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Q:

George, I have a few questions that I am going to ask you along the way just to help us
get started. You can go any place that you want with the questions, okay? Where did you
attend college?

A:

The University of Connecticut.

Q:

And what was your major?

A:

I majored in dairy.

Q:

Dairy industry. All right and do you want to tell us when that was?

A:

Oh, I graduated about ‘41.

Q:

Okay. What were your first connections to agriculture? Was it your family background?

A:

Well, my father was a vegetable farmer.

Q:

Wbere?

A:

In Windsor. We ran a big roadside stand up there, too

Q:

And how did you happen to decide to go into dairy?

A:

Well, I liked cows.

Q:

Okay. Did other members of your family go into agriculture also?

A:

Oh, I guess my brother.. .my brother is still running the nursery farm or at least the stand
part of it.

Q:

Was the vegetable farm turned in to a nursery later? Did you continue to do vegetables
and roadside things or did you do nursery products like flowers and bushes?

A:

We didn’t do flowers but we did have plants, all kinds of plants.

Q:

How did you begin your career with Extension?

A:

I don’t know. Ijust applied for ajob and got it. That’s all.

Q:

As a Dairy Agent?

A:

Yes.

Q:

What do you remember about that?

A:

I used to spend a lot of time on the road. (Laughter)

Q:

Oh, yeah. Right. MI over the State?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

How many of you were there as Dairy Agents at the time, do you remember?

A:

Let’s see, there was six Counties.. .eight Counties?

Q:

Eight Counties.

A:

And there was about six of us worked in dairy.

Q:

Do you remember who some of them were?

A:

Yeah, most of them are dead by now, but John Elliott. He just died recently but there was
Atherton and...

Q:

Atherton. Yes. Someone told me that Connecticut was one of the first to go into artificial
insemination or Atherton was responsible or something with the Artificial Insemination
Association?

A:

We had a big association at one time. We had a County one and we had a State one.

Q:

And did artificial insemination start in Connecticut or did it start some place else?

A:

No, it just came in the State, that’s all.

Q:

What kinds of things do you remember most about your Extension work? I mean, besides
you being on the road a lot. What kinds of things were the farmers doing and the dairy
people?

A:

Well, I spent a lot of my time on their crops and fields you know.

Q:

Their feeding crops?

A:

Yeah. Whether or not they got good clover crop or hay crop.

Q:

Okay. I’m not agriculture so some of these things I don’t know per Se. How long did you
work as a Dairy Agent?

A:

How long did I work at Extension? Oh, gee, all my life. (Unidentfied voice: He was a
Daity Agent in New London County and Windliam County and then he came to Storrs as
the County Agent Leader.)

Q:

Okay, all right. So you went on from being Ag Program Leader than to being Associate
Director of Extension.

A:

Right.

Q:

What kinds of things did you see changing?

A:

1 think the dairy industry changed as much as any part of things I saw change.

Q:

In what way did they do that?

A:

Well, I don’t know how they did but just, I guess they sort of evolved.

Q:

Now, we have only two hundred and fifty dairy farms left, if that many. Do you remember
how many there were way back when?

A:

Oh, we had about five hundred.

Q:

Someone told me the production is just as good. I also heard that there was a farm
down in Derby that raised Holstein’s, that bred Holstein’s?

A:

Yeah, the Kellogg farm.

Q:

Yes.

A:

Mrs. Kellogg.

Q:

Do you remember anything about the farm, that farm?

A:

I just remember I used to visit once in a while but not as part of my job. When I was
taking a ride I’d stop in there once in a while. Yeah, that was a good Holstein high bred
herd.

Q:

Were there other breeders in the State at the time?

A:

Well, there was a Jersey breeder down in Old Lyme. I can remember those two.

Q:

Okay. Was that related to the Tiffanys’ down there at that time?

A;

No, Tiffany was a farmer.

Q:

Oh, okay. So those were Jerseys. Jerseys or Guernseys?

A:

Jerseys.

Q:

I know that much.

A:

What was that Jersey farm? I can’t remember it now, the name of it.

Q:

Maybe it’ll come to you as we talk.

A:

The man was a lawyer, I know, on the side.

Q:

Oh, he was a lawyer on the side?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

How many people were part-time farmers then? I mean, were they hobby farmers or parttime farmers or full-time farmers? In other words, who ran his farm, who ran his herd for
him while he was out lawyering?

A:

He had a manager. Most of the people were full-time though.

Q:

There weren’t that many who had managers and superintendents in this State although I
read about them elsewhere. (No, no). So then, tell me about Extension. When you
started. How did the Agents and you interact when you were the Program Leader? How
did.. .how did things get done?

A:

We worked together that’s all. The Agents all worked and we knew which County they
worked in and we developed a State program... a Statewide program for them or with
them.

Q:

How active were the local boards at the time in the.. .oh, we had County governments
didn’t we?

A:

We had County government, we had County Farm Bureaus. They were our advisory
groups.

Q:

The County Farm Bureaus were the advisory groups. When did in the ‘50’s we had no
Counties? When did we dissolve the Counties? (LJV I think in the ‘50 ‘s wasn ‘lit).

A:

‘What? I guess it was.

Q:

How did that change things then? I was doing some history reading. Connecticut has one
of the oldest experiment stations in the country and was began by a man from Weslyan
and a couple of other people who were very interested in ag science.., scientific use of the
soil and so we had an experiment station before any experiment stations existed. So that
was, I thought, interesting. Now when this began to evolve, when it came up to Storrs
and we had our own experiment station here...

A:

Yeah, we had one here and the Dean was Director of it.

Q:

Okay, and how did the dairy pieces work into the experiment
done here for dairy at the time, do you remember?

A:

Oh, yes. We didn’t do much. The Agents didn’t do too much research but it was an
active
department here and where did Bob Johnson go? He went down to Florida
didn’t he? (T[V: He was here forforty-seven years.)

Q:

Bob Johnson? He was a Dairy Specialist?

A:

No. He was head of the Dairy Department.

Q:

Okay. And so when.. .what kinds of questions did the farmers have for you as Agents
back then?

A:

Well, I don’t know. I worked mostly on crops.

Q:

All right, okay.

A:

Yeah, they were interested in their pastures and their hay crops and so on.

Q:

So what kind of things did you help them with?

A:

Well, I helped them, for instance, I helped them get their soil tested so their crops would
grow and so on. (UV: You worked with that Greener Pastures in New England) Oh
yeah, I had that Green Pastures Program.
What.. tell me about that.

