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Q:

I am at the home of Clarence Salmon asking him to contribute some information to an
oral history of Connecticut Agriculture in the 20th Century.
Clarence, thank you very, very much for agreeing to meet with me today. We’re
taping this conversation so that it can be transcribed in the future and will become part
of this project. We will keep it and have it and provide you with a copy of it at some
point also. You want to start by telling us where you were born and how you happen
to be where you are in this part of Connecticut?

A:

Okay. I was born on Long Island, Riverhead, Long Island and we came here when I
was a year old and that was in 1910. I’ve been here ever since and been a farmer ever
since then. So, you want to add this up about how old I am, I’m getting pretty close
to.. .1 retired a long time ago but I’m looking at my ninetieth birthday.

Q:

Will you tell us what some of your days were like when you were growing up as a
child on the farm?

A:

Q:

f

Well, in those days there were no cars, there was no telephone. Well there was a
telephone but no lights and so everything was done by lantern. We did everything by
hand. We had cows and in having cows we had to have several men working for us
because everything was done by hand and had no other than pitchforks and stuff
that’s what all we had. We had all of dirt roads, no electricity. If you saw a car or
someone go by in a wagon, why you just waved at them because we knew everybody
up and down the road. And it was a real old-fashioned way of farming.
How did you happen to come to Brooklyn, Connecticut?

A:

It happens that my dad, living in Long Island in the Riverhead area, had a lot of farmer
friends there. Some of those farmer friends included some relatives migrating to
Connecticut and migrating to Brooklyn because the land in Brooklyn was.. there was a
lot of farms but their land was very cheap and Long Island prices were going up all the
time. So he thought that it was the best for them all to come over. Some of his friends
kept coming back and seeing him and said, “You gotta come over to Connecticut, it’s
cheaper over there. They have a lot of good land.” Arid so after a while he decided he
would give up the potato business in Long Island and he bought our farm consisting of
two hundred and fifty acres with a large seventy-two foot barn and a house and a
machine shed and.. .not a machine shed but a shed for wagons and so forth and shop
and he paid a great price of Sixty-five Hundred Dollars for the whole thing. And so
from there he started growing his crops and he started raising potatoes. Then after a
while he decided he ought to go into other vegetable business, too. The only problem
with the vegetable business, he didn’t seem to get along with it very well because a lot
of things he didn’t know. But that’s how we got started.

Q:

Now then, you mentioned cows before, too. You used the.. the milk for the family or
did you also sell milk?

A:

We sold milk. We had about thirty, thirty-five cows which is a lot of cows in those
days. But we kept some of our milk and we would put some of it in the ice box and
we let the cream come to the top and then we would save that cream and we’d make
our own butter. We made everything ourselves and whatever we ate was
my
mother and father put together. So, we lived off the farm about everything we did.
We bought very little things in the store, maybe a little flour and that sort of thing. For
the most part the main ingredients like vegetables and like milk and like butter and ice
cream, we all made at home.

Q:

You mentioned hiring people to help. Do you have brothers and sisters or?

A:

I had three sisters and as they grew up there’s only one sister that took to farming. I
was the only son and my youngest sister was nine years younger (older?) than I was so
I was.. .1 guess I was an afterthought. I.. .my dad says that I wasn’t meant to be but I
was there so... he was stuck with this way I guess. So we had quite a few people who
came up from the South looking for work because there wasn’t much work down in
that area and so we would hire people that would come up. We had.. .we had a
tenement house we could board them in and we would have um. at least two or three
men working for us all the time.
.
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Q:

And when they came up, did they come with their families?

A:

They came with their family and they either rented our building or else they rented a
house in Danielson or where ever.

Q:

And did their wives work on your farm too or did they...?

A:

No, they.. .they didn’t. They usually worked at some other place or else they had a
family to go by. They would have three or four children and they... in those days, most
of them stayed home all the time, they didn’t do outside work.

Q:

How did you spend your day then? Let’s say you were old enough to help on the
farm, what kinds of things did you do?

A:

Well, I started working on the farm when I was, I guess, six years old. I’d go out and
then about four thirty, five o’clock in the morning and go out to the barn when I heard
the help get up and my dad and I’d go over there and help feed the cows or do little
odd jobs like cleaning out the mangers and whatever we needed to do and getting
some hay down. I could do a little at a time and so I... I started that way and as I
grew older and could do more I kept on doing it. So I was a farmer then and was
about the main thing I would do. Whenever I could, I was doing something on the
farm so I had... I learned at an early age, you might say.

Q:

Did you.. .did you go to school in the Brooklyn area?

A:

Went to East Brooklyn School which was a school where we had, I guess, first,
second and third in one room and fourth, fifth grade in another room and then you
graduated in the eighth grade where they had three different rooms. It was right in
East Brooklyn where the building sits in the corner across from these three brick
buildings. We were first off picked up by wagon that a fellow had in Brooklyn with a
couple horses. He would come around with it and the guy’d get four or five of us kids
and then take us down to the school, just throw a blanket over us in the Wintertime
because it was freezing pretty hard when you have just a surrey to sit in. Everything
was open. Couldn’t wait to get there and, of course, the horse didn’t do a heck of a
lot or running either. So, we were really cold when we got there. The school was
about... about, I guess, three miles away. Then afterwards, of course, as I grew older
why they got,. .they had a.. .had a car. We would go down in the car and then after that
they had buses but buses couldn’t come on the country road because it was too
narrow. I had to go down to Route Six which meant I had to walk over a mile to get
to the bus.

Q:

How old were you when the buses came in?

A:

Well, I was... it wasn’t until I got to high school and I didn’t start school ‘til I was
seven years old. So that developed then in eighth grade, that’s a half of my... so I didn’t
have to stay back a year so I just kept on going. That’s when I was about thirteen or
fourteen years old.

Q:

How close were your nearest neighbors?
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A:

Uh. .about a haifa mile. No, wait a minute, the ---the nearest neighbor was right up
the road from here about a quarter of a mile but they were few and far between.

Q:

What did you do for fun?

A:

Watch the neighbors go by. Didn’t have much time for fun because I went to school
and when I came home from school my dad handed me a hoe and said, You’d better
hoe those potatoes or hoe that corn.” And so I just would have to change my clothes
and go down and do it. Then first thing in the morning, of course, I would go in the
barn and work ‘til about seven thirty or quarter to eight and try to change up as much
as I could and sometimes I didn’t. I probably smelled a little bit from being in the barn
some but I guess the kids had to take it as it was. So, I think most.. .to answer your
question, did very little in the way of having fun---.

Q:

Were most of your classmates in school also from farm families?

A:

No, very few of them were then because East Brooklyn had a lot of people that came
from Canada and French people. I think there was also some foreign people who
settled in East Brooklyn and worked in the local mill there and so, in doing so, the kids
would come from that area until they were ten, twelve years old, then they would put
them in the mill too. So they didn’t.. .they didn’t have too many of them had school
age or high school age.

Q:

What kind of mill was it at that time.

A:

It was cotton mills. Cotton mills and thread mills.

Q:

What kind of other things did you raise on the farm?

A:

Well, we changed quite a lot. We.. .we started off with a few cows and then we raised,
tried to raise potatoes and then we went into vegetables. And when.. .when cows...
because the price of milk went down to five cents a quart, we couldn’t make any
money on it. I mean, you had to feed men and paying a wage. And so then we were
advised by the Extension Service to.. .to go into something else. So we went into more
and more crops; and cabbage was called for, and brnssel sprouts and that sort of thing.
And then we went into.. .that’s when we went into strawberries and we did quite a few
things. My mother had a... had a few chickens but that was because we wanted to have
all the eggs and have their own roosters and stuff here to have for sup...dinner once in
awhile.

