .by the time...

S:

It was taken out of his hand because of his stroke.

H:

I got out of school, he had a stroke and it just happened.
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Q:

Out of high school?

H:

Yes.

S:

He was eighteen when he.. .he was eighteen basically when he started running the farm.

H:

And then he died in what... sixty-two or three?

S:

Sixty-three.

H:

About four or five years later.

Q:

So you were pretty young?

H:

Yeah.

Q:

Now how had you developed this. These added...

H:

It started.. .the original farm was in that road that way to those trees and then this part
came...bought it in 1959. He had made an arrangement to buy it and so then we
started clearing it and planting and expanding the farm.

Q:

How many acres do you have in blueberries and strawberries before 1959?

H:

There was about ten in blueberries and one or two in strawberries. The total place
was twelve or thirteen acres.

Q:

So.. .and he had planned to buy so he hadn’t anticipated.. he wasn’t feeling ill when
he...?

H:

No, no. Yeah.

Q:

You were going to say something Sandra?

5:

How about across the street?

H:

There was just a three-acre field. There was seven on this side and then three acres
over there.
So how did you learn then at.. .when you were eighteen?

H:

By mistake.. .oh...

5:

Opportunity as far as I know of...the college of hard knocks?

Q

Q:

How did you gradually get your.. .your information and.. .and...:

H:

Oh, probably from just knowing contacts that had Se.. .learned from him and then most
people are willing to help you and if. .cany on.

Q:

What do you think.. .well, let’s go back. What were your neighbors like?

H:

Um, they were fine.

S:

Especially with the same neighbors you have now. I mean, they’re you know, well,
when his father died they had to sell.. .there’s a Blueberry Lane down here that they
had to sell. There was what... sixteen... (H: fourteen.) acres?

H:

Yeah, fourteen

5:

So basically to satisfy the government for taxes. Inheritance taxes because they didn’t
really expect and so that’s the only change in neighbors really were the ones that
border along that side.

H:

But everybody else is pretty much...

S:

Everybody else is the same as it was.

H:

Well the last few years some have changed...

S:

Yeah some but it’s basically you know, your...your main neighbors haven’t changed.

Q:

And are they also producing like you are?

H:

Some are, some aren’t and some have retired and oh, like the place next door, there’s
two or three houses on it.

S:

You had a chance to buy it what.. .twelve years ago, fourteen years ago whatever but
who knows. You know, at that time it’s inexpensive but now it’s not cheap, you
know?

H:

Yeah, before... and who needed more blueberries?

5:

Right. But now it’s the water rights we would have liked, you know. (Oh.)

H:

And then there’s some people up the road who the father died and the sons are
continuing. Another place just sold for a lot of money.

Q:

Are they going to stay in farming or are they going to...?

H:

They kept a little bit.

5:

Thirty acres, a hobby farm. The rest is.. .it’s up on the hill overlooking everything.

Q:

Has anyone sold their development rights?

H:

No.

5:

They won’t pay enough out here. See, development rights only work if it’s good
arable land and we’re talking out here, rock, ledge...

H:

Well, it’s land that’s classified one through eight in...

S:

This has got to be nine.

H:

No, no, no. The best of our land probably starts at three. The majority of it goes from
there.

Q:

All right.

S:

So they’re going to put the money into good arable land first because that’s the whole
premise of it. Up here the problem is it’s worth so much in development because
you’re.. .you’re up now.. .the ironic things is it used to be the other side of the tracks
and now it’s the. ..the “golden land.” Everybody wants to be up here because you have
views of Hartford and up in the hill country. Now it’s going forty/fifty thousand an
acre. Well, they’re not going to pay you that kind of money on a development.

Q:

Okay, all right.

5:

It’s...the highest we’ve heard is eight thousand I think. So, I mean, there’s just no
way. You know, you’re.. unless you’re really dedicated and you willing to basically
give it away would you go into the development program. Plus you don’t know what
they’re.. .you know, it doesn’t mean... all that means is they get.. .the State holds the
rights; while the State could turn around and do something with it sometime, too.

H:

Here, probably they would stay...

S:

I don’t know that.

Q:

Interesting point. Someone else has asked that. We also talked about the fact that in
Connecticut it’s forever where other states have a timeline. But in Connecticut, it’s
forever.

H:

Now there are some programs that if you don’t do something, agree not to do
anything for ten years, they’ll give you something.

in

S:

490, the taxation.

H:

No, no. It’s more than 490, Sandy. If they actually talk some money or the fella from
Massachusetts, they gave him money to build.. .he built an events barn on the farm. If
he agreed not to develop for ten years, he got.. .1 think he told us like forty thousand
dollars to build this barn that could be used for dances, for functions.

Q:

Is that Wright’s Mill?

H:

No, no. This is up in... actually is a Rose from up in.. .Bill Rose from up in.. .on the
Mohawk Trail in Massachusetts.

Q:

Okay, so.. .yeah.

5:

Red Apple Farm.

H:

Yeah, and he had (me) heard speak at a meeting and so he was around in the area so
he stopped to see us.

Q:

So, do you.. .do you get information like this.. .you said talking to other people but do
you go to meetings and so on or... in magazines...?

H:

Magazines, direct marketing, associations, this type of thing.

5:

See farming is a very small community in a lot of ways. You know, especially in a
food area because you.. .basically everyone ends up knowing everybody else and
it’s...there really aren’t that many of us left number-wise.

Q:

How many do you think in the State?

S:

In the State of Connecticut? Active full-time farmers?

H:

Oh, I’m not sure.

5:

Active full-time farmers, I bet you...

Q:

In food or just total?

5:

Just in food. I guess in food, I guess, I would guess under a hundred full-time.

H:

Yeah, I guess that would be right.

5:

It would be under a hundred I would say, full-time. You know, that actually makes
their living from it. You know, there’s a lot of part-timers around. But there’s ones
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that actually make their living from it that have to depend on it for their income, I’d
say there’s less than a hundred food farmers in the State of Connecticut.

Q:

Yyou’ve added a lot of...of direct marketing and you’ve added a lot of...of appeal to
families and so on. When did that start?

H:

In the ‘70’s. We started pick-your-own in the late ‘60’s. I’m not sure on that...it was
the late ‘60’s and that was a great business for a while. People really were concerned
about... and would come out and buy quite a bit. You had freezers and things but that
has diminished. People will still come out but they won’t buy the quantities they used
to. So then we figured, well, if we can keep them coming for different crops... ‘cause
mainly we had the blueberries and the strawberries. That’s when we diversified into
these other things and amusing people. But this is also the land of monkey see monkey
do so there’s plenty of competition. You know, we steal ideas, people steal ideas from
us so that the pie gets cut more and more times.