Q:

St.. .was

any research being

A:

Well, that was a Statewide program, New England-wide program. I guess we had the first
winner in Preston, name was.. .what was his name? I can’t remember. (UV:Oh, uh.. .1
can ‘t think of his last name.) He rotated his crops between hay and clover and so on. It
was that kind of crops.

Q:

He won for having the greenest hay when it came back after rotating? Is that the way they
do it?

A:

Yeah. Well, they used to have people go round and judge the pastures. (‘LW: They used
to have a New England-wide competition among the States too.. It got to be quite a big
thing.)

Q:

Did they also then measure the cows... did they measure the fat content related to what
they were eating as silage?

A:

No. The only measurement we did was those farms that were on a testing program. We
used to push the local farmers to do it, you know?

Q:

What kind of testing did they do?

A:

Well, we tested their butterfat level.

Q:

How did they do that?

A:

The butterfat test?

Q:

Yes, I don’t know what a butterfat test is.

A:

Well, they used to sample the milk, you know, as the cows... as the cows were milked and
then they would test the samples. We had quite a Dairy Herd Improvement Association in
this State and that was a good part of their work.

Q:

You worked with the Association. (Yeah). What kinds of things would you do with
them?

A:

Well, to see that they kept testers on the job. They used to hire the testers for them at one
time.

Q:

Now, these were State testers?

A:

No. They were production testers.. (From the College?).. .No they were... They were
private. They worked for the Associations in each County.

Q:

And then how were these Associations.. .were they connected with the Farm Bureau in any
way?

A:

Most of them were set up by the Farm Bureau to begin with but the Farm Bureau kind of
got weaker as it got older. We used to have a strong State Farm Bureau. We didn’t do
much work with them.

Q:

What was the Farm Bureau set up to do to begin with?

A:

Just a group of farmers.

Q:

Is there a connection between the farm Bureau and the Granges?

A:

No, the Farm Bureau is separate, a separate organization from the Grange. The Grange
was a... (LW: Were they a lobby? Was the Farm Bureau sort of a lobbyforfarmers ?)
Yeah. They spent a lot of time in the Legislature seeing that they got the right kind of
legislation for the farmers. They’re much more active than the Grange in that respect.

Q:

Okay. The Grange was more of a fraternal organization?

A:

Yeah. It was more of a social organization.

Q:

How did they market at the time, like when they did their.. .when they.. .when they
harvested their food, their seed, their grain crop? How did that change over time?

A:

Well, most.. most of the things are planned
The farms make hay out of clover, some
of them----. And the.. .there was a big dairy organization in the State that did all the
marketing for them, the CMPA.

Q:

CMPA? The Connecticut Marketers Produce Association? Milk Producers Association, I
bet that was it. Okay, okay. Now when did.. I’m thinking back, my cousins were dairy
farmers in Michigan, how it changed with the different health standards. How they had to
upgrade their milk houses and the collection. How they used to deliver it and then the big
truck began to come... how did things change in Connecticut?

A:

Well, I can’t remember when we didn’t set the milk out for the trucks to pick it up. It
must have been a long time ago.

Q:

Were these cooperatives?

A:

Yeah. It was a large co-op. (UV Can I ask, the milk cans we used to see beside the
road, is that how they used to pick it up?,) Yeah, pick up the whole cans. (LW: And then
later it went into the big tank trucks?.) Yeah. (UV Butfor years you ‘d see these little
places by the side of the road).

----.
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Q:

How were they kept cool?

A:

They were just set out and when they were going to pick them up so they would set them
out. (LW: So it startedprimitively and then evolved into the...) You see, they had a big
organization in the State called the CMPA, Connecticut Milk Producers Association that
picked up all the milk and delivered to the dairies around the State that, you know for
instance, Brock Hall and what the hell was the one in Hartford, Bryant Chapman? (UV:
Yeah, probably.) God, I was trying to think of these things and I can’t.

Q:

I know. It’s going way back isn’t it? I can’t remember things sometimes, two weeks ago.
So then let’s go back now to how.. .why did you decide to go up to the State Office?

A:

Well, they had an opening and I figured it was time I moved on.

Q:

What kind of changes were there in your...in your life at that time? You didn’t travel quite
as much.

A:

Oh, I traveled quite a bit. (You still did.) Yeah, I still visited the County Agents.

Q:

Okay.

A:

See they were in every County. There were eight of them.

Q:

And you had a lot of knowledge because you had just come from that. Where did the
newer Agents come from?

A:

Well, most of them were graduates of the University.

Q:

Okay, from in State. Did you find over those next.. .how many years were you program
leader before Ron Aronson? Was it before Ron.. .was anyone between you and Ron
Aronson?

A:

Yeah, Henry Hanson. (Oh, okay.) He was the Director before me.

Q:

All right. What about Ag Program Leader? This is.. .1 haven’t gotten to where you are
Director yet. When you were Ag Program Leader and then you went on to be Director.

A:

No.1 got Hanson’s job eventually. (Yes.) And the Dean was always the Director
and... (LJV They were the Associate Directors.)

Q:

Right. Right. What kinds of decisions would you make at that time as Associate
Director?

A:

Well, just what should be in the program. I worked on program mostly. You know, were
the Agents working on the right things and so on?
Q

Q:

Was there much coming down from Washington, telling you what to do?

A:

No, not a bit. Washington just kept their... kept out of it all the way

Q:

Did you.. .were there reports you had to submit to Washington?

A:

Well, I used to write an annual report and that used to be sent on but that had been about
the.. .you know, that was usually the work I did, the problems that we worked on in the
State. (‘LIV: Would those reports stilt be around? I mean, are they in the archives
anymore?) Oh, they’re downstairs in the basement. What the hell’s that number?

Q:

Eight. (Eight.) Bottomless pit. They’ve moved some things out to the Mansfield
Training Center in a... in a building out there. (UV: I bet there ‘d be some interesting
reading in those. Back histories...) Well, you know what’s interesting is that Steve
Broderick up in the Windham office, they were put up in the attic and he found some old
reports; absolute fascinating. They were really very interesting.

A:

See, one of the better Agents was on a farm up in Windham County.

Q:

Who was that?

A:

Ray Wing.

Q:

Ray Wing. He had a farm and he was an Agent.

A:

He kept Guer. .Jerseys. Guernsey, Guernseys and very few Jerseys in the County. Mostly
Guernseys and Holsteins although there was a big Jersey farm in Eastford. Was that the
Buell’s wasn’t it? (UV: Yes, it could be.) I think that was the name of the farm. (UV:
George took Ray ‘sjob when Ray retired in Windham County. (Oh, I see.) from New
London County he moved to Windham ‘ounty (To Windham County.). and to Storrs.)