Q:

Where did you sell these things? How did you market them?

A:

The locals sold to Boston. The milk train came in at seven o’clock in the morning in
Danielson and we had to get.. .put the milk in forty quart cans and they... my dad put
them in his wagon or sled, depending on whether it’s snow or not. He used to also
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pick up some neighbor’s milk too and take it all into the milk train at seven o’clock in
the morning and that went up to Boston. .and they take off the empty cans and they
would go again. And then the time came when we raised brnssel sprouts, why we
packed those and they also went to the Boston market. They went to the market and
Hall market and they would have been sold by the... by the thirty-two quart crates. We
had to.. .use to take those down to the.. .Danielson, down to the freight station there
and they went on the same train.
.
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Q:

Did someone coordinate this or was it up to your dad to find his own contacts to sell
his vegetables?

A:

It was a case where the farmers usually talk to farmers and they would make a
decision, “Well, this is the place where I can get the most money out of it,” and “This
is a good outfit to do business with,” and so we kind of ganged up pretty much
working together on it and sort of then kind of taking advice from each other.
and
once again they talk together when they went to different meetings----.
----

Q:

What were your neighbors like that you had on the neighboring farms? Did they raise
similar crops and do similar things?

A:

We all.. .we all very quiet, not like a neighbor across... over the bill from us, he had just
a few cows, I think about twenty-five, thirty cows. But he also did some other things,
like he had a small pond and every Winter he would cut the ice on the pond and all our
neighbors would get together and they would chop the ice in squares and then they put
them on a wagon and put them into their ice shed. When they packed the ice sheds
with squares, then they would put sawdust all around them so they wouldn’t all melt.
So they would fill up the squares with sawdust. Then through the rest of the year,
well first off, we didn’t.. .we didn’t have a box to put those in or a barn to put those in
so we had.. .we were dipping the ice from them all through.. .tbrough the yeaI, But
after a while, we had our own ice house and so we could take it from there and then
we... But we all would get together and meet and discuss things and then we kind of
mingled. In fact, the neighbors got together and they would be with their wives.
About once a week they’d get together and play cards and that sort of thing. I wasn’t
one of the
I had to stay home.
...

Q:

When you had this ice box, you used that for chilling your milk. Did you also use it in
the house for your ice...?

A:

It was not.. .1 said ice box, it was an ice house and we would just wash all the sawdust
off the thing and put it in the ice box.
When did electricity come in?
It came in in 1917. I was still in school and I’ll never forget the...I had to walk to
Danielson. It got pretty dark down there because nobody got any lights and especially

when you got to Allen Hill. So I was awfully happy when I saw the lights come on and
know we had lights up as far as Allen Hill anyhow. And then on was pretty dark. So
we... and I... I never forget the first time that I came home and my dad says, cWell we
got some lights.” And the lights came in by pulling the string on the light. I could
remember very well just hanging on that string and turning it on and off and seeing the
light go on and off ‘cause it was something pretty special. And it was just amazing to
see everything light up so much because we were used to having lamps and lighting
with lanterns and maybe candles and something; to go upstairs and be able to turn
that.. .just pull the switch on was something... something quite different.

Q:

When you said the equipment you used were just pitchforks
crops... grain?

A:

Oh yes. I guess I didn’t tell you. We had bought a thresher and we had oats and rye
and wheat and, of course, also corn. But the thresher machine we would.. .we would
go through with the thresher and that...

Q:

Was that with horse and oxen or...?

A:

No, that was by horses. (Okay, all right.) That was by horses and the threshing
machine when the rye or oats would go through the threshing machine and it would
come up and then they would be bundled, into bundles, and they go through and put a
string around them.. .Also whatever there might be then, we would stack it... and we
stack it so the oats would dry out. Then when we got it all stacked, we rested there for
a few days and then we’d take it home and take it up into the
and leave it there for
a while until we wanted to thresh it. Then we’d have a... a man had a threshing
machine and he’d come back with his machine and at that time he had an old engine on
it a “huff-puff “engine when this one.. .when this one...
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did you have any grain

---

Q:

A diesel.. .was it a diesel engine?

A:

Yeah, well it was just one cylinder. It goes huff, puff-puff, hufl puff-puff.

Q:

Ohyes.

A:

Then you probably heard about them and that’s what they had to make the thing go.
And you have to turn the wheel in order to get it started and all.. .all the engines made
--they had belts that would make the machine go and.. .the threshing machine go. And
we had to do this and men upstairs throwing the oats down to go through the machine
and... Do you know my wife? (Wife looked in at door.) So to finish up, after we had
the oats we put them in a bin and... also for corn. We had a corn shed too. We stored
it and then when the time came, we would take those oats and mix it with.. .take it to
the grist mill and there they would mix it with other ingredients so we could have our
own grain, you know.

-

Q:

Did you have to pay the grist mill so much for ...?

A:

Yeah, the grist mill would have bran and gluten and you could throw the oats in... he
would throw the oats in and grind it all up together but we had to pay for that, of
course.

Q:

When it was time to thresh, did people go from farm to farm and help each other or
did you do all this on your two hundred acres with three hired men?

A:

No, pretty much they would work together especially when they had the equipment.
Some of the farmers had the equipment and they would come in and work with each
other. Ultimately if you had...if you had gotten their job done first, that farm done first,
they’re going to help someone on the next farm.

Q:

And did you pay them or did you help them on their farm and they helped you...?

A:

No, it was a barter system, pretty much. We.. .we helped each other and back and
forth as we could. Once in a while, I think, a fellow from off the farm might be
wanting pay and we pay him anywhere from thirty cents an hour to forty cents an
hour.

Q:

You had a large farm for that era, did you not? I mean, I’ve.. I’ve done some reading
and I looked at the average farm sizes in the state and so two hundred... over two
hundred acres is a large farm.

A:

Yes. Remember, that isn’t all crop land. There’s pasture and then there’s woodland.
We had about sixty-five or we had around eighty-five acres of crop land that we used
‘cause at that time we went from here.. .our farm was two miles long and so we went
from East to West. On the Western side, why all we do is raise (words muffled)--and weed and so where ever we could do that---we raised and on a.. .we have some
bottom land here so, what we call, wet.., not wetland but that is all... all level with quite
a few stones and ---with the bottom land is what I’m trying to get and so we used that
for potatoes and so forth, also cabbage and strawberries, that was the easiest to work
with but that’s what we did there.

Q:

And how much did you say was into timber and forest?

A:

There was about seventy-five acres on one side that was all timber and then we had
about forty acres or so of pasture.

Q:

What did you use the timber for? Did you harvest the timber? For fire, for heat?

A:

F or fire, for heat, yeah. We grew up and we didn’t sell much wood. At that time, it
seemed like it grew slowly and we just let it grow ‘cause it takes about fifteen years
for it to grow up to any size.
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Q:

Compared to now, how much more open land was there? This is, you know sixty,
seventy years latcr. How has the farmland changed?

A:

Well, I have now about sixty-five acres and I rent the farm to a fella who raises the
corn and, of course, I. .it don’t all go for crops now ‘cause some of the land has gravel
We won’t make more money on gravel. I’ve
under it and I’m selling gravel to a
gotten to the point now where, “Why the farm is here?” It’s great but if you’re not
farming it, if you not.. if your.. my own, it almost becomes a frozen asset or land poor
you might say and some of the times you do something as time goes on to turn
it.. .some of the land over into income at this point.
---.