Q:

So it becomes well, a different kind of a business basically.

H:

Yes.

5:

Oh yeah. We’re into entertainment fanning. I mean we have the agricultural side of it
but it’s.. the all-consuming part is really the agriculture.. .the agricultural entertainment.

H:

And we’re probably still half wholesale which is getting to be a really beat-you-up
game. Yeah.

S:

Dog eat dog, yeah. That’s.. .that’s the most frustrating and...

H:

Because you compete with the United States, Canada and other countries.

S:

I was going through some records in our basement. I had to make room for a new oil
tank and found some out of the early ‘80’s where we were getting fifleen dollars a box
for pears. Well, last week we sold some pears for fourteen dollars a box. Same pears.
Now mind you, this is seventeen years later. The box alone, that we put it in has
probably gone from twenty cents to ninety cents. Not to mention I think, minimum
wage was below three dollars then.

H:

Nah, it wasn’t.. .well, you think it was that low?

5:

I know it was two-something, yeah. I think it was two or three dollars an hour.
Whatever, but it’s just.. .you know, you just start thinking the differences and there’s
no....I mean, it’s going to get worse. That’s the worse part, it’s going to get worse.
It’s not going to get better.

Q:

Where do you ship to? Where do you wholesale to?

1-,

H:

At the Regional Market in Hartford and a lot of those go to probably the chain stores.

S:

And yet, people don’t ever see that.. .the savings, because the grocery stores are.. .have
so much competition that they lower the price on you know, like the thousand other
things in the other part and.... and yet they make fifty per cent on their produce and
that counteracts for the grocery aisle. Yeah, we’re paid forty cents a pound for
that.. .that pear and they’re selling it for ninety-nine cents on sale. Now, which is fine
and good. I wish we had that kind of markup but you can’t.. .you can’t live on that.
We can’t live on that kind of profit margin all the time. And it’s...it’s good that
they’re able to counteract it. We keep hearing from our wholesaler, “Oh, but they
only make one per cent.” Well, when they figure their one per cent,
they.. .that. everything’s taken off of that, all their depreciation, all their new buildings,
everything like that. Well, if we took one per cent of what the farm is worth, we’d like
to make that, too. You know, I mean, you know, it’s just...
.

.

H:

And... .you know, wages are some much higher than ours are so...

S:

They always are. You know...

H:

So one per cent of.. of a truck driver (who) gets twenty bucks an hour is much better
than one per cent of six-fifty for one of our workers. But I think that’s just the way
everybody’s battling. The Wal-Mart’s are coming in and beating up the little stores
and yet people shop in these places so that must be what’s supposed to happen.

5:

And we are.. .you know, let’s face it. There’s pears being grown globally and if the
consumer does not ask, “Where are these from?” ‘Cause the consumer has no concept
of where anything is grown anymore or when it’s in season. I don’t know when
oranges are in season. I’ve never figured that one out. I would love to know when I
can buy a fresh orange but the stores purposely don’t tell you. I don’t think the
orange farmers want you to know either. You know, because then that way they can
used stored stuff. I’m sure if you lived in Florida you would know much more about
what’s in season...

H:

But as soon as Asia, their economy gets a little weak, they won’t take stuff from the
west coast so suddenly that would come this way. So it’s really.. .it’s a big world
we’re playing and while you wouldn’t think that we’d be affected that much,
eventually it trickles down to...

5:

Well, like China, the.. .the apple trees...

H:

Oh, there’s as many trees planted in China, non-bearing trees, as there are total trees in
the rest of the world. So when they decide.. .when they all come in...of course, they
don’t have the transportation systems...

5:

Or the storage capability yet.. .but...

H:

There’s a tremendous amount of things there. I’m not sure agriculture looks as bright
as it used to.

Q:

Why do you stay?

H:

Idon’t know...

S:

We’ve wondered that a lot of time, really.

H:

Like it you know, it’s a certain challenge. As you get older, I’m not sure you
appreciate the fight as much.

S:

Yeah, I think, you know, I think this is something we’ve.. .we’ve talked about quite a
bit lately, you know, it’s...my husband is fifty-eight years old. And it’s one of those
things. He has a son that’s coming through but where are we going? You know,
we’re afraid if we don’t do something, we’ll never be able to do anything. Meaning
that our neighbors and the town will basically just say, “You can’t.” And that’s a big
fear when you’re sitting on five million dollars worth or property. For them to say,
“No, you can’t do anything.” Who are you to take our pension plan? You know,
heaven forbid there’s this big cry that their, you know, cash based pension plans. You
know, when AT&T decided to change the pension plan. But they think nothing of
saying, “Oh, no, no, no. You’re going to go one acre to two acre.” There’s no hue
and cry there because there’s only so many of us. There’s just too many of them. And
they basically will win. And it’s just.. it’s just sad where it’s basically, we don’t want
to do anything but we don’t want to be the last one either.

H:

This inheritance tax gets to be a big nut.

5:

Yeah, because you have to have.. .the farm is no good without a farmer. You have to
have someone willing to put that time, that efi’ort and that capital into the operation.
And just to save the land for the sake of saving it is just not going to do anything. And
this is where.. .every day your hear, you know, “Oh, it’s too bad, this is going, this is
happening.” What do you expect? We’re twelve miles from Hartford. You can’t
expect life to stand still. It would be nice. I would love it. I can remember the
Glastonbuiy I grew up in. But, yet, these houses that they’re building.. .these, you
know, these seven thousand square foot houses. Who want’s to invest with the house.

H:

Someone must.