Q:

Where.. .where.. did many of the Agents, were they farmers back then, themselves, the
Agents?

A:

A few of them had farms themselves. Ray Wing had a farm, in fact, if you go in on Route,
what’s that route number? (LIV: Six.) Six, you go right by the farm he had. (UV in
Fomfret.) In Pomfret.

Q:

Okay, I have to think how far this way it is.

A:

It’ll be, you go in the road goes down and goes up a small hill, there’s a big red barn
there?

Q:

I’ll look at that. (UV Near the Tarr farm.) All right. (UV: Just beyond the Tarr farm.)
Okay. Now when you went into.. .how.. .what kind of relationship did you have with the
Dean who was the Director of Extension?

.

. .

0

A:

Oh, well, I had a good working relationship with him.

Q:

Ted Kersting called, by the way, from Ohio. (UV: Did he?) Yes, he wants to be
interviewed too. (UV Good.) Now was he the only Dean you worked with or did you
work with Hanson, Henry Hanson, first.

A:

No, he was Associate Director.

Q:

Did he ever move up to being Dean?

A:

No.

Q:

All right. Mi right. So who was the Dean when Henry Hanson was the Associate
Director?

A:

Young.

Q:

Oh, all right, okay.

A:

And then afier Young was Kersting, I guess. He was only a Dean for a short while.

Q:

Kersting or Young?

A:

(UV: Oh, Young was there for years.) Yeah, he retired.

Q:

How many years do you think Dean Young was there?

A:

He must have been there about forty years all in. (UV: You see, he came on in the
forties, did,, ‘t he Dad after.. after... remember, we were back to a football game one time
to congratulate him because he hadjust been made Dean and that was way back. So he
was there for a long time.)

Q:

What kinds of things, do you think, changed in the period...of..so how many years were
you there altogether as Associate Director... as Program Leader and Associate Director?

A:

I.. I must have worked thirty years. I can’t remember, long time.

Q:

Yeah, it is. I’ve been there twenty-two. So what kinds of things were the biggest
changes?

A:

I think the number of farmers is the biggest change. A lot of them gave up farming and
they moved on to something else.

Q:

Do you have any idea who bought their farms afterward or did they all go into
development---?

in

A:

Most of the farms I knew stayed on as farms. I guess most.. .some of them went into
developments. (UV And they had legislation to protectfarms that came along about the
time they were...)

Q:

If you had to think about some of the things that you enjoyed about your job, what would
they have been?

A:

Visiting the farmers. I loved to go out and visit farmers. That’s by far the most enjoyable
part of the job.

Q:

When you became Associate Director, did you still find time to go out and visit?

A:

Yes, still did.

Q:

How did your life fit in with 4-H?

A:

Well, we had a 4-H Agent in the County. They.. .they used to help him, for instance, if
they had a dairy judging team we would work with them on it. That’s how we would
work with them, mostly. 4-H was kind of separate. We had... .well our County we had
the both 4-H Agents and the Agricultural Agents.

Q:

You had some Home Ec Agents too.

A:

Oh, yeah.

Q:

That was when there were one or two of each in each County. weren’t there?

A:

Yeah. two. There was both in the County I worked in all the time.

Q:

When you were Associate Director, what were some of the major decisions you
remember, that you had to.. I’m thinking of how things are changing as things go along.

A:

I think it was mostly with hiring new Agents. Our 4-H Agents were quite.. they stayed for
a good many years and that was true in all the Counties, I think. And the Home Agents
stayed quite a while too. They started to move into cities more though. (UT’ Coitid I
put in two cents here? Speaking of the cities, I think that is one of the greatest things that
the Extension Service ever did was to see the need in the citiesfor nutrition work and the
inner city stuff and that ‘s one of the things that you helped then? with.) Yeah, I guess so.
((IV: Get some programs established.)

Q:

You must have.. .you must have been there.. .thinking that you were there when Reah
Lawton went into Hartford. She went in with SAND, the South Arsenal District and
that’s when they had an apartment there right in the housing development and she had a
demonstration program. It was the first one.
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A:

(UV And I thought that was just a man’elotts awareness ofwhat people need. .needed.
Thatfrom a ntral, strictly rural personna, they were able to see this and go for it and
they did.)

Q:

Do you think Connecticut was.. .was ahead of the rest of the Country on this?

A:

Oh, I think we were. I think we moved into cities much faster than a lot of the Country
did.

Q:

When you went to national conferences and so on, what did you think was the biggest
difference between Connecticut and other parts of the Country from an Associate
Director’s standpoint?

A:

I think our programs were more organized then they were. Although we got.. .we got a
Federal.. .who the hell was boss at that time in.. .the federal boss? He was pretty savvy to
what was going on.

Q:

Oh, the head of the USDA at Extension?

A:

Yeah. What the heck was his name?

Q:

Did he get around a lot or did he come from the Northeast of how...

A:

No, he came from the Middle West. But he worked.. .he kind of pushed the city program
through with all the States, though, to get them involved.

Q:

Interesting. How did the Agents feel about this?

A:

Didn’t bother the Ag Agents at all because we just would support them----. Mostly.. most
of them.. most of them.. damn, can’t even talk right.. .most of the Ag Agents, Home
Agents, worked for the Ag Agents in the County, you know, and they were kind of, what
you want to call it, bossed by them.

Q:

Okay. Did 4-H go into the cities too?

A:

Yeah, quite a bit. (LJJ:

Q:

Double.. .double dutchers, yeah, we have quite a few programs now but they’re specially
ffinded. It’s different.

A:

((IV: But there was an awareness that... myself I appreciated the... the foresight
that... that Extension had to do that. From a purely agricultural background, they went
where the need was, brought their knowledge.)

Q:

It’s been very controversial. All these years, it’s been controversial.

jump ropers?)
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A:

(LTV Why?)

Q:

Tradition, I think.

A:

(UV: They met the need. That was key to me.) See, we had the... in every County we had
committees and it depended on the committees for how much they worked in the cities.

Q:

This is with the County structure still, then they had their Advisory Board?

A:

Yeah. And well, I think of Tolland. They worked with everyone. And when you get
down Litchfield, they still kept much with agriculture. Still is or probably is.

Q:

They still have a lot of agriculture?

A:

Yes.

Q:

And rightly so.