Q:

When you do the gravel, do other people in the area also harvest gravel, if you will?

A:

Yeah, as far as Allen Hill goes there’s gravel or sand all the way all the full length of
the.. .from where we are now back out to Route 205. It’s all either sand or gravel there
it’s all kind of river bottom area all the way through. Many of those ---have already
sold all the gravel they had and uh. and others are still selling it.
. .

Q:

And then after you’re done with the gravel, what happens to the land next?

A:

Well, they... I understand this lawyer and a ---broker has somehow got open so far but
most of the time they are reclaiming. In other words, where you have some topsoil
they had to push over to get to the gravel and then when the gravel is gone then you
put that topsoil back over again so it now becomes all freshened up for.. .it’ll go back
to crops again if you want them. So it’s not a lost thing if.. if. .as long as you reclaim
it.

Q:

Just level now rather than...

A:

Yeah. Well, even if it might not be level but you’re still.. .it’ll be lower down. It’s not
as if you...if you have say a ten foot base of gravel or a twelve foot base, but the depth
you go, you.. .you keep so far above the water level.

Q:

Is there much ledge in this part of the State?

A:

There’s ledge here at different places and there’s places where it’s all.. .and there’s
stone. There’s...

Q:

from the glaciers that came down.

A:

Yeah, It. ..it. .it varies an awful lot. In some places there’s real ledge and some places
it’s just stones here and there that you got to.. .they can be moved. But there’s still
places where it’s all ledge. In fact, there are some people who come in and harvest
ledge to sell. They have many different colors. Some of it is very beautiful but
.
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there...and this...and there are just all kinds of things. There’s not too much with land
here that does not have some kind of stone in there or something that you have to.. .1
used to take off this field out here. I used to take.. .pick up the stone every year before
we put the crops in because as you plow the stone comes to the top so you have to
take a pair of horses and put it on a. ...put the.. .tie up the skid to them. We would go
around with a skid and so it was thrown on the skid and take them out and put them
on the wall so we wouldn’t have so much trouble with equipment.

Q:

You said that you came over originally to do potatoes but you found the soil could not
be used for potatoes?

A:

I don’t mean that. I meant that the.. .that the pasture that the... he didn’t want to go to
all potatoes. Some of them and some of the land they had so many stones that, as I just
said some about the stones, that they would go and go up through the machine, the
potato digger, you’d have a harder job picking up potatoes.... So that was, I was
saying, that the... it wasn’t suitable as much as for other things. It varies quite a lot and
the.. .the land here, a lot of it, was really not potato country because you take on Long
Island, you couldn’t find a stone to hit a mule if you had to. It was because there’s
nothing there, it’s just all sand the whole length and over here it’s entirely different.
There...there’s far too many of them in fact, so you had to keep picking them up.

Q:

Did you.. .did you have children?

A:

Yes. I have four.

Q:

And did they go into farming?

A:

No. None of them were interested in farming.

Q:

Did they work on the farm as children?

A:

Well, I have a son.., one son that.. .he was not interested in the farm. When he
graduated from high school he went into the service and then had a year of, I mean
years in the service where you got, I guess twenty years or so forth and now he’s
doing something else. He was not interested in the farm and one son’s retarded.
And so he.. .he’s slow from birth and he had a problem with brain and so forth and so
he’s now up. ..the State is taking care of him. And I had two daughters and neither
one of them were very interested in farming as such.

Q:

Do you find this is common.. .more common among your friends that with the second
generation it’s not going into farming?

A:

Not necessarily. When I... as I grew up and was in the fanning business I worked off
the farm income to help pay the way. I used to work for a farmers cooperative which
was, let me see, Eastern States Farmers Exchange and which was bought by Agway
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and so forth. And through the years I used to visit farmers when I worked for them
and the men, the boys would grow up on farms and they never liked to stay on a farm.
One of the problems they had was that as they grew up they never had any.. .what
bothered me is that they didn’t have any part of the farm as far as if anything should
happen to their dad, that they were just working there and then maybe not, maybe,
getting a few dollars to pay for the family that they might have raised. But they.. .but
dad never saw fit to turn the farm over to them or to get them to have much interest in
it. Quite often that happened and so I used to ask them what were they going to do
after they got married; what were they going to do when something happened to their
dad or what are you going to do for income? They’d say, “Well, so far my dad is
taking care of it.” I said, “Is that the way you want to go?” and doing so didn’t make
dad very happy but some of the boys decided well, this is something to think of and
some changed. And some day dad said, “Knew when it was time to make a change.”
But so, it was a combination of things. Some of them they just didn’t like the farming
and some hung to it.

Q:

Okay. How did the passing of the land then, does it by tradition go to the oldest or
did it.. .or was there anything culturally in this part of the State that...?

A:

No, not to the oldest but to the person who is most interested. In other words, it
could be the oldest might go off and go into a machine shop and.. .or go off for other
income. It depends on which person in the family felt like taking care of cows and
raising crops. So it varies a lot upon the individual himself pretty much. But by and
large, there wasn’t an awful lot of money that a fella could could make on a farm
‘cause the farmer couldn’t pay for the son too much because of not enough income. I
could see where he was coming from. They couldn’t do that. On the other hand the
income to the boy to be able to know what his future was and so there had to be some
compromise here is how it was handled. But it varied a lot about the individual
himself but actually the greater part of it is the...many of the boys just left because
there wasn’t enough money and their dad said there wasn’t much money in it. And so
that’s why none of the fathers would---because of that.
. . .

Q:

As we began to buy more things we’d want more things and the cash wasn’t there to
buy the things.

A:

Yeah, but this is the thing. Of course, when we first started, why cows were milked by
hand and we got so little for the milk and now of course, they had to pay the help too.
And that was costly and then as the.. .the problems was for the most part, as far as milk
was concerned is that it seems as though that there was restriction on how much
money your neighbor could get for the product.. .farmers could get for their product.
And so they raised it up high enough to where the farmer could make money. Some of
the farmers when they was having trouble not knowing how to raise cows or raise milk
and so they would.. .if they could get.. .if they get a cow to make more than a thousand
pounds or twelve hundred pounds of milk, we thought it was a pretty good year when
actually that was.. .that was just mean you would break even. And so they.. .then they
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had to go out and buy more grain ‘cause.. .and grain prices went up some more and so
it’s usually every time the milk prices went up why the feed went up. And it didn’t
give the farmer an awful lot of money to buy things with. Of course, after a while they
went into the business of buying machinery and as they did then they were going to
have to pay for that and then the fuel prices would go up and so it
And you would
have to... some, quite often, would have to go to off-the-farm income to make it go.
---.

Q:

How many people do you think did this and when did this become more prevalent to
have to go off the farm for more income?

A:

Well, uh.. .uh. .as time grew on I guess it was done a lot for many years. But as time
grew on it became the.. .harder and harder than.. .well, even now the price of milk is up
around fifteen dollars a hundred or something, fifteen or sixteen, whatever it might be
and depending on what.. .what the.. .what they’re getting for cream and so forth. Say it
has not got a lot of----now, now that the farmers have learned a lot more through
Extension some of the other places. They had to depend an awful lot on Extension
Service to take care of the.. .to work out our feed programs and to.. .and to
and
taking care of the stock. But the...still...it’s still very difficult because with the way
they had to cover the price of milk due to the government handling the price of milk,
they just.. .just kept them tight and they... I don’t think you’ll see many millionaires that
were. ..that were farmers. Because if it they would.. .a lot of them would have to go
off---.