5:

Someone must. But they have to put them on a two acre lot. Now why do you need
a two acre lot? All it does is waste land. You could put that same house on one acre
and then you could put that many more and then you’d have that other acre
somewhere to have open space. But they don’t want to hear that. They want
someone else to have the open space. They want you to pay for their open space. We
were involved in a project once where some... someone stood up and said “Oh, you
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can’t do anything there. I walk my dog in that land.” And well, excuse me. When is
the last time you paid the taxes on it? You know, that’s just the concept. No, it’s not
your land. We may allow you to use it thinking it’s yours but it is not your land. No
more than you want me having a picnic on your front yard. ff1 did that everyday I
think you’d get a little perturbed. Because you think that is your castle and that is
your private property. Well, what do you think this is? They have no concept... or
they have no concept of sending their kid out to pick an apple off the tree and get back
in the car that that’s stealing. How do you.. .you know, how these God fearing people
think that’s not stealing? They didn’t grow it. When we used to raise pumpkins up
where Stop and Shop is now, there was a day care center who posted a notice on their
bulletin board saying there were free pumpkins there that all grew in nice neat little
rows. They were just flabbergasted when we said, “Excuse me, I don’t think so.”
“Well, they’re.. .they’re just growing here.” “No, they’re just not growing there, we
cultivate those. Those are ours. You don’t do day care for free so why should we
farm for free?” But that was.. .but here they were teaching these three-year-old
children that these were free.

Q:

Amazing.

S:

Because someone was growing them and they were just there. This is where I think
there is such a... a double standard in some ways. I just.. .it just angers us that.. .to
know that.. .and the people just have no concept of why we get angry. It’s...it’s just a
matter of viewpoint. And there’s nothing you can teach anyone until you get on the
other side.

Q:

But people need to think about where this comes from.

S:

Exactly.

Q:

Which is kind of why.. .how this project got going because...

H:

Yeah.

5:

Yeah.

Q:

And.. .and we want it to go to people eventually, that are not either historians or
agricultural people, we want it to go the public somehow. Just to have them think.
Just to have them think. Tell me about.. you mentioned your help, where.. .where do
they come from and where did they used to come from and how many do you have?

H:

It depends which crew you are.

Q:

You mean am I blueberry or strawberry?

H:

No, we have some school kids that will work with the pick-your-own and then we
have a bunch of Laotian women.. .well, it.. .it started out with the.. .the women.. .they
would come and the little kids. Well, now the little kids are gone off to school and
they’re...

St

They were in their twenties. It’s the same women.

H:

Yeah, well I don’t know if you want to call them old ladies but they’re...

Q:

Be careful.

S:

Well, Woodona is younger than...

H:

She’s about my age but she had thirteen kids and then she still comes...

5:

She’s about your age. She has thirteen kids and she weighs, I betcha, eighty pounds
soaking wet. But win or lose, she’s about this big and when Woodona talks, those
kids listen.

H:

The kids would all listen and there was.. .interesting. Then we had the Mexican crew
that did a lot of the other work. And they all come from one town. They showed up
here one day so we hired a few of them and then pretty soon their brother, their
brother-in-law, their cousin come in and there’s others right around at the other farm
so...

Q:

So they’re seasonal. Where do they go when they’re not here?

H:

Backto Mexico.

Q:

All right. And do you provide the housing for them?

H:

We provide them housing and then they’ll get.. .go to Kennedy and get on a plane and
go home.

5:

And they’re quite resourceful. (Yeah.) Yeah, and they’re wonderful men. They
just.. .the only time they don’t do what you want is when they don’t understand what
you want them to do. But they just...their work ethic is just tremendous.

H:

And before that they were in California and it... They figured out there probably could
make a little more money over here and they would get some housing where over
there...

Q:

In California?

liz

H:

In California, they had to. ..if they showed up they didn’t necessarily have a job. And
they would go through a labor contractor and they’d have to rent an apartment and do
this.. .and so they found out if they came here.. .How come we provided housing was
we used to be involved with the H2A program with Jamaicans.

Q:

What is the H...?

H:

It was a program the government had if you couldn’t get enough help to work on a
farm, to do agricultural work. I guess also restaurant and hotel work in. .in some of
the resorts you.. .you advertised for so long and if nobody showed up, you were able to
get people from the British West Indies to come up at a certain pay rate and you had
to give them housing and things.
.

.

Q:

And when would this have started, the H2$?

H:

The H2A program. In fact...

Q:

H2A, okay.

H:

Yes, it’s.. .it’s actually it’s under some modification now to try to...

Q:

Is it with Immigration or with USDA or where is it?

H:

Everybody’s involved.. .not so much USDA. It’s more the Department of Labor,
Immigration but it just.. .you know, the government was so involved that it just made
life complicated.

Q:

I’ve spoken with one person who provided housing and then it got so complicated that
he stopped because of the regulations.

H:

Okay, who was this.. .was it an apple grower?

Q:

No, no it was a different kind of farm.
(Tape interruption.)
So .they have green cards?
..

H:

They have green cards. And they can come and go as they please. So we have to
make sure that we’re.. .we provide them better conditions than somebody else because
they could go elsewhere to work.

Q:

And you have a crew that comes back every season.

H:

Yes.

Q:

Very interesting. Now what kind of bookwork do you have to do with all this?
7-7

H:

There’s a lot of bookwork. I don’t do that much of it. Sandy does all that. (Okay.)
But it’s quite complicated. Back when I did it all it was a very small pile and now we
have boxes and boxes of paper work.

Q:

Is this is part of your crew that’s driving? (A wagon with children passes)

H:

That’s old Alpedio now. He’s kind of...

Q:

This is

H:

Is it a class or an older group?

Q:

Or families? They’re families. It’s a group, older group. You’re right.

H:

It’s an older group I think. I don’t know where they came from. Oh, there’s
some.. .so anyway, that’s Alpedio’s driving one of the tractors. He’s kind of. .1 guess
you’d call him a foreman. There’s a couple of the guys that really speak good English
‘cause I don’t speak much Spanish. And they can kind of make sure everything runs
smoothly.

Q:

Tell me about what you think the future’s going to be like?

H:

I don’t know. And I was pretty optimistic up until the last couple of years. Now I’m
having my doubts. But I like doing it. It’s just keep...you...

Q:

Somebody said you like clearing the land.

H:

Yeah, farmers are optimists so you keep hoping someone... something turns around. I
mean, there’s a certain challenge to make a farm. You know, and so maybe once I did
that the excitement isn’t quite there as much anymore.

Q:

Now d. .is you son going to.. .to carry on do you think?

H:

Yeah, he works here all the time and try to get him involved. He seems to like the
mechan. ..fixing everything and we have enough equipment that’s broken so...

5:

In fact, what’s working is what’s broken half the time.

H:

It works out fairly well. The more things.. .the bigger you get the more things you
have, the more problems you have.

5:

And they’re never virgin material either, you know? We don’t buy new things.

H:

And then the.. Sandy does a lot of the bookkeeping and that part of it and these things
just get bigger and bigger and bigger.

.

.

.

.looks like a class came here and they’re having a... a wagon hayride.