A:

And Hartford works a lot with the cities.

Q:

What had they done in the past in Hartford because we’ve had an office there for a long
time.

A:

Well, they had a fellow named Anderson there.

Q:

Is that Bob Anderson?

A:

No.

Q:

No, a different Anderson. Okay.

A:

His first name was Russell I think.

Q:

And was he an Ag Agent?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

What kind of work did he do?

A:

He worked with all the farms and then he worked in the city setting up garden programs
and so on. (UV: Tobacco farming wasn ‘t it or would that be in Windsor?,) Well, the
tobacco was in... (Eltington?) All over. He was a tobacco Agent so...

Q:

To begin with uh huh.

A:

He worked a lot with the tobacco growers but ---there’s no tobacco grown in this
State anymore.

Q:

The cigar tobacco had a good year, I understand, last year because cigars are so popular
now. I don’t know, I think they have a disease they have been warned to watch for.
When.. .when you had... what do think was your greatest satisfaction altogether from what
you did?

A:

I get a satisfaction to see farmers move ahead. For example, we had lot of them moving
the purebreds. This was particularly true because the Agent I followed was a purebred
breeder of Guernseys. A lot of those farms moved into Guernseys. He still had quite an
interest in animals and influence with them

Q:

Do you remember much about any of the farmers doing other things to help support their
farm?

A:

Working off the farm? (Yeah.) Not very much, they didn’t have to. If they were a good
farmer they raised some... they made enough money on the farm.

Q:

What were some of the biggest problems that you faced.. .um.. .first as an Agent and then
as.. we’ll go Agent first. When you were a Dairy Agent, what were some of the biggest
problems that you faced?

A:

Well, the biggest problem was getting the Pasture Program going. We had a big pasture
contest in the State.

Q:

Okay and that was the Green Pastures Program? (Yeah.) They hadn’t been organized
that way before?

A:

No, It’ up to the farmer. We used to go around, you know, and visit the farms, we’d
look at their pastures and if we thought there were worthwhile we’d ask they why they
weren’t part of that program.

Q:

So how many farms eventually took part in that program?

A:

Oh, most of them. (Right.) Probably four or five hundred. ((IV: It was big time stuff
They had a winner every year and they ‘d do the States.)

Q:

And they had national winners, regional winners.

A:

Regional. You had New England-wide ones. (UV: Mostly New England.)

Q:

How did we.. .how well did we compete against like, Vermont and Massachusetts? How
well did we fare?
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A:

Well, we always beat them. Our farmers knew how to grow crops better.

Q:

Because of the Extension Service?

A:

Of course it was because of the Extension Service.(Smiling)

Q:

Did you know C.J. Salmon up in Windham? C.J. Salmon? (UV: Clarence Salmon?,)
Clarence Salmon?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

He was talking the other day and said that this family came over and they were potato
farmers. If it hadn’t been for Extension; when they got up there they couldn’t grow
potatoes and they wouldn’t have known how to farm what they could farm if it hadn’t
been for Extension.

A:

Is he still around?

Q:

Yeah, yeah.

A:

He must be getting up in years.

Q:

Yes, he is. He’s writing his family memoirs. Um hum, yep.

A:

He must like getting married.

Q:

Oh, was he? You knew him a long time ago when he was single?

A:

Yeah. I knew him when he got married. (LIV: They used to tell the stoly abottt when
he... or there was a saying when he... there was no excuse for people getting to Hartford
for meetings, Extension meetings, IfRay Wing could make itfrom Putnam, there was no
excuse not to be there.)

Q:

Well, you know, Ijust was talking to someone this morning. They were talking about that
the road system in Connecticut is partially the way it is and it’s extensiveness is because of
the Farm Bureau and the farmers back needing roads that were passable. They said, “Get
us out of the mud.” Is that was one of the sayings? (Yeah.) And the farmers went in and
lobbied for roads.

A:

(rJI/. Well f they wanted milk to serve property, they had to keep it moving andyou
coutdii ‘t do it on winter roads.)

Q:

I said to someone, he lives in Vermont now, I don’t remember his name,
McClain. .McC1. is it McClain?, wrote an Experiment Station bulletin on Northeastern
roads and turnpikes. His son sent me a copy of the booklet because it doesn’t exist here
anymore. We don’t have one. But, he did a research project on roads. Does anything
stand out in your mind about something special while you were Program Leader.. .when
.

.

you were Program Leader over all the Dairy Agents? Anything particular that you
remember about problems? Any big thing that sticks out in your mind working with the
Agents as their Program Leader?
A:

No, just that they were a good bunch of Agents. They all worked hard. I used to like to
see them get out on the farms more but they didn’t. (Oh.) Didn’t get out as much as I
thought they should.

Q:

Compared to what you used to do. (Yes.) Why do you think that was?

A:

I guess it was just a bug I had.

Q:

Maybe they had more paperwork to do, I don’t know.

A:

Yeah, we used to write a monthly report and send it in.

Q:

A monthy report? You had to send it in to Washington?

A:

No, it went to the State office.

Q:

Oh, oh all right. Oh, oh all right. Yes. That’s interesting, a monthly report.

A:

(UV: The Agents sent you a monthly report? Is that was you are saying?) Yeah. (UV
They really did, huh?) And I made my report from theirs.

Q:

Interesting. People complain now about a yearly report.

A:

We did yearly ones too.

Q:

Well, you know, if you keep the monthly ones up then the yearly one wouldn’t be so
difficult.

A:

(‘UV Wasn ‘t it when you were the Associate Director when they started the seed grant
business down at Avery Point?) Yes. That program was started but I didn’t have much
to do with that. (UV How did George Geer get on that, Dad?) How? (Yeah. He was
Agent where, down in Waiingford way?,) New Haven.

Q:

What kind of an agent was he?

A:

He was an Ag Agent.

Q:

But he transferred. He re-educated himself or did he go back to school?

A:

He just fell into it. He learned enough at Extension to set up a program down there.

Q:

But that’s a major thing because now they have a school down there and now
they’ve done others and they’re going to have three schools across the shoreline in
Connecticut. Well, the State... well the towns want aqua culture schools, high schools. So
there’s one down in the Norwalk area, I think, and they want one in New Haven and one
in Groton, I think it said. Major change. In fact, I remember, I was sent to an outlook
conference when I first joined the staff to learn more about Extension and at the end they
had the evaluation. I said, “How could you spend three days talking about food supply
and never mention fish?” There was nothing about fish at that time in USDA. That was in
1977. So, it would ‘78 ‘79, around there when they started bringing in the sea food.
-

A:

(LIV: And there ‘s so nwch environmentally to preserve the purity of the beaches and all
that. There ‘s a lot of work to be down there?)