Q:

What kinds of thing would they do...?

A:

If they had machinery they sometimes would do some work for other farmers, plowing
and harrowing with their machinery. And, also, they might have a truck to do some
trucking and many different things that they would have, different work things that.., at
least they’re doing it. But farmers work their heads off. There’s nothing to doing an
eighteen hour week, or day rather, and nothing at all for them to work that hard and
they still couldn’t... couldn’t make it. And they work harder than anyone it seems
though it should be able to. and get the least return for it. The farmers stayed
together pretty much because they had a love for farming and it was in their system,
you couldn’t get rid of it. I was the same way for a long time but I was able to do
some with off-farm income. But I loved farming and I loved.. .it’s just having your own
cows and having.. .being your own boss and making your own decisions about what
you’re going to do next. ----not telling you, “Well, today you do this.” You go out
and make a decision what you want to do. You got a machine to repair, you go out
and repair it. If you decide to change... change crops to another piece of land ‘cause
you think it’ll do a better job, then you do it. You are your own boss and you can do
what you want to. So you didn’t have anybody that would influence you unless you
ask questions.
.
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Q:

Interesting. There.. .there are some things that have happened in the Midwest related
to this. Where did you buy the supplies that you needed? How far did you have to
travel to get any of your supplies?

A:

Well, if you’re...if you’re speaking about grain, when we joined the cooperative,
Eastern States Cooperative, that would come from Buffalo by car. First off, by
carload, but first off, before that ever reached the... we made.. .grind our own grain. It
would be just buying bran and gluten and corn meal and that sort of thing. But after a
while they came through with all brands with some of the other feed companies, mixed
all the grains together, all the ingredients together so we didn’t have to raise our oats
as we had before. Then they would ship those out by... from Buffalo or where ever and
then...

Q:

By truck or railroad car?

A:

That came on railroad cars. I worked for those agencies for quite a number of years
and I would have two, three cars that would come in every week.

Q:

Come into Danielson?

A:

Come into Danielson. I had Danielson and Abington and would take care of ---and I
also would try to do what I could to help the farmers out in their planning and so
forth. I would take them soil samples and all the others.

Q:

You mentioned that you did this as a second job, if you will, for Eastern States
Cooperative? How did you happen to get involved doing that?

A:

How did I ever get into it? (Urn hum.) Well, it was getting.. .we were buying grain
and it seems as though the prices were high. Then my dad learned about this Eastern
States had just come into the area. It was a farmers’ cooperative created by local
people and put together. Their office was in Springfield. That was the central office.

Q:

Massachusetts?

A:

Massachusetts, yeah. And so that was.. .that’s when ----was created so that the local
farmers became agents for it as I was. You get five cents a bag for handling it and so
you would.. .you would.. .the only thing is you have to pay for the whole carload as
they came into the station and then you would collect the money from the farmers
and.. .and if they had to borrow the money then they had to pay it back every week or
so forth. And so that’s how we made it. You can make money on that. And I used to
get a little more for delivering it.. .1 bought a truck then delivered the grain to those
farmers who didn’t have time to haul it. My dad started using the cooperative and as
it happened, I started to, too. A.fier he passed away and I was quite in.. .1 was quite
in... solid the kind ofjob it was, I just, I got impressed by.. .by having.. .1 liked to see the
car come in and I liked to see them unload and it was quite.. .it was thrilling besides
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and I got a little excited about it. So I told the guy that was the agent then, I said, “If
you ever need some help, let me know. I do a lot of off-farm income and I’d be
interested in this sometime if you get tired of doing it.” And he sort of.. so I hung on
for four or five years and then one day he said, “T’m having a little problem. I’m not
feeling too good, I’d like to have some help.” So I helped him out and as time goes on
he said, “I find I got cancer.” And he said, “I got to find someone before long to.. .to
take over.” And so I...that was near the 193$ hurricane and so forth, just after that,
and so.. but he said, “I got to.. .1 got to sell out.” So I.. .he said, “If you can start up,”
he said, “I’ll let you have the business.” He was mnning about three carloads a week
then, too.

Q:

Did he have a warehouse here, a storage area?

A:

No, he just...he just oh, yes he had storage in---barn but...but it just came on off
the.. .big bags off the car and you.. .then the farmers would come after their own grain
or else he would deliver it and so they.. that was how he did it. Well, when the time
came that ---I went down to the...to the bank and see if I could do it, if I can do the
business. The bank looked at what I was doing and said that, “You don’t... you don’t
have the ways and means of doing this.” He said, “You can’t give me any money.”
So I... and the reason for that was because I had just lost my barn in the hurricane and
my... my... my other buildings and at the same time I had two crop failures and---. One
year they got flattened down and the next year it went down to fifty cents a hundred
pounds and so I lost my shirt, both of them. That then.. beside that loss for the year,
the barn. So Tyler got sued by them. I admitted I didn’t have much but I thought I
could make it go. Well, I did have a friend in the bank that I used to sell feed to and he
was one of the, I guess he was vice-president or something, and so I told him my
problems and he said, “Oh, I’ll talk to him, to the boss.” And so he did and the.. .1
guess he had a little influence with the fella because he told me to come back down
and see him again. When I went in there he.. .the guy said... oh, the person said, “Well,
I tell you, if all you just been through
Grange he was quite a rich man and now he
couldn’t hardly have a roof over him and so he’s lost his shirt. I don’t want to try to
get anyone else to do this because,” he said, “I don’t have a good opinion for the
farmers who don’t pay their bills” and he said, “I don’t believe you can., .get the money
from them either.” And I said, “Well, I think I can.” But he said, “Well, I’ll tell you
what I’ll do. I’ll let you have the money each week at the beginning of the week. By
the end of the week you’d better have the money back in the bank again.” “And the
first time you fail, you’re all done. You’re out, you’re wiped out.” And I got madder
than a chicken and I said, “I’ll.. .1 will do this and I’ll never give that guy the
opportunity to kick me out ‘cause he isn’t going to do it.” And so I. ..so I just went
to... and I got the money and I told the farmers where I was at, I said, “Look, I got to
have the cash when you come in.” And some said, “Can’t pay you... can’t pay you.”
And I says, “Then you can’t have grain.” I said, “I just can’t do it.” I said, “I’m not
going to go out of business just ‘cause you can’t pay bills.” So what they did, I lost
half the business but half of it was paid. In other words, the other half wasn’t. So I
said, “Oh, that’s the way it is,” so I went down to ---grains but I got it back as time

goes on. I gave a little service besides, extra service as they got, they appreciated what
I was doing for them. Sometimes you got it back again but up to a decent point. I
been in business for many years until Eastern States took it over.

Q:

Now when did.. .they changed their system and took it over and they were buying out
people or you chose to...?

A:

No, Agway, I mean, AgWay was a larger cooperative, not only all over New England
but New York and New Jersey together, you know. It was a big cooperative and they
bought the small ones out and we used to ---New England.

Q:

We are talking about that you had worked then for Agway until you retired. How
many years then did you work for Agway?

A:

About over twenty years.

Q:

Twenty years, okay. So then that was quite a part of your life. Meanwhile you were
still farming?