.

1Q

5:

And of course, you know, the government requires more and more and more and it
becomes more detailed and you have to fill out more and more forms and.. .excuse me
for a minute.
(Tape interruption.)
Sony.

Q:

That’s all right. Now who is this group? There.. .the tour?

5:

This is a group from Aetna, Aetna Middletown. They’ve been coming oh.. .it has to be
eight years. Margie Wynne is the black lady in the front. They call it off-site meeting.
I think it’s kind of like a employee appreciation thing but they always have to have the
invoice say “off-site meeting.” But they do. They come and they bring potluck. They
bring.. .everybody brings something to eat and drink and they just stay here all day.

Q:

It’s a personnel development.

H:

They use the upper deck where we do the breakfast.

Q:

Yeah, okay.

H:

Which is fine and this is kind of what this activities barn we’re talking about in
Massachusetts ti.irns into. People... some people are capitalizing on this open space.

5:

Yeah, but it’s pretty. You know.. .you know so it’s one of those things at least you
can capitalize on the fact that you’ve got something of beauty that people.. .other
people can appreciate for a period of time. I had another group yesterday from some
office at the medical building and all that. Every quarter they do some type of activity
111cc that. They go out to lunch with the employee of the month and then they all go
and do something.

H:

And then what do we have? Smith Barney?

5:

Smith Barney does a.. .they have training programs for their beginning stock brokers I
guess.

H:

New generation.

5:

And they.. .everything. .they do all kinds of things with them but they’ll come and
they’ll rent the entire place. They bring a caterer. They bring a food designer with
them and they... I mean, they take over the place.

H:

Yeah, we just have to provide the site plus the wagon ride.

5:

The wagon ride and you know, and they have...

.

.

10

Q

Do you have places inside for.. .for where they can gather if it rains?

S:

No. That’s where it.. .that’s one of the problems.

H:

Wit’s a light mist, the upper deck has a cover on it.

Q:

Where is this upper deck?

5:

Oh, you can just see it from the parking lot.

H:

And that’s where we do Sunday breakfast. You have to come right...
(Tape interruption.)
We make cider and Steams Mountain Dairy pasteurizes it for us so we get over in
your country once a week.

Q:

I’m going there. In fact, his daughter works with us.

H:

Okay. See Guida’s did it and Guida’s expanded and didn’t have the time to do it so
Steams was able to do it. So it’s one more thing I’m not sure they’re happy or sad.
So far they’re fairly optimistic about it it seems.
(Tape interruption.)

5:

I think at one point we were going to buy a pasteurizer but the best thing that
happened was they didn’t come in on time. We had the.. .they couldn’t deliver in time
and we had to do something. ‘Cause we didn’t, we do serve to, you know, children
and we didn’t want the PR problem. We didn’t want to have any problems so we
went to Guida’ s and it was... so, this is just wonderful. I mean, we bring it, they pick it
up in one big thing. We make one big batch and it comes back all nicely labeled in
bottles.

Q:

Where is your cider press?

H:

It’s in there but where you stopped to get directions when you drove in at the brown
barn up here?

Q:

No, I stopped a long way away to get directions.

H:

Oh, okay. But anyhow, it’s up in this brown barn.

Q:

Oh, oh. Yeah, I did stop there. Yes, absolutely I did. What do you think were the
biggest changes that happened in your lifetime here? In your.. .your particular
industry? You mentioned the mechanical pieces that...

5:

I think the mechanical as well as the marketing opportunities you know, .well, the
difference in marketing. I think that was.. .1 would say the biggest thing for you.
..

H:

Right, used to.. .was mainly wholesale. Then we got into pick-your-own ‘cause the
wholesale wasn’t so good. And then the pick-your-own was good for a while and
that’s not quite as good as it used to be, so now we’re back between wholesale and
pick-your-own and entertainment, partly.

Q:

Is there an entertainment farming group in the State?

S:

No, not specifically.

H:

No, but nationally there’s this direct farmers.. North American Direct Farmers. We
go... actually it’s a great place to go. We went to Victoria, British Columbia for a
meeting. We’ve been to Grand Rapids. They hold it in conjunction with the State
group each year and this thing is going to be in Ohio, in Cincinnati. So we get to
travel around and see different things. The only problem is it’s usually in February
so...

Q:

Do you remember.. .are there any banking or insurance issues that you had to deal
with?

H:

Well, banking.. .we deal with Farmer Credit who are.. .they’re not a problem.
Insurance.. .at first the pick-your-own.. .the liability I think, scares some of them so we
deal with Farm Family who seems to understand what’s going on. But if you talk to
like an Aetna, you tell them how many people are coming through and what you’re
doing with them you know?

Q:

Generally, how many people do come through?

5:

Thousands.

H:

Yeah.

5:

We didn’t really stop to count. Because of course, you couldn’t...you usually figure
there’s three or four for every cashout you have. On a busy day in blueberry season,
I’d say you have a thousand, two thousand people coming through.

Q:

Amazing.

5:

You know and that’s in a day. Now during pumpkin season, I bet you can get close to
that, too.

H:

Oh, I would think so between all the kids and...

Q:

So you need to be a certain personality to...

‘7

Yeah, and the funny thing is neither one of us really are. You have to make sure you
hire ones that are because.... It’s just...we just...every once in a while you just have to
back up and just say, “Have someone else do it.” It just.. .because people will
just.. .well, it’s like what just happened here. You know, just no concept whatsoever
that maybe something else might have been going on that maybe they might have been
disturbing you. Ijust. .after a while you just want to say, “Are you blind?” And some
of them are. I mean, are visually you know, they just walk around with blinders on.
H:

Sometimes I get outspoken enough to do that so they don’t let me near the people.

S:

So self-absorbed or.. .and.. and the thing that’s really I think, really changed.. .now, I’ve
been here for twenty years. We’ve been doing the school tours for what? Twelve,
fourteen of those? I.. I’ve really seen a change in how the parents react to the
children and I’m not saying it’s for the good either. It’s just, these are children.
.

.

H:

When I grew up, my parents were the boss and you did what they wanted and I’m not
sure now a lot of times, the kids kinda run...

S:

Yeah, the three-year-old should not be running your life. That’s not how life works
and I don’t think it’s doing the child any favors. And then when I see them when
they’re eight years old and it really comes home to rest.

Q:

How did the schools know about you?