Q:

Wen you were head, had environmental kinds of things start to happen yet when you were
Associate Director?

A:

What do you mean by environmental?

Q:

Well, natural resource and environmental issues where they would talk about preserving
our natural resources or our wildlife?

A:

No, we just worked that into a regular program. (LW: I guess the first step in that was
preserving the farmland. Now what was that bill that---(It’ s farmland preservation.)
Yeah, yeah.)

Q:

Now how did Don Francis fit into all of this? Do you remember Don Francis?

A:

Yeah, sure.

Q:

Because he was doing community development work. There used to be more of those
kind of people around too.

A:

Oh, we had a couple of them. He was one of them, he was the original. (Was he?) Um
hum. (UV You hired Don, did!? ‘tyou?) Yeah, of course I did. I hired everybody.
Anyone you name I hired. I didn’t hire the older Agents but I hired the younger ones.

Q:

I was probably one of the last people you hired and I’m getting ready to retire.

A:

(UV: Yeah, becaitse George retired in ‘78.)

Q:

Yeah, yeah. I was hired in ‘77. Now who was it.. .first let me just see how close we are to
the end then I’ve got to flip the tape over. Was Russ Hibbard. he was a CRD Agent or
was he an Ag Agent?
.

.

A:

He was an Ag Agent to begin with. He was a farmer down in New Haven County. ((IV:
No, Groton, Groton.) I remember Don and I sat, went down and sat in the kitchen and
convinced him to become an Agent. (Really?) (LIV: There was an opening at UConn.)

Q:

For an Ag Agent? Yeah, uh huh.
VI

A:

(UV He had all the quallcations, he had the education so...) (Yeah.) He graduated
from the University of Massachusetts in Ag but he.. .he worked hard. He had a good farm
down there, had a good dairy farm but I talked him into being an Agent.

Q:

That’s amazing. But what about up in the Litchfield area? Who were the Agents up
there?

A:

What the hell was that.. .1 can’t think of his name, that older Agent? (UV:Yeah, Igot it on
the list.) Well, Smith was up there. (Bob Smith?) Ed Smith, and there’s another Agent.
Who the hell is that older Agent? (UV: There was a Ray. Whose the man we rented the
place from at Champlain? Ray, who? He lives out that way.) Ray Atherton? (UV
Yeah.) Ray Atherton and there ‘s another one somewhere out there too. I can ‘t remember
his name.)

Q:

What about Greg Curtis?

A:

He’a. ..a...he’s among the new ones. He worked for Soil Conservation before then. I
don’t know how we talked him into being an Agent but we did.

Q:

He was in Haddam, Haddam office?

A:

Urn hum. He’s always been there.

Q:

Oh, that’s where his Soil Conservation office was also, in Haddam?

A:

Urn hum.

Q:

That’s interesting. So, they didn’t...for a lot ofjobs it was a matter of recruiting people
who you already knew to come and make the change rather than open advertising like
they now require, where you have to around and do certain kinds of things.

A:

I don’t think we did any ad work. I can’t think of any Agents who were, like Elliott who
died since then. We went to the funeral didn’t we in Ashford? He’d been a farm manager
before he became an Agent. He worked for the State. Where did John work... (UV: I
don ‘t know dear.) I can’t remember.

Q:

What did he do for the State as a farm manager?

A:

He managed running the farms.

Q:

These were the State farms like mental hospitals?

A:

No.

Q:

What kind of farms did they have?

A:

Regular farms.

Q:

What did they do with the food?
1Q

A:

Well now, most of them were dairy farms.

Q:

----from their farms? (start of second side)***

A:

Umhum.

Q:

Now that’s an idea. That’s interesting.

A:

A lot of farms around there were State farms. (UV: What is the place down in Waterford
where the 0 ‘Neil Theater is now?)

Q:

Yes, (UV: Harkness.) Harkness.

A:

UV Harkness, that was managedfor years.) By a farmer. By a farmer. They had a
farm down there too.

Q:

Harkness Park. The big mansion which has just been reopened and then next to it is the
camp for the disabled.

A:

Yeah, I read that in the paper. (LIV:
-down there? I don ‘t remember who it was.)
Some of the old Agents. (He ‘s be one of the older Agents andl can ‘t go back beyond
that very well.)

Q:

Now are you from here originally also? (to UV)

A:

(UV: Oh, Massachusetts. It’s like...)

Q:

How did you meet?

A:

(UV: Here at UConn.) See this is a good thing. UConn has it, “Good things happen
there.”

Q:

Yes. I met a woman who was a twin. She’s very active in the Natural History Museum
and she was an Ag Major at UConn. This little short woman.

A:

I know you go there but I don’t go up there. (UV Mnzm.. .1 can ‘t remember twins.)

Q:

She was on the board of the Natural History Museum. I had to sit next to her at a meeting
that I’m doing and she says, “Oh, if those yellow barn walls could talk.” That’s were she
met her husband.

A:

Yeah, I understand the big dairy barn has been torn down?

Q:

No. It’s actually on the list of historic preservations sites, the big yellow barn. (Oh.) And
it’s...it’s just going to take so much money to preserve it, it needs a new roof and so
there’s all this debate about what to do with it. When the Dean has money, it’s going into
programs or educational or.. or.. .or things that are needed and it’s kind of an aside. I’m
looking into a program called Ice Tea. It’s an anacronym for a transportation system and
I was told that Vermont got some money for some old buildings from a historic vista and
that they would allow you. So, in fact, I’ve got it in my car to read tonight.

A:

(UV: The latest rumor we have heard is that f the federal Agriculture Department has
condemned the building. I don ‘t know what that means.) Well, I can’t.. .1 don’t believe
that. I don’t see the USDA stepping in on that.

Q:

Maybe to condemn it for use for any agricultural uses. That could be.

A:

(UV: Well, we ‘ye a/ready given them a suggestion several times; the Dean and the
Chancellor. I say they should save the façade somehow and build a welcome center
there,. in the exact spot. That ‘s what you need.)

Q:

Well, you know what’s interesting is that the Historic Commission has recommended that
also but just no one comes up with the dollars that will allow that to happen because
my... and I don’t know this for sure, but it has a slate roof and there’s something about the
roof. I have no idea, I have no idea what all it means but, you know, and it could be being
condemned by.. .for use by maybe a food.. .whoever the food group might be. I have no
idea. I’ll check into it.