A:

Yep. Well, I.. .1 was doing.. .1 had cows, as I was having the grain business and then
my men got.. you have to work during the day on grain, delivering it and so forth. I
would have about two cars a week, one in Danielson and another car in Abington the
next week and then sometimes in a sweet time it’d be maybe three cars. But anyhow, it
got so that I would have a full-time man and a couple of extra ones to help unload the
car. Well, it got so that they said, “We can’t.. .can’t handle this. I can’t.. .we can’t
work all day and then come home and milk cows.” And I couldn’t either. I...Ijust did
it because I.. .of the income. And so I had to make a decision and I decided that all
right, although I like the cows, the income is better by going outside off the farm and
so I sold the cows off and I ----started divesting some of the land.

Q:

Well, what year would that have been?

A:

Well, that was.. let’s see, it must have been about thirty years ago. So... (Sixties.)
And then... so after I... anyhow, after I retired from Agway you get to the point
where.. .where you’re so many years old and... oh, I’ll tell you what happened when
I... I had Putnam and I had... I was visiting three or four different towns... places and the
farms was like in Ellington, Putnam, Brooklyn and I would go to... and all over and I
would be taking soil samples, I’d be doing

Q:

Agway did soils then?

A:

Yeah, yeah. I’d take the soil samples to a.. .to a.. .to a.. .the University. We would
take...

Q:

Oh, all right. Okay, we still do that, yeah.
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A:

Yeah. Yeah, I took all the samples to the University and then they would give us
recommendations on what to put on for N-P-K. So I would give a service as well as
selling them things ‘cause it was a combination. If you sold something then they
would kind of stay with you because they appreciated what I was doing. I’d make a
recommendation. I’d go and look at the corn to see.. .you can tell by the ears or by the
leaves of the corn whether.. .what’s is required. And they could rely on it, could be
phosphorus or potash or
And I enjoyed it ‘cause I want all over. I went down the
Kingston, Rhode Island and Ellington and all around here and it was a full-time.. .lIill
time thing, too. And I just enjoyed it a lot serving the farmers. So, I went to
doing... doing all of this and as a result, why it came time.. .we had to keep our records
and everything. All our records of all the sales we made and so forth and keep a
booking system and so forth. So it came one day when the head one that took care of
everything would be looking all your things over to see if you kept up with things. To
see if you got your reports in, to see if you.. .how much business you did and so forth.
And then you had a certain quota you had to go by. So this day he came in, he says,
“Clarence, it’s getting time,” of course, he’d look over what you’ve been doing this
past year, attending meetings and take... keeping records and so forth. He sat me out
in the car... in his car and said, “Well, let me see your records.” He said, “Yep, you
made all your reports as you should. That’s good. You’re up to quota, a little beyond
quota. That’s good.” And he said that, “You have had no problems with.. with
working with farmers, you get good results from them and so everything’s great.”But
he said, “Come the first of July, you’re all done.” And he says, “You reached
retirement.” And that was.. .that was it. Kind of a hard stab. So.. but I had to take it
like it was. So, when I started going on... as I went to farmers after that I’d say, “Well,
I guess I won’t be here much longer ‘cause I been told I got to retire.” And some of
them were.. well, they seemed to feel kind of bad about it and.. .he said, “Well, do you
really want to quit?” I said, “No, I don’t want to quit but that’s the rule.” I said,
“Well when you get to be, what is it, sixty-five I guess, you have to quit.” So I. so
then when I found what.. .1 got a letter and well, I. ..one of my people that I used to
visit with a lot, she was like a nice person and I thought a great deal of her. I used to
be.. .go there and help her an awful lot with her farm and with her cows and all that
sort of thing. Her name is Ida Bell, I don’t know if I should say, but.. .but she was a
great person. She went around to different farmers and told them what was happening
and she said, “We got to.. .we got to.. .we got to have him in
business. We don’t
want him to quit.” And so she had about twenty-five different farmers that signed up
saying that they’d like to have me stay on for a while longer. So... and after they got
that, they sent it to main.. .to the main office and the office had to look at it and they
said.. .first off they said, “Well, we can’t do that. When it’s time to quit, you got to
quit.” Well.. .but they said, “Well, you got to feed the farmers too.” ---I guess losing
business to business men.., so they gave me two more years anyhow. So, I got another
two years out of it but after that I didn’t even try because I knew they wouldn’t do it.
But I... I enjoyed it an awful lot. But while I was doing that, you asked me what I was
doing after.. .after I got rid of the cows and retiring. I had been doing real estate work,
part-time. I mean, when I did it.. .weekends or whatever I worked with an agency in
Abington that was in business. And so I tried to sell some people... some farmers who
---.

---

had farms. I would say, “If you would like to sell your farm, I.. .1 got a license for
doing it.” And so I started selling farms and then started selling some land and selling
houses. So I did that for four or five years and towards the end, ending it. So, when I
retired, why then I was down to real estate work. So I did real estate work for, I
guess, about fifteen, twenty years or so and then I just retired about a year ago.

Q:

This is your fifth retirement?

A:

I retired.. .1 retired from real estate because it was getting tougher and tougher to. for
me to sell because you became the agent for the buyer and agent for the seller as well
and you had to be awfully careful how you handled.. .behavior with people and how
you handled things. It was getting to be heavier and heavier, more than I felt I could
handle and I, truthfully, I had a farm here and I didn’t want to lose it by by
somebody suing me. (Um hum. Oh.) And so I thought maybe I’d better leave things
alone. That’s when I started getting involved in more gravel operations and so forth
and do that kind of stuff. Doing something all the time.
.

.

Q:

Now what do you think was the biggest.. .the biggest transition that you went through
that you thought was a good thing that changed? Can you think of...?

A:

Well, I...I think I did...I think if anything, I had...when I... Let me go back, if you
don’t mind and you can cross this off if you want to. But when I was with.. .and I
had... and the hurricane, at that time, my wife had had a ---she had to be.. .We were
together for five years and then we decided to have a family and she had a very slow,
hard childbirth and from the childbirth she... it affected her mentally. And she had to
go to the State hospital and whatever they did they didn’t seem to be able to do. I
went all over to try to find someone who could.. doctors and so forth. They didn’t
know what... how to cure her or anything. And so, I was alone for fifteen years and
while she was in the hospital and she never.. .well she came back for a short time and
then it happened again.

Q:

Now, this is your oldest son?

A:

Yeah, that’s the one. My oldest son is the one that was born from her. So, I decided
to, at the same time, I had the hurricane and the hurricane, as I said before, I was
absolutely having lost everything. And when I had the hurricane, I didn’t feel the.. .1.. .1
just didn’t feel I had anything left. I felt I was going to be losing my farm. And it
seems as though I had so many...

Q:

You’d have been in your thirties by then.