S:

That’s basically word-of-mouth. We haven’t.. .1 don’t think I’ve ever done a mass
mailing with schools. The ironic thing is I don’t have any Glastonbury schools
coming. They all go somewhere else and this is... and I don’t think they go next door
either. This is... and in some ways that slays us because you know, whether it’s our
farm that does it or Belltown or Cavanna’s or the Cider Mill, they’re all tax paying
members of this town and if you want us to be here then...

H:

Support us.

S:

Support us. And you know, if we don’t offer the program that you’re going to see
then talk with one of us and we’ll try to make it a program you want. But they just go
you know, it’s just...it’s just...they go to Edmondson’s or they go to Hurst’s or...

Q:

How far away are those?

S:

Those you...well, Edmonson’s out on 44 on the way to Coventry and...

Q:

How long a drive?

S:

Oh, God that’s got to be.. I’d say from here by bus.. .forty minutes?

H:

I would think.

S:

Forty-five minutes?

Q:

I’m just wondering if.if there’s something in their field trip policies...?

H:

I.. .1 don’t know.

Q:

Ihave no idea.

5:

Because I have one group coming this year from Hebron Avenue. They’re doing a
tour of Glastonbury as a matter of fact, and the second grade seems to do that every
year. They’re actually going to come for a hayride. Last time they just came and
looked and left. But that’s the only group. We are not getting the kindergartners.
And it’s just...I just find it very ironic you know, why aren’t you...you know, going
someplace close? You’ve got the buses.

H:

Okay, mentioning change. We rent a farm on Hebron Avenue and we have a stand...

Q:

And you use it? You rent it from somebody and use it?

H:

Yeah, we rent it from the Catholic Cemetery Association. There’s a Temple here and a
Baptist Church and the Catholic Cemetery and so we have this stand. I mean, God
blesses us right there but that’s the bright spot of the farm, this stand and that’s where
we raise the strawberries.

St

We’re on the busiest road in town.

H:

Yeah, if there’s something shining, that’s what it is.

5:

Yeah. It’s the retail one but you know, there’s always problems with either side.
Now you know, we have a mix of it. At one time, we were all wholesale. Then we
went to all pick-your-own and now we’re back somewhere half-way in-between.

H:

The one thing I notice is change is constant in this business. And the minute you get
too entrenched in one direction, you’re in trouble.

Q:

Did you have any town connections?

H:

Town in which way?

Q:

lii.. .in Glastonbuty?

H:

You mean as far as politics?

Q:

Politics or school board or anything...

H:

My father was the first Chairman of the Town Council in town. He.. .he liked politics.
I guess.. .1 don’t know whether.... I get too frustrated. I’d be a better dictator.
Actually, the funny thing is I don’t think there’s.. .there are veiy few farmers on
anything. I think what makes a farmer good at what he does is the fact that he’s used
to being seW sufficient and they’re used to working by themselves and working
independently and group play doesn’t come into it. I mean, basically you know, let’s
face it, working by committee if you have a farm by committee, you would never grow
anything because someone always has to make a decision that they have to back up.
And whether it be right, wrong or indifferent, they are the ones that have to take the
heat for it; whereas, very few people in politics like to take the heat for anything.

H:

But it was not for Bill Duffert who.. .his father was a first Ag teacher in town and then
Bill has a construction company and he raises some tobacco. He was on the Council
and they would keep talking and Bill would just come out with something, and “Gee,
that was a good idea.” And so he was probably the only farmer that’s been on in a
long time. But he’s given that up.

Q:

How long ago?

H:

Oh, Bill is... six years ago maybe six-eight years ago.

Q:

Were you ever involved with the Farm Bureau?

H:

No.

Q:

Or in the Grange?

H:

No.

Q:

Did people in this area get involved that you know of?

H:

The Grange was mainly so you could purchase insurance through a group.
food growers, I think, especially ap...
(End of side one.)
Food growers, I think, especially our kind of small food growers were really kind of
the step-children of the farming community in a lot of ways. It was something that the
Let’s face it, Connecticut was really
apple growers did a few acres of, or the dairy
entrenched in the dairy or the pomological. There is a Connecticut Pomological but
that is primarily.. .those are the big apple growers and the pick-your-own and...
---.

H:

And the valley was tobacco.
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S:

Yeah, and so we, you know, we’re always kind of the orphans. We did have a
organization once that was a pick-your-own growers. But there are number...
(Tape interruption.)

Q:

Because you said that the group.. .1.. .the tape ran out so we’re trying to recap what we
were talking about. I let the tape run out. My other tape recorder has a counter on it
but it doesn’t record as well. These old things work better sometimes, I’m convinced.
Anyway, we were talking about the association you had for a while and then you.. .you
were talking about the things that were done for the group versus the individual.
Yeah, it was just.. .it was just getting tougher and tougher to get a consensus on what
was good for the group as a whole in trying to develop a direct marketing advertising
campaign; just to get people so they would pick something as opposed to people
getting very short-sighted and narrow-minded about what was good for their
particular part of it. I just find one thing that makes a farmer good is that they are
independent and they are able to work long hours for themselves and that they know
that they have to take responsibility. It just makes it tough when you have ten farmers
who all want to work independently and never want to make one decision as a group.

H:

And you get...that’s why they don’t make great power...

S:

They don’t make good politicians for that.

H:

Politicians and like.. .they make a selectman but they wouldn’t make a Council
member.

S:

Because they don’t like to rule by consensus because they don’t.. .that. .they don’t
have to do that in their own world.

Q:

I don’t know which part we had on there. Okay. We’re talking about producing the
jams and jellies and you were talking about the pies. Go on with that.

.

Okay. We started doing the jams oh, how many years ago? Twelve at least.
H:

About that.

S:

I can’t remember. About twelve years ago I guess. It was actually my husband’s
idea...
Tape interruption.)

Q:

It was your husband’s idea.
My husband’s idea but basically everything he comes up with he never has to do so he
just kind of comes up with the idea.

Q:

You do delegate don’t you?

S:

Yes, very nicely.

H:

Well, what happens.. you go to a meeting and hear someone talking about something
so when you get down to the tractor going back and forth, you’re looking and you’re
thinking, Well, fyozc. .you could make this do that and this happen over here. Then
I’d come in the house for lunch and I’d talk to her about it. See, I’d come up with the
idea and then she has to figure out...
.

5:

Howtodoit.

H:

How to.. .how to make it.. .whether it’s practical or not. That’s how we have these
committees.