A:

Well, there’s a couple of dairy farms on that hill anyways, that they could tear down.

Q:

Well, the Jacobsen barn is up there too. (UV: The big red one?) The big red one and that
one is supposed to be saved too.

A:

And then across the road there’s another barn. They keep the cows in the basement, I
think.

Q:

I don’t know that one.

A:

That’s where they used to keep them anyways. I don’t know where they keep them now.
They probably don’t keep any in there.

Q:

It’s amazing how much property we have actually, too. Were there any things that were
happening, we talk about New England, and now there’s so much with international things
and any of the... Do we ever have any visitors from other countries visiting our farms?

A:

We used to have them off and on but not on a regular basis.

Q:

Do you remember any of them or did our people go visit other places or...?

A:

I don’t know.

Q:

Are there any kinds of things... any special friends you met through your work
that. .that.. .that your work brought you in contact with some people who you still
maintain friendships with?
.

A:

Well, I still visit some of the farms just out of curiosity.

Q:

Oh, all right. Can you remember which ones you still like to visit?

In

A:

I don’t know as he’s even farming but his daughters, all of the girls are I guess. There still
farming up there at the top of the hill. Right out of Old Mystic, you go up a long hill and
there’s a farm on the left.

Q:

Oh, Wickwood Farm.. .Wychwood?

A:

Wychwood.

Q:

Wychwood. They’re not farming it. It’s being managed. They’ve rented it out but
they’ve gotten rid of their herd because I drive by there all the time.

A:

(‘UV: He was lookingfor ajob in Massachusetts and he says how come you don’t apply
here? So we hired him on the spot, thankfully.)

Q:

This was Mann, he was Dean at the time?

A:

(UV: Mann, yes. He was the head of something.) He was Associate Dean. He was after
Young. (‘Was he? Liii huh.) Yeah. (So I would say this was taken in the ‘60 ‘s. Must
hm.’e been, because those old buildings hai’e been gone a long time now. This one here.

Q:

That’s a wonderful picture.

A:

(UV It ‘s a pretty one.)

Q:

You’ll have to make note of it. I found a...there’s a map of the crops of Connecticut. I
was at the Library and everything is being re-arranged at the Library and the man said,
“Well, you know, that’s amazing that I’ve just come across a map that I’ve been
cataloguing.” He said, “Come up and I’ll show it to you.” And it was from 1937 and it’s
the State of Connecticut with all the crops laid out on the. ..so I’ve got the new one and
I’ve got the old one. It’s wonderful to see. They had four classifications of dairy farms on
that map.

A:

Four classifications?

Q:

Four classifications of dairy farms. This was in 1937 and it was by the number of cows
there were milking maybe. Do you remember anything back in the ‘50’s related to, I
mean, how they did that?

A:

Nope. I remember that I was still in school.

Q:

Yeah. Interesting. Do you think.. .we were talking about any of the friends you had from
as a result of your work. People you said you go... you go back and visit some different
people at different times. You mentioned the farm at the top of the hill with the two
women in it and are there other places you go and visit?

A:

Well, I visit with the old Agents mostly. Who do I visit with? (LIV: Welt there ‘s an active
retiredAgents gioup in Connecticut. You see Fred Nelson, George Geer, Greg
Curtis...Who’s the one we saw up in..., Joe Fisani. No, is that his name?.) (Misano.)
“1

‘Misano.)(’Maisono) Remember the one in Litchfield, there ‘NefJ, Huh? (Neff Nye?)
(Nye) (What was his name?) (Jeff Nye.) Is he still there?

Q:

No. His family went out to Iowa.. .to Utah.

A:

((JV

Q:

I don’t know if Jeff went. Did Jeff go too?

A:

(‘LW I don ‘t think so.) (I don’t think so.) (And, of course, there was Ray.. .Russ Hibbard,
John Elliott and... I can’t think of that one in Hamden, he’s in Hamden. (Hamden?) We
saw him at that last meeting we went too. (Anyway, they have quite an active group
so.. .and now they ‘ye made a New England-wide, Agents

Q:

How would you contact them?

A:

How would we what? (Contact them.) I’d contact one of the Agents in Connecticut.
(UV: Get in touch with Fred Nelson. (I haven’t seen him.) He couldput you in touch, I’m
sure.)

Q:

Is there anything else you’d like to talk about related to your work when you were
Associate Director or Program Leader? How were decisions made? Did you make the
decisions? (Yeah.) Related to programming?

A:

Pretty much. Well, I had Henry Hanson. He used to.. .he used to put his two cents in but
pretty much I made the decisions.

Q:

How were budgets back then?

A:

Pretty good.

Q:

Compared to now right?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

Were there many strings attached to the budgets? Like now they come down with their,
what’s the word I want? There are the base ffinds and there’s the kind that come as
special grants or special...

A:

I don’t hear about special grants. We never heard about special grants. ((J1T. Things have
changed a lot since we...)

Q:

Did you go into Washington much as an Associate Director?

A:

Once in a while. Not.. .1 didn’t make a regular practice of it though.

Q:

So you became either Program Leader or Associate Director during the time when
Counties were dissolved or had they already been dissolved?

A:

They were in the process of being dissolved.

We watched the move in the paper.)
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Q:

What kind of differences did that make?

A:

Well, some of them have still kept their County organizations. For instance, Tolland
County still keeps their’s. But New London County didn’t keep their’s. They had one of
the more active ones too but they didn’t keep it. (UV You used to get moneyfrom the
counties didn ‘tyon?.) Yeah, we used to go to the Counties for money every year.

Q:

Like how much do you.. give a guess like, how much of the budget came from the
Counties?

A:

Oh, it was just a token. I remember if we got from Windham County, we got Two
Thousand Dollars, we were lucky. Hartford County got a lot more. They had a big
County and they got a lot of money from Hartford County. I used to envy them.

Q:

So, it would depend on.. .and then the Agents worked with the County Boards. (Yeah.)
And it would depend on how happy they were or how much money they had, or both?

A:

It’s whether they knew you or not. How well they knew you, how well... The Agents in
Hartford used to get into their meetings all the time and were well known. Bill Harris was
there a long time.

Q:

He was the Agent there or the County Commissioner?

A:

He was the Agent there.

Q:

You said Windham didn’t have much money or was it Vernon? (Hum?) Which one didn’t
have as much money, Windham or Vernon?

A:

Well, the most money.. well, Windham didn’t.. .never had much money. They didn’t give
much either. They gave a Thousand Dollars, couple Thousand Dollars they’d be lucky.