A:

Oh yes. I was up to.. .more than that. ..in ‘3$...that’s in 1938 was the hurricane and I
was about closer to forty. Anyhow, I seem like I was have an awful lot of problems. I
could have seen raising good crops. I mean, they was having trouble with them
potatoes and so forth---and it just felt that I was being hurt and I used to... I used to do

a lot of praying and it just seems that even I was doing that, nothing was happening for
me. And I just felt maybe I didn’t have the right connection there that I want to
be.. well, I just kind of got away from praying, I guess, too much because I just.. .just
felt that I wasn’t being heard.. .but after the hurricane and having everything.., seeing
my big barn, my seventy-two foot barn down the middle of the road and alt the hay
and everything else I had out in the road and my cows, I didn’t know where they were.
They was in the pasture somewhere and I didn’t know if they were dead or not
because I couldn’t get to them until the following day. And so I kind of gave.. .1 said,
“I guess it’s about time.” So I.. .1 went out, climbed up the hill to this field here and I
come out in the field and I started praying and I said, “If you will.. if you will help me
out of this problem so I can quit my farm, I’ll give myself.. my life to the service of
others.” And I felt well, I got it off my chest, this is what I’ll do and so after a few
days, nothing happened and I said, “Well, I guess it’s still this way.” Then I had a
phone call here from.. .was it.. .Gayborn. He said, “Clarence,” he said, “we’ve got a
problem.” This is after the hurricane now. He said, “I got a problem. I need a man to
control, in the morning around five o’clock in the morning fof a couple of hours. I
want him to take the names of those who are fishing or hunting and so we.. .1 want to
have a record of them,” he said, “and I can’t find anybody to do it. Can you help?”
Well, off-the-farm income, you know? That’s a few dollars I can make. So I said,
“I’ll do it.” So then... so I did that and then I’d come back home and then I’d milk my
cows do all the other things. Later on I.. .1 was busy with the Farm Home Association
as well as the Director which was a Federal land bank.

Q:

Urn hmm. The Farm Loan Association? Yes.

A:

Yep. .yep. .yep. I was one of the Directors and after the hurricane they said.. .had a
meeting and he said, “We got a lot of farmers who are in trouble. Their orchards are
down, their barns are down, their house.. .they’re about to lose their farms.” The
secretary said, “We don’t want their farms. We have.. .we don’t have any use for a
farm but we do want them to have a way of being able to get through.” He said, “We
need someone who can visit with them and we can extend the principal or hold up on
the interest or whatever we can do to help them get two, three years to get out of it.
Whatever it takes. Five years where ever you want to go but we don’t want the farm.”
So they asked me if I would do it. Well, once again; off-farm income. So I was.. .now
I was Fish and Game and I was going out to different farms and I covered all of
Windham County, Tolland County and all around the area here. I had... I had, I guess,
about a hundred and fifty farms or so I.. .1 had contact. And to each one of them I.. .1
went through more.. .more families who came in and were crying, “What am I going to
do?” And ---for farmers and said, “You’re.. .you’re. .you will build again with this
farmland---I said, “Yep. I am a field man,” I said and he started crying right off, “Oh,
don’t take my farm, don’t take my farm. And so I said, “I’m not here to take your
farm.” And I got out my book and I said, “Now, how will we work it out?” I said,
“We can do it this way and this way.” And so we make a.. .they make a deal. And so I
run this thing through to the... and just get the approval from the... from the board and
they send to.. .to the main office and we’ll go from there. So I did this from farm to
.

.

.
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farm. Some were in chickens and poultry and some were in cows and somebody we
had in orchards, the whole ball of wax. And I cover that through the.. .through the day
I was
I had to have a little time to
I think about three days a week I used to
do the rest of my stuff so... And then by that time we had difficulties with that job, I
had to drop the Fish and Game because there wasn’t enough time enough to do it. So
I went on and there were some places where the.. .where the.. .where the people were
very obnoxious. They’d say, “I’ll pay you when I get good and ready.” And so I’d go
back and tell the Secretary about it and he said, “Well that’s all right. If you feel that
way about (it) than we will do something on board with you.” So he went up with me
and we’d go out with a pad of paper and a ruler, I mean a measure and go start
measuring the buildings and so the guy would come out and say, “What are you trying
to do?” We’d say, “Oh, well we’re starting foreclosure.” And they said, “Why?” He
said, “Well you’re not paying the bills; you’re not willing to pay the bills,” he said,
“You’re not giving us any choice.” And then he said, “Now wait a minute.” I said,
“Well, we’ll work up something and we’ll listen but if not why we ---sold.” So we
work a deal out in that way. We did this with several farmers. Rather they were
unconscious about it, they just went out with me and we just go ahead.. .You see, it
worked so very well that they changed their minds. There’s one place where.. .up in the
other side of the State, on the other side of Willimantic. In fact, in Columbia there’s a
poultry farmer there that.. .he was washing out his coops upstairs and he had a great
big chicken coop and I told him I was afier him and he said, “I’ll pay you when I get
ready.” And I said, “I don’t know when it’s going to be.” And then he said, “And I
ain’t got no time to talk to you ‘cause I’m cleaning my coop.” Then he right took a
hold of a thirty-five gallon pail of water and pf-f-ft, right out...right out towards me
and so I beat it. I didn’t get wet but I got spattered a bit. So we didn’t bother to even
go see him then we just.. .we just started foreclosure and the guy didn’t even bother to
measure and he came out, he paid his bill you see. There’s one farm that we lost and
that was from a lady in Woodstock that had some beautiful Jersey cows where she was
made to leave. And she was all alone and she said, “Look,” she says, “I love the
cows,” she says, “But,” she says, “I just got money in it, I’m losing money on it so I
just can’t handle it and I’m tired. I don’t want the farm.” So I said... she said, “Bring
me a paper and I’ll sign it, you keep the farm ‘cause I don’t want it.” She said, “I’ll
find me a little building somewhere.” I said, “I’ll tell you what I’ll do. You’ve got
some beautiful cows here and their all pure Jersey cows.” I said, “You got a beautiful
herd here. I will find someone who has Jerseys who I think will buy it and it won’t
cost you anything as far as I can see and I’ll get back to you.” So I went to the fellow
and he said, “Oh yeah. Those are beautiful cows. I’d buy them. I’ll pay you cash.”
So we made a deal and I said, “But I don’t want anything to do with it, with the price
on it. That’s between you two.” I said, “I don’t want anything to do with it, don’t
want anything, stay out of it.” So he bought the cows and took the home and he
thought the world of it and she was glad to leave the farm.
---.

Q:

---.

So you felt that this was the change in your life that.. .that was all fanning but it also
gave you a whole different part of your life, didn’t it.

1Q

A:

I was able to.. .to live with my promise once I...

Q:

And you kept your farm.

A:

Yeah. I made a promise of being of service to others and...

Q:

Tell me about that ‘cause you’ve worked with.. .you’ve been a volunteer with
Extension for a long time.

A:

Yep. So I did that. I.. .in my service with Eastern States, I visited.. .when I visited all
the farms and some of them used to have troubles. And I.. .1.. giving personal service
of income and then with... I made it with Agway the same thing so through the years
I’ve been able to help them with their problems when they have...

Q:

How did you become a board member for the Farmers Home...?

A:

I guess, one thing truthfully was because I was having a part of Eastern.. Extension
Council. They knew I was an active person and my dad, of course, was on the
Extension Council, too. I guess, through, that I became more known because I went
to meetings quite a lot and they would be seeing me at meetings and so they would
talk about it. And then there might have been people who go to meetings but lots of
times they would think well, he might be a good one to do this or do that and so, I
think, that’s where I started. So that gradually.. .and I had a farm loan or two and they
were looking for someone who knew something about fanning to be able to do this.
So that’s when I got help. And then as I.. .as I went on and I got started to into 4-H
when one of the Agents came up and asked if I would be an Agent for the 4-H boys
and girls or for farmers.

Q:

F or a leader, a volunteer leader?

A:

As a volunteer leader. He’s the one that said, “I think you need.. .need something else
here. You got so much, so many problems here.” This place was a devastation.

Q:

This was in ‘38 again?

A:

‘38, yes. I was in the big barn when.. .fixing up a horse stall and the man and I went
fixing up... and I felt the barn move up and down this way and I... I said, “I think I felt
the barn move.” He said, “Oh, no. This barn would never move. You’ve got too
much stuff in here to hold it.” I said, “I know something. It moved.” And then came
a heck of a roar. Of course, we did know there was going to be a hurricane and
nothing.. .almost. We had no insurance or anything. So, anyhow...