5:

And then we...we found out about those (pies)--- at another meeting or whatever and
so you learn quite a bit from other growers in other parts of the country. That’s why
we like to go to the national one because people are much more apt to share with you
if they grow it in California rather than grow it down the road from you.

H:

Right. If...ifyou...ifwe went to a meeting in Connecticut, we wouldn’t be as free to
tell our secrets because then the competition would .but if you get far enough away,
you’ll talk about these things.
. .

5:

Right and you know, people aren’t that different in different parts of the world. I mean
it’s how we got into jam and plus it’s a way of using what we grow. You know in
other words, if we have surplus we can put it into pies. You know, you use a lot of
berries in pies. In fact, we froze what, fifteen thousand pounds this year.

H:

And we’re... .as long as we had one consistent label for everything and the product got
out there, it just benefited our advertising.

Q:

Okay. Now, what kind of health things did you have to go by?

5:

What do you mean? Inspections and all that? Well, we have to be inspected once a
year for both. F or both the cider and the bakery. The funny thing is, is that there is no
jam making license. You have a bakery license.

Q:

Oh. okay.

5:

And you have a cider license. ‘Cause cider’s only for pressing apples. You can’t press
anything other than apples because then it becomes a juice license which is seventy
five dollars versus ten dollars for the cider license which I’ve never figured out either.
But anyway, we don’t actually get inspected by the State to make jam. We do have a
commercial kitchen and it is inspected by the town too, you know...

H:

For breakfast.

S:

For breakfast, because we do breakfast on Sundays. That came out as just a way, the
whole thing of getting people to come out and enjoy the farm. Sunday mornings were
historically our very slow time and now it’s become quite the opposite. It’s our
busiest time now and people enjoy looking over the farm. We have a very limited
menu. We do the pancakes, Belgian waffles and the French toast and we use seasonal
fruit. We do strawberries in June, fresh strawberries and then we go to blueberries for
basically the rest of the time and we add apples this time of year as a choice. And
they’re cooked and so it’s a hot. ..We use real whipped cream on top of all of them.

Q:

So how did you come up.. .you said this one man is your.. .your pie baker he’s done so
well. What are your crusts like?

S:

Oh, hand-rolled. They’re hand-rolled. Actually, Phyllis started to be a pie-maker. In
fact, she still is the Director I should say, and she came up with this mix for the
piecrust that all you have to do.. .you. .You can make it ahead of time and you just
take a little bit out and make your crust. So she can make it, you know, five-ten
pounds at a time and the guys have learned how to do the consistency but this one
guy, Romero, can roll the most perfect crust and his.. .it’s a.. .it’s a thing of beauty to
behold. It’s just beautiful.
.

H:

Phyllis is getting illness of her joints and...

S:

Yeah, plus she had...she had a rotator cuff problem and...

H:

..

.

and we said, “You just supervise.”

S:

.we had said.. .she didn’t want to work that much and we said, “Phyllis, all we really
want is your mind. You don’t.. .you don’t need to physically do much. Make sure you
have the guys do it.” So that was.. .you know, we were teaching them how to.. .to do
it and they’re getting so they can do it all on their own now too. It’s much faster with
some of us there but it’s just amazing that...that...and they enjoy it. It’s...it’s a
different pace for them.

Q:

Are their families with them?

H:

No.

.

.

I think they like being her because there is a high diversity ofjobs. They aren’t picking
the same thing day in and day out on that stupid ladder, up and down all day. You
know, for four months at a time. And here they can do everything. They’d be
working with kids, they can work in the kitchen, they can deal with cider, they can...

Q:

You got pumpkins. Now, do you charge them to come or do you charge them for the
pumpkins?

St

Okay. We charge.. .this is a per head. This particular group... I was I think, five
dollars for years, then I went up to six. That includes using the kitchen and
eveiything. It’s cheap.

H:

But then...

St

They probably have four-dollar pumpkins on there.

H:

On the weekend when we’re open, we charge two dollars admission but we have a
band, a face painter. There’s this hay maze over here and there’s a corn maze out in
back. And you could come and amuse your family for all day. We don’t care. Once
you walk in, pay the two dollars, you can stay the whole day and then the pumpkins
are twenty-five cents a pound, which is the same or less than anybody else is. To take
the rides and stuff, that two-dollar admission covers it.

5:

But that was a big...

H:

Stumbling block.

S:

Stumbling block. We went.. .this is our third year doing an admission because we used
to have a real problem when we were forty cents a pound for our pumpkins ‘cause we
built in the fact that we had a lot more going on. And people would come... six people
and get a pumpkin that was a three-pound pumpkin and then leave. Well, you know,
basically you have a twenty thousand dollar tractor; we had two, two thousand dollar
wagons hooked to that tractor, you had someone’s time for the hour for them to do
what they’re doing and you got seventy-five cents out of it. Well, that doesn’t work.
You know, I mean, we’d.. .we do do this for the fresh air but we also do it for some
profit. We are not a non-profit farm. We don’t like to be a non-profit farm, let’s put
it that way. And so when we went to this different pricing structure which actually
works out the same a lot of times, people were just aghast that we had the audacity to
charge.

H:

Some were, some weren’t.

S:

Yeah, some were...some would say, “Oh, okay.” Especially when you explain you
went from forty cents a pound to twenty-five cents a pound. lit.. .it eliminated a lot of
the freeloaders and so you know, we will...

Q:

Have the other groups talked about this and the...

H:

Bargain hunters might say...

Yeah, it’s just.. .the bargain hunter. ..and I just.. .and what really slayed me was one time
I had someone return pumpkins. I had a lady with four kids who had spent three
hours here and she walked out and she went around the bill and Dondero’s has his five
cent pumpkins that he pick...
H:

Five cent a pound.

S:

five cent a pound. He picks up the rejects. She came in with her kids in tow and she
returned her pumpkins. I go, “Ma’am, I will do this from a customer service
standpoint but let me tell you why we charge what we do. You stayed here for three
hours and entertained your children for ten dollars. Now, don’t you think we’re
entitled to something for that?” And she just had no comprehension of what I was
talking about. Here she’s teaching her children that basically our time was that
valuable or that we didn’t provide value for the service. That sign went up after that.
No returns. I just... I just thought that was utter gall.

Q:

Very interesting. There always seems to be.. .there’s nothing that can’t be guessed at
What’s one of those.. .truth is stranger thanfiction?

5:

Yeah

Q:

Do you go to the fairs? Do you take part in the fairs?