Q:

A lot of unusual Agents came out of Windham though. They’re independent? It’s just
like that part of the State breeds independence. I used to kid Don Francis about it. I’d
say that there were a lot of good thinkers, free thinkers and they all came from the Town
of Windham. Did you notice anything like that?

A:

Well, we had Ray Wing. That was one of the Agents that I followed. He was a free
thinker, I think. He also owned a big farm. (Okay, right.) In fact, he owned two farms,
as a matter of fact.

Q:

He had the advantage working with other farmers, was it? What about down in Fairfield
County, down near the New York border. What kind of programs were being run down
there?

A:

Well, they used to run a Statewide program there, we’d use the same program down
there. Who was the Agent down there? (UV Ray... Ray Platt... Flatt.) Before him, the
old Agent, the old fella that was there for so many years, Chapman? (1 don ‘t know, Ray
Flatt ‘s the one I remember.) Ray Platt was there for a good many years and then
Chapman was before him. He was there for a good.. .he started the County I guess.
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Q:

Did they always have offices in the eight, in the eight?

A:

Yeah, they did.

Q:

And were they always located in the buildings as we know them now?

A:

Most of them were in the Post Offices.

Q:

They started out in the Post Offices?

A:

Yeah, they started in the Post Offices. Now Middtesex County is out in the.. .1 understand
they’ve moved to... someplace. Where the hell have they gone?

Q:

No, Middlesex is still Haddam at the old orphanage, it was an orphanage. North Haven
has moved. Hamden (Hamden?) Hamden has moved on the corner of Skiff Street
and.. .the names are off there. UV: Dixwell?...or Whitney?) One of those. It’s either
Dixwell. I think it’s Whitney. I think. .1 think it’s Whitney, Whitney and Skiff I think
it’s... So, how did we begin to move out of Post Offices?

A:

The Counties.. .most of the Counties decided they liked.. .they would like their own
building. They bought them. For instance, New Haven bought a building, I don’t know
where they are now. It was right behind their old office and... (UV New London County
built their building.) Yeah, they built the building. (‘Out on the Fairground there or out
that way.) They ought to move that building again.

Q:

New London? The State is going to buy it because it needs so many repairs and it’s on
State property. That’s just gone through the process. Now, you said that was the
fairgrounds out there?

A:

(UV No, the Fairgrounds is a little farther over but I was thinking the area ofNorwich
that it ‘s. it ‘s out next to the Technical College.)
. .

Q:

Yeah, yes it is and the land behind it is owned by the Mashantucket Pequots.

A:

(UV: Really?)

Q:

And so.. .yeah, it’s very interesting. We’ll see what.. .what happens sometime. Whatever
they decide to do.

A:

(LW Maybe they couldput you up a palace.)

Q:

What kind of connections did we ever have with the marketing part of agriculture? Up in
Ag Economics, they used to be into tourism. There was an Ag Specialist up there who
did, in Ag Economics, who did tourism.

A:

I never heard of that.

Q:

He retired just about the time I came, about ten years after that I think.

A:

(LIV: They always had daity tours and stuff like that.)

Q:

Yeah and this was.. .but this was...

A:

(L1Y ‘Cause I would get in the Green Pastures...)

Q:

Yeah, yeah, yeah This was someone who.. .1 used to get phone calls, they would refer
them to me for some reason and.. .but Ag Economics has changed a lot. Out in the
field.. .well, let’s go back to Community Development. There was John.. .Russ Hibbard
and there was Don Francis. Who was on the other side of the State?

A:

Oh, I can’t think of that fella in Litchfield County. Athanson I guess his name is.

Q:

Oh was it? He was.. .he did Community Development work as well as Ag work. He did
across-the-board. Okay.

A:

They all had to do across-the-board.

Q:

How many people did Statewide work compared to doing local work?

A:

None of the Agents did Statewide work.

Q:

All right.

A:

There’s all these State Specialists upstairs. (Yeah.) Most of them are in the Ag Ec
Department.

Q:

Okay.

A:

(LIV: But now they have Agents who do several Counties don ‘t they?)

Q:

Yes, they do. Save a couple of them who do Statewide work. Okay, what was it like
being married to an Ag Agent?

A:

(UV Interesting. Interestingfor me. I never knew much about it. George was one who
did not bring his work home. I’d go to aparty somewhere and all the wives would be
talking about something and I had no clue. It ‘sjust the way he was. (Yeah.) But a
couple of interesting experiences; he was headingfor a meeting down New Haven way
one day and it was a blizzard. He got asfar as the...) got as far as the bridge in Hartford.
(He hadjust left and Janet Petersen called and said the meeting had been cancelled. So,
I told her his car and she new the license plate and they stopped him at the bridge in
Hartford, the old Charter Oak, and tttrned him around and sent him home. So that
kind offun.)

Q:

I was thinking, you are pulled over by the police.

A:

(UV Bitt they caught him. He didji ‘t have to go all the way down the State. It was a
wild day... (Yes, yes.) And the other thing I always remember George saying when you go
off to these meetings at night, which happened very often, he’d say, “Well, if you need me,
call the State Police.” And he meant it ‘cause he’d be in a Grange Hall with no phone and
if we really needed him, why that was the way to go.

Q:

Yeah and this was.. .but this was...

A:

(LW ‘Cause I would get in the Green Pastures...)

Q:

Yeah, yeah, yeah. This was someone who.. .1 used to get phone calls, they would refer
them to me for some reason and.. .but Ag Economics has changed a lot. Out in the
field.. .well, let’s go back to Community Development. There was John.. .Russ Thbbard
and there was Don Francis. Who was on the other side of the State?

A:

Oh, L can’t think of that fella in Litch.fleld County. Athanson I guess his name is.

Q:

Oh was it? He was.. .he did Community Development work as well as Ag work. He did
across-the-board. Okay.

A:

They all had to do across-the-board.

Q:

How many people did Statewide work compared to doing local work?

A:

None of the Agents did Statewide work.

Q:

Mlright.

A:

There’s all these State Specialists upstairs. (Yeah.) Most of them are in the Ag Ec
Department.

Q:

Okay.

A:

(LIV: But now they have Agents who do several Counties don ‘t they?,)

Q:

Yes, they do. Save a couple of them who do Statewide work. Okay, what was it like
being married to an Ag Agent?