Q:

This is before the hurricane hit?
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A:

Yep. Yeah, but the.. .the hurricane was.. .was blowing thriously then and I could feel it.
What was happening is, the heavy wind was going under in the basement and lifting it
up and it had... it had these big beams underneath and even with that.. .the speed must
have been a hundred twenty miles an hour, I guess, something like that. It was pretty
heavy and it would have had to be a very heavy beam to pick it up and drop it down.
Well, the big pole.. .the beams would fall over because there were just setting there and
that... so the next heavy wind the barn shifted and went down and one end of that big
seventy-two foot barn was off the wall...

Q:

And were you still inside?

A:

I was still inside of it and so I went...I went around and it was the big barn doors blew
open. We had to put those back in and so forth and so then I felt the big blow, that’ll
do it. A real shocker. So I went out and went downstairs and looked underneath and
saw that one end of the barn was leaning off the foundation. And I said, “How the
heck am I ever going to put that back on there again?” Right? With that big barn with
all that weight on it. I was kind of wondering, “Well,” I said, “I can’t worry about all
So I went back up again and I said, “I think we’d better go in the house. I don’t
think we should...” “Oh, no, he said, “We shouldn’t head---.” Yes, I think the barn
is... I think the house is safer than the barn.” So anyhow, we both went in and I
couldn’t get in the front door because the wind was blowing so hard I couldn’t get it
open. So I went around to the back and went through the woodshed and came up and
entered the woodshed and started going to the center of the house. I heard a heck of a
crash and I looked up and there the barn was... come right over. The... and all the.. .the
barn was right over the middle of the road. The top had just turned over this way and
all the hay and straw and everything else was going in every direction right in the
middle of the road. The road was entirely blocked off. MI the seventy-foot long of
everything was laying there and I saw the thing come over, I saw it come down, I saw
it bounce, I saw it go down again. And it came down with such a bang that there was
so much stuff there it just... So anyhow I.. .it was about.. .we had about five minutes
from the time we got in.. .left we got in. So it was kind of a close call. So, anyhow we
looked at that and then we went in the house and we had fifty-six panes of glass broke
in the house, the chimneys were off There was a hundred square foot hole in the
building in the house where the attic windows had let go and in doing so there was a
suction there. And so the suction was lifting off the top...the roof ..just like it was
snapping shingles and a hundred square foot hole in the roof of the house. And so we
went up there and put a big old door that happened to be up there and forced it against
a window ----was able to hold it down and stop it from both sides. And then some
trees were down in the driveway. All the roofs were off of my barn, my other
buildings and so that it was pretty messy. And my cows were still in the fields
somewhere. But then I remembered that I had one heifer that we had left in the box
stall and I said, “Well, I guess that she’s gone down.” But the next day went out and
was able to tear some hay apart so we could go walking in on our hands and knees to
the box stall and then my man went in ‘cause he was smaller than I was. I said, “What
--.“

did you find?” He said, “It’s all right.” “What do you mean?” He said, “She’s
standing down there eating hay.”

Q:

So it collapsed around her?

A:

It collapsed around her. Let’s see, the box stall was under the hay ball and when the
hay ball went over, the box stall had stayed solid and she was there just laying with the
box stall this way but the hay was there, so she was able to eat, she just stood there
eating hay. And so that. ..we couldn’t take it off a couple of days but we got some
water to her to hold her over ‘til...

Q:

Now you said.. .did the same men stay with you for a long time? You said you had
two or three at different times.

A:

Yeah. I had one steady man and I had two, I say young people that would like to
make a few dollars and help unload and deliver to the farmers. But for the most part, I
had just one man.

Q:

And did he work only for you whereas the young ones worked for several farmers?

A:

Yeah, the other young people didn’t.. .they just did off time. They didn’t work the
farm much with me. They just had a job, they could be school kids that might (have)
muscle. They could lift a hundred pounds and that’s all I needed.

Q:

And did the people who worked as farm men, did they.. .how many ever went on and
go their own places do you think? Where did they come.. .were they local people?
Did they... so they came from the South, some of them?

A:

Yeah, most of them were...were black people and they...they were looking for ajob
that... After a while as they got settled, and made a little ---here ‘cause farmers
couldn’t pay too much and so they would look for otherjobs. Get other jobs like
driving truck or something at that time.

Q:

Like small industries...?

A:

Yeah, yeah. Local industries whenever they could when they get their feet on the
ground why then they could afford to go out and look for something with more
income which you can’t blame them for.

Q:

And so then.. .then there would be a turnover but you had someone who came back
and stayed for a while.

A:

Yeah, we would have.. .we would have one man that would stay for quite a while,
maybe several years. But the.. .the. at unloading time, unloading grain, that was just a
. .
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maybe a couple... couple days a week. Maybe Friday or Saturday to unload cars and
that’s all.

Q:

Did you have much connection with the farm Bureau or the Grange or other
organizations of that nature?

A:

I never got into that at all. I was seven years I think is.. .you can be here. You had
seven different steps you could go. I was... I was National, in a National Grange. But
truthfully, I was not a Granger as attending meetings was concerned. And the main
reason for that then is because I would have three or four meetings a week; for the
Farm... ,for the Extension Council, the Service Club, with the 4-H... and so my time
and my church. So the time I had was limited, to do anything. I thought at that time,
the Grange was farmers. ..sort of farmers...started with mostly farmers at the beginning
and then it got to be more of a social thing. It’s...which is good for other people but I
was not ever a social person in I.. .to go and listen, to play cards or anything like that.
That...that was a waste of time as far as I was concerned. So if I went---to go to a
meeting where I get something out of or

Q:

Talking about the man who came after the hurricane and asked you to start a 4-H
club. So what did you do?

A:

Well, he was a...he was a one heck of a guy.

Q:

Say his name, I forgot. Whitehead? Is this the man.. .Whitaker? Who is the man, do
you remember?

A:

Yeah, I can tell you in a minute.

Q:

I thought it began with a “W.”

A:

I’ve got it in my papers. I can’t remember but...

Q:

No, go ahead.

A:

Well, anyhow, he was... he was a... he had a wife and two children and he was just
anxious to do something in
And so when I thought over when he asked me to do
it and I said, “No, I.. .1 haven’t got time.” And he said, “Whup, you could do it, you
have time to do the things you want to do,” he said, “And I think you’d make an.. .do
an awful well for the farmers and for the farm boys because you know so much about
farming and I need someone in that category.” He said, “Give it a try and I’ll be with
you now, I’ll put everything together.” His name is Latimer from New Jersey and he
said, “I will stay with you all the way and I’ll help you get the books together and so
they can.. .and so they can have them and I’ll help you meet with their families so they
can have their own projects, whatever that might be and I’ll come to meetings with
you for a while to get you started.” So I said, “Well, all right.” So he came up to the
---.