5:

No. I did.. .we done a couple things. I’ve gone to the Old...the Old Lyme Pioneer
Market and we did the Litchfield Wine Festival this year. And that’s about it.

H:

We’ve done tastings at Eastern States.

5:

Tasting at Eastern States. We don’t do much of the fairs because it’s usually when
we’re busy and even a couple of weekends when I went to the Wine festival, it’s
tough to be in two places at one time. There is always... seems you have to be here for
some reason. There’s aiways something that gets messed up and you know, while I
have some good help back here, it’s.. .it’s just easier if you’re here, especially on your
busy weekends.

Q:

We got off on his schooling. When you went off to school, what did you expect to do
after high school?

5:

I actually worked.. .1 had a...I was going for my Master’s actually in Business.

Q:

And you’re Bachelor’s is in Business?

5:

Oh, no, my Bachelor’s is actually in Biology. The only reason for that was I wanted...I
just wanted it the quickest way ‘cause I would have eventually had gone and done it in
Business but the would have taken me longer to do it. So I... at that point, I said,

“0

“Who cares, I’ll just get it in Bio and then I’ll go on for my Master’s.” I actually
moved in here in ‘79. 1 was working for Loctite and I did chemical regulatory work. I
was going to the Graduate Center for my Master’s in Business. When I first moved in,
we were just fr.. .we didn’t even know each other. We were...

Q:

You were a tenant.

S:

I was a tenant. I was not.. .and we became friendly and so anyway to make a long
story short, we got married two years later. And that’s.. .actually, I quit before we got
married. I was in a situation where they kept moving my department and hacking
away. You know, the thing they’re doing now in all departments and it was just
getting ridiculous. I mean, it was just you know, I didn’t know who my boss was half
the time and so I.. .1 had just had it. I.. .I’m not one to get sick and I was sick seven
times in one year. I mean, high fevers. I didn’t know what a fever was. And it was
just ridiculous, pure stress-related stuff. So I just went in one day and handed in my
resignation. I didn’t even tell him I was doing it. And I gave them two months notice
and it was great after that ‘cause I just.. .just cruised. What are you going to do? Fire
me? You can’t fire me. I quit already, you can’t fire me and if you did you’d have to
pay me ‘til you know, the end of my resignation. So, that’s when I started working
here. It’s very difficult not to be part of the farm ‘cause you’re married to the farm
whether you like it or not.

H:

You got it. Yougotit.

5:

You know, you are, you’re married...you’re married to the farm. You know, just the
rhythm of the farm in terms of what’s up and what’s down, in terms of the seasons.
You know, we’re not cow farmers so we do have a down time that we can travel three
weeks Wwe wish to. Well, where could I work where I could take off for three weeks
at a time? You know, my stepson is married to a woman who’s a guidance counselor
and she has summers off so that would work out well. The only problem is, is when
he had down time she couldn’t go anywhere. You know, they.. .they were limited to
that one week in February. Well, if you’ve ever gone on a February vacation
anywhere, you know what it’s like trying to travel on February vacation. We did it
once, we’d never do it again. But, you know, it’s just...it’d be very difficult because
it’s...I can’t imagine working somewhere else in that capacity. You know, ‘cause I’d
be working ten or twelve hour days somewhere else and it just.. .we’d never see each
other number one. But Ijust...it...it’s...it’s...I think you have...it has to be a
partnership. I know very few in our business who aren’t involved in it. I don’t know
how.. .1 don’t know how they do it if they aren’t. Either that or they’re completely
divorced from the farm completely. They have no handle in it whatsoever.

Q:

The couple or one or the other?

5:

Well, they...yeah, it’s just that the only ones I know of. You know, almost everyone I
know is involved in this is involved in it.

Q:

Interesting. What do you think has brought you the greatest satisfaction? I mean,
why... is it.. .you started talking about why you did it, what being here...

H:

I suppose the challenge to do it.

5:

Yeah, because when you look out.. .when he looked out when he was eighteen, there
was all woods here. There was nothing here. There was no buildings, there was no
ponds, you know, it was... and so every time you would clear five acres you know... it
was amazing once when across the street, I came back one day and there was no
bushes left. I went and there was these huge bushes next to.. .1 came back that night,
there’s no bushes left. You know, and it’s just he gets to play God. You know, in
some ways but that’s.. .you know, it was just making something useful that in his mind,
wasn’t useful. You know, we kid about not having trees in the farm. I mean, you can
tell where Henry’s property lines are because that’s where the trees are. There’s no
trees.

H:

We have Christmas trees, we allow that.
Yeah, but there’s no trees. I don’t know how he missed those three over there.
Everywhere else..

Q:

There’s a bench there to sit on.

S:

I guess, yeah, but that’s...that’s kind of a standing joke, there are no trees on this land.

Q:

Now do you sell Christmas trees, too?

H:

Yes.

5:

Yes, we do. Yeah, because when I first came her basically, you just did strawberries
and blueberries and..

H:

And then we.. .then we started planting the Christmas trees...

S:

In ‘81, yeah. In fact, that was my first year working full-time here. And the pears
were all commercial so basically, our season was done Labor Day.

Q:

So.. .well you said the pears were all comm... wholesale?

H:

Yeah.

5:

Yep,yep,yep.

Q:

And you plant the pumpkins. Some places.. .people bring in their pumpkins.

H:

Okay, we raise them in the meadows down in... and then truck them home.

Q:

Okay.

H:

‘Cause you really should rotate so we’d have to pull out blueberry bushes and didn’t
want to do that.

Q:

Is there anything else you’d like to add to this tape? I really appreciate your.. .your
candidness and so on.

S:

You know, I think...

Q:

You’ve given a whole different.. .different slant than.. .because I’ve done a lot
with.. .with other kinds of farmers.

S:

I think there...there’s real promise but it’s just...I think our biggest challenge is going
to be to educate people as to what it is that we do and why we do it. They just
say.. .you know, they just automatically assume that we should keep doing it. But, we
love doing what we do but you know, heaven forbid, what if. .is something.. .you
know, if I died, Wmy husband died, if he was disabled or something. We could not do
it. I mean, no one’s indispensable, it’s just I don’t know if we’d want to do it. We
want an option. Everybody wants an option and I’m not seeing that. It’s becoming
clearer and clearer that our options are being incredible diminished. I feel like the
Alamo sometimes when you know the Mexicans are all out there. You know, and
it’s...

H:

Be careffil of that there.
Oh, no...no I will. Yeah, that’s a bad analogy but...I mean, basically you know,
eventually you’re going to be the last one. Do we want to be the last one?