house one day and brought about five or six kids, mostly all but one of them was farm
kids and they was about eight years old
They were sitting on the couch like that
one and some of their feet was just hanging down off ..they haven’t...they weren’t
even big enough to... for their feet to touch the ground.. .touch the floor and they was
everybody and they were bashful and shy. And I did say to..., “Want
just kids that
But I said I would. So they.. Paul.. Paul
to.. .want to get involved?” It’s a
Latimer. Paul spoke to them and told them what it was all about and they said, “Yeah,
we’d like to do it, and we’d like to give it a try.” So then he said, “Well you know,
you got to ask your.. your family if we can have a project. Maybe a calf and maybe
a... raising a garden or whatever. It would be all.., all certain projects that they could
get into.” And so he went back home and they said they would and then he gave me
some stuff to look over and I was kind of enthused. So they came back and they all
said they could have a project and so we all worked this out and so we would visit.
We would have our meeting and decided to visit different people’s.. .different people’s
houses, their family houses so the family could recognize what we’re doing so that... so
that they might become more impressed with it. So he.. .he met at different homes that
they had. And one farmer had goats, raising goats, then he was also raising cucumbers
and pickles. In fact, I got a picture somewhere. And some had a garden and a couple
of them was from the.. from the old Ag Center, which is now the Ag Center but that
was a children’s home at one time. And some of them came in from there too. Two
of them came from there. Oh, and they were meeting with you.. .have our meetings
and then they.. .in my story you will get it better (referring to stories he is writing) but
I.. .1 got them so they could get up and talk and they could run a meeting. I’d tell them
to.. .what to say to get started and I keep changing them around and... and I... Then
after we got started for a while I said, “Well now, tell me... give me a five-minute story
on what you did that’s.. .that’s interesting.” And after awhile, they could get right up
and they would do that. Quite surprising. And so after... and so they
would.. .we’d.. .we’d alternate as far as being.. .having the Chairman, Vice-Chairman or
Secretary and began fitting in pretty well and I... and I became more enthused with it.
And so then we would go out to different places and have out meetings and... I had a
truck and I could take them around some in my.. .my truck and so forth. And they
want to raise some money so they.. .they. .At that time there was a salvage of paper
and we could.. .we could pick up papers like newspapers and so forth and we’d take
them down to the mill and have them recycled and they would give us twenty dollars a
ton. And so, we were.. .we put ads in the papers as to that we was going to pick up
papers in Danielson or Brooklyn on a Saturday and so three or four of the kids would
come in and we’d go around and pick up papers. They’d be all tied up. We’d ask
them to leave them on the sidewalk and so we’d pick them up on the sidewalk from
there and we’d get about a ton at a time of papers and we’d take it down to the...to
the mill and they’d be recycled and we did that for quite a long time. After a while, we
got to around, I guess, about Fifteen Hundred Dollars they had and they would.. .we
were very careful about spending it because they were farm kids, you know, they
didn’t spend too fast. And.. .and as it happens, Paul Latimer, I got this in the book
too, Paul Latimer was absent, I guess, two three years. He was up to the University at
a show. He was showing animals, heifers and so forth and they was having a contest
----.

---.

.

up there and he was holding one of the heifers and.. .but we didn’t realize that he had a
bad heart. He was standing there holding the heifers and all of a sudden, he dropped
right on the.. .right at the... he dropped right there and he passed out and... and then had
died. And so, then we found out that he had no insurance because he couldn’t get
insurance and he had a wife and two children. So I had.. .1 called a meeting and I said,
“Paul and Dot Latimer. Dot Latimer is in tough shape. She don’t have any money
only her regular check. What,” I said, “I wonder what we could do? What would
you like to do about it?” So I.. .they thought about it for maybe five minutes and then
I said, “They don’t have any insurance and they only.. .they’re living from week to
week and they’re renting a place. Now, what do you think?” “I think we should give
them some money.” “All right, how much do you want to give?” And I said, “Let’s
ask the Treasurer how much we got first.” So the Treasurer said, “Well we got about
Thirteen or Fourteen Hundred Dollars.” And so one of the kids said, “I move we give
them a Thousand Dollars.” Like that. So they voted it and that was all there was to it.
And I said, “Now we’ve got to tell people. Got to put it in the paper and we’re going
to get some ads out and going to tell the people that we got to help them out.” And
so they did and they started up a program. Now, I don’t know how much they got
altogether but a lot of people gave something and in doing it, Dot was able to keep
going. And he felt quite good about that. Does that answer the question?
.

.

Q:

Yes, you did. Is there anything else you wanted to, you know, to bring up at this
point. I think I’m going to have to come back and interview you again about 4-H.
But, well, let’s talk about this. We’re sitting in your new home that you moved in in
February. And, when I arrived you talked about how you had decided to subdivide
your farm over the last.. .how many.. .how long has it been since you’ve decided to
subdivide?

A:

Well, I always promised myself that I would never sell some good cropland to raise
houses. I never believed in it but as I... I guess, especially since I’ve come here, back
here...I might say back home again because I’ve been on...on...at the other end of my
farm, one end. Grandpa lived on this end of the farm. Both on the West end of the
farm and the East end of the farm. And now I’m back on the.. .back. .you might say
home again.
.

Q:

You’re right across the street from the original farm house?

A:

Yeah, yeah. That is right and as I sit here... sit here and looked I saw the many, many
cars that go here which I never realized there was that many. Must be two hundred
and fifly or three hundred cars go through here a day.

Q:

Where are they going?

A:

This is a cross.. .this is a short cut from Route 205 and Route 6.

Q:

All right.)

‘4

A:

Either way, some people go on business there, they go almost...

Q:

Between Danielson and your...?

A:

Danielson and down to pick up the turnpike.

Q:

To Willimantic?

A:

Yeah, to Willimantic or Route 6 to Willimantic. Or they pick up that 395 Turnpike
goes to...

Q:

To Norwich.

A:

Off on through Danielson to Putnam and...

Q:

North and South?

A:

.or down South. So it’s kind of a center point and this is a connection to go to
businesses or take a short cut rather than going through Brooklyn and coming around
to Route 205 again, they might just take the short cut right here and go right into
Wauregan and then back into Norwich and that way on Route 12. And so it’s kind of
a middle place and so it’s become more and more...with a lot of people here. As over
a period of years here, the road has turned from.. .there used to be farms all the way up
and down the road. From one end to the other. Gradually, that has all changed. The
farmers.. there’s only.. there are two.. maybe two farms now that are active and some
of those farms are active in selling gravel rather than having cows. But I see.. .1 see
where farmers are not going to be appreciated any more on Mien Hill because if they
have their equipment here, if they make noises with their tractor or the noises with the
cows or they spread manure, the smell from that; there’s not going to be.. not going to
be good for them. I mean, they won’t.. .the people won’t come to live on farms. They
object to having some of these smells and some of these noises the trucks make and so
forth. I can appreciate what they are doing but nonetheless, farmers in Brooklyn
anyhow, have a.. .they are protected but that doesn’t.. .that was... in other words, they
can.. .they even though they respect ---that. But never the less, that’s of concern to
people and as I see more houses up.. .up. ..thrther up the road. There’s houses now
where there wasn’t before. They sold about three or four farms and now it’s all
houses.

Q:

So you developed part of your acres into four lots and then you’ve.. .you’re renting out
the rest of the farmland?

A:

Yeah. I guess maybe I have about fifty acres now ‘cause I sold some land, about fifty
acres or fifty-five. He’s now going to raising corn. These are all corn fields. This was
a corn field last year but I took it off last year. So that.. .it was still good corn land and

. .

I’m still going to be reclaiming land off of (gravel)---and back into corn again unless
something else happens. So over a period.. .we have that use for it but I can see where
if I were to, at this stage of the game, at my present age that I got to turn more of
these frozen assets into assets and sell some of the land I’m able to after a while to
maybe invest some of the money to give me some income of one kind or another. And
so I feel that’s.. that’s where my thing is now so I sold these three lots and I got the
other lot...(End of tape 1)