H:

And probably.. .1 would guess one of the better parts of agriculture is the nursery and
the bedding plant. People seem to like to spend money fixing their housing.. .houses
and the lawn care business. You know, maybe agriculture is going to diversif’ from
raising a crop on your land and selling, to raising it on someone else’s. You provide
the services at someone’s house because they like to have thing.. .just notice the
amount of people that have lawn care people.

S:

Or if they...you know, gardening has become a big thing. for a lot of people, that’s
how they relax. It may be we just evolve into something like that. You do on a much
smaller scale, maybe we can have both. Maybe we can, you know, cut back and do
something with.. along that line and do less fruit. You know, it’s going to be an
evolving thing but I can’t imagine not doing it. I can’t imagine him not having
something like this. You know, he’d drive me nuts. I mean, he...it’s just too much for
him.. .that’s what he does. He doesn’t have hobbies, he doesn’t.. .he doesn’t play golf
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he doesn’t play bridge, he doesn’t play, you know, play tennis. This is his work, it’s
his hobby, it’s his dream. He will die on this farm, somewhere. You know, it’s. ..you
know, there’s a standard joke, you see eighty-five year-old farmers all the time. You
know, they may not work an eighty-hour week anymore but they’re still involved
somehow and it’s still part of the ongoing system. So it’s just...I think that’s going to
be our challenge, personally, is what actually transpires in the next ten years.

Q:

And some decisions.

S:

Yeah and it’s...

Q:

So it’s almost.. .almost like it’s economics but it’s also emotional.

S:

Right, it is. You know, it’s A. Could you stay if you did sell? Would you stay if you
did sell it? I don’t know if we could. I don’t know if having been involved in
something so long that you can see it destroyed.

H:

People next to you come down here and.. .and you’re in a world all...

$:

Of your own.

H:

All your own. It’s...
Same is true when we go out back, where our pumpkins are. There’s nothing around
you and it’s a quiet that people don’t get very often. You know, we.. .we’re used to it
but it’s.. .most people are just so used to having noise and hearing the people next door
to them, across.. .you know, in traffic.

H:

Yeah, if we’re very careful, we don’t have to put up with traffic jams. If you’re only
here from nine and home by three, you can just drive along.

S:

Henry just likes to create ‘em. He loves to come home at five o’clock with a load of
pumpkins and they make everybody go five miles an hour. He loves it. It’s like, “See
that? You want agriculture, huh, huh?”

Q:

Well, thank you very, very much. I really appreciate it.
(Tape interruption.)
I’m going to add something here.

H:

The pesticides aren’t terrible and to keep a license you have to go back to classes.
You have to have so many credits every five years to renew...

5:

Continuing education.

H:

Continuing education. And they explain correct ways to use it, how the new
chemicals; you’re after a specific problem but don’t keep using that one because they’ll
build up a resistance so you have to...

S:

It’s very sophisticated.

H:

Yeah, every bunch is different than it used to be.

S:

Very sophisticated these days. They’re .instead of using the shotgun approach
they’re using the rifle approach. You know, things are very specific and they’re trying
to keep beneficial. They’re trying to do a lot more with no-tilt. They’re trying.. .you
know, they’re working a lot more behind the scenes that people never, ever see. And
also, you know, let’s face it, they used to use things that used fifty pounds an acre.
Now they use one pound per acre. We’re talking grams on some of this stuff. It’s just
so concentrated and so effective that the actual impact on the environment is so much
less and let’s face it, these things are extremely expensive so no farmer is going to use
more than he has to. The fact that the label may say you can use five pounds an acre,
chances are that is the worst case scenario. It’s kind of like, yes, you could take up to
twenty-four Tylenol a day. No one does it but they have to do all their testing
according to that. The same is true of pesticides.

H:

And with all the cutbacks in government, like Extension things, your chemical
salesman has almost replaced the Extension office.

5:

We never see Extension.

H:

Yeah, but I suppose they’re doing homeowner things. And, he doesn’t dare sell you
too much stuff or...he won’t put you out of business but you know, then the next one
will tell you, “Well, you didn’t need to do that.” So they’re pretty much on the ball
and they even have to have more schooling than.. than you do.

S:

Yeah, so it’s.. .it’s just yeah, it’s a whole different thing that you never thought.. .you
never would have thought of. In the last five years it’s just getting much more specific.
I’ve just you know, got a gallon of some material, seven hundred dollars a gallon.
Liquid gold perhaps? But you know, but that thing.. .in fact, I had to do something for
UConn. It was a cost analysis and the material was called Agrimec which is now
seven hundred dollars a gallon. It’s used in the pears for psyllid control and they used
to use something called Mytek before that. Dave called us and sent out this
questionnaire and I actually sat down and figured out how much it cost us to produce
the pears which is an exercise we had never done before. So it was really quite
interesting in that sense and actually, that seven hundred dollar a gallon material was
much more cost-effective that the stuff that cost twenty-five dollars a pound ‘cause
you used it only once, possibly at the most twice.

Q:

Plus the labor difference.

. .

S:

The labor difference plus the fact it went.. .that one gallon covered.. .how many acres?
It was grams per acre or ounces per acre...

H:

Yeah, it’s, yeah, twenty ounces to the acre so...

St

So, yeah, so it covered, you know, that many more acres.

H:

That material is what you use in a very finite form, to control heartworm in dogs,
Agrimec. The Mytek could be used for mange and Regent, a corn herbicide that gets
into this BT business, that’s the one that they put on for ticks.

St

Oh, Advantage or whatever?

H:

The exact name is.. .but for some.. .it goes through the body and ends up in the hair
follicles.

Q:

Yes, I.. .we did that once.

H:

And it’s a.. .the chemical companies... at one of the meetings they said, “When.. when
they get a new thing, first the pharmaceutical part gets it, then the animal livestock
part and then crops.” Most companies are all three.

S:

Because, just think of it, when they give you this little thing, they charge you thirty
bucks for it from the vet. It’s a heck of a lot better than selling you the whole gallon
for seven hundred bucks. You know, I mean in fact, one of them they did take off the
market for agriculture. It was... only there was a shortage and they just used it for the
vets because they could make so much more money on it. For the.. .you know, for the
homeowner because, you know, they only thought about that thirty dollars, they didn’t
think about you know, the seven hundred dollars a gallon.

H:

Listen, I was sad to see Pfizer not end up at UConn.

Q:

Thank you.