A:

(L/V Interesting. Interestingfor me. I never knew much about it. George was one who
did not bring his work home. I’d go to a party somewhere and all the wives would be
talking about something andl had no elite. It ‘sjltst the way he was. (Yeah.) But a
couple of interesting experiences; he was headingfor a meeting down New Haven way
one day and it was a blizzard. He got as far as the...) got as far as the bridge in Hartford.
(He hadjust left and Janet Petersen called and said the meeting had been cancelled. So,
I told her his car and she new the license plate and they stopped him at the bridge in
Hartford, the old Charter Oak, and turned him around and sent him home. So that’s
kind offztn.)

Q:

I was thinking, you are pulled over by the police.

A:

(LIV: Bitt they caught him. He didn ‘t have to go all the way down the State. It was a
wild day... (Yes, yes.) And the other thing I always remember George saying when you go
off to these meetings at night, which happened very often, he’d say, “Well, if you need me,
call the State Police.” And he meant it ‘cause he’d be in a Grange Hall with no phone and
if we really needed him, why that was the way to go.

Q:

Did you ever have to do it?

A:

(UV No, fortunately. Although, then there was the night about two o ‘clock in the
morning there was thumping on the door and it turned out it was Iviarguerite Fijield and
Esther and they ‘d rim out ofgas at the foot of the hill in Pornfret. We lived in Pomfret at
the time so they hiked zip the hilt to our door and we got them situated and off they went.
It wasfun then.)

Q:

It was a very close knit community back then too, wasn’t it? Talk about the Grange. You
said you had meetings at the Grange. What kind of meetings were held at the Grange
Halls?

A:

Oh, I’d hold
in Grange Halls if they were available. We weren’t connected with the
Grange in any way. We had no connection with them.

Q:

Don Francis has talked about back when he worked with the immigrant Jewish farming
community that they would not come to our buildings because they were fearful of the
government. So he used to go to where ever they were holding their religious services and
that’s how he got to know them and how he got to be trusted by them ‘cause he went
where they were.

A:

(UV Urn httm. Smart move.)

Q:

It was quite an interesting.. .1 think there’s a new book that’s being put out by the Jewish
Historical Society in Connecticut.. Hartford about resorts and farms in the Jewish
community in the State which is very interesting. Very different and the
Historical
Society has been doing some things with them, too. Okay, let’s see. Do you have any
other kinds of stories about the College of Agriculture you’d like to share? Someone told
me one time they used to put cows up on the roof.

A:

I never saw one. (Okay.) Someone was.. .oh, someone did put a cow up once but that
was as a joke, I guess.

Q:

Yeah, yep. Are there any recollections you have about the College or about Extension?

A:

One recollection was Dean Young was quite a tartar. I mean, he was boss. If he wanted
you to do something, you did it.

Q:

He would just come and tell you.

A:

Yeah. (UV: The great leveler.) What did you say? (UV: I said, the great leveler. I
mean, he was a whip snapper.) Yeah.

Q:

So when Henry Hanson went in, it was very different working with him?

A:

Oh, yeah. Oh, he and I were good friends before and I always worked closely with him.
(UV They were a pretty popular duo, Hemy and George. They would come over to
the prograni. The rest of the Agents---. It was a comfortable Jlt. I used to remember the
wonderful Christmas messages that the Dean would send to all the faculty. Remember

those George? Yeah, yeah. Wonderful messages he had in those... veiy thoughtful, really
nice.) Yeah, he always wrote them himself (Yep, every christmas. His name wasn ‘t
“Whip “for nothing.)

Q:

Which are you talking about, Hanson or...?

A:

(UI: No, Dean Young.)

Q:

Dean Young, okay.

A:

He was called “Whip”

Q:

Whip?

A:

Yeah, he was a whipper. He’s a whip snapper.

Q:

Now where did he come from?

A:

The Middle West.

Q:

Oh, that’s the one that came from the Midwest.

A:

(UI:

Q:

And how long was he here?

A:

((JJ/. forever.)

Q:

When he retired, did he stay in the area?\

A:

Yes. His wife or his widow I guess she.. .widow? (LIV: No, she diedfirst.) Oh, she died
first but the house is right on Spring Hill, the second... (Right across from the Baptist
Church, it ‘s that hoitse right there.) He built that house there.

Q:

Did most of the faculty live in Storrs at the time?

A:

Yeah, all but the Agents.

Q:

Urn hum. So, when you became.. .so you moved from Pomfret when you became
Administrator? (Urn hum.) People commute quite a distance now.

A:

(LIV: I know, George used to say when he first made the... the switch that he missed the
farmers. He missed being able to get out an visit, that visiting that he liked. With one
great breath, I guess, goingfrom one step to the next.)

Q:

When you decided to go into administration, did Dean Young talk you into it.

A:

No. He had to approve it though.

He graduatedfrom Furdtte didn ‘t he?) Yeah, I think he did.
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Q:

Yes. But when you said you made the decision that it was time to move on, what did you
hope to do when you became Program Leader. You followed in the shoes of someone
who you regarded and thought the same way you did. So there weren’t any big changes
you were going to make.

A:

Uh. (‘UV: Didn ‘t you follow Bob Hepburn as County Agent Leader? Heniy was
already...) No, Henry was County Agent Leader before Bob. (Oh.)

Q:

So, there’s Henry and then Bob Hepburn and then you?

A:

Urn hum. Bob Hepburn died on the job. (UV: I know that. I know that. That ‘s one of
the jobs that came over....)

Q:

Oh, I see.

A:

Then Henry moved into his job and I moved into Henry’s.

Q:

All right. No Bob Hepburn was Ag Leader or Dean? He was Ag Leader.

A:

He was County Agent Leader.

Q:

Okay, urn hum. They were different terms, all right.

A:

Yep, and they never used the term Ag Leader.

Q:

Yeah, now we have one Program Coordinator only for everybody.

A:

So you can include Home Ec too?

Q:

Urn hum. So when you were Associate Director you had.. .1 had a call from Doris Lane
too, from Virginia. So you had Doris, you had Ron Aronson. Was Nancy Weiss 4-H
when you were there?

A:

She came on the job.

Q:

Who was 4-H before Nancy?

A:

(LW Mike was... (Oh, his father.) The father Randy Wltaptes.)

Q:

So, it was Randy Whaples, Ron Aronson and Doris Lane? (Yep.) And then Randy
Whaples moved to another State did he not? He went on to a different State?

A:

Did he? (UV No, I don ‘t think so.) I think he died on the job.

Q:

Oh, Oh, he.. .oh, I didn’t know that.

A:

(LW: He was here for years. Before him it was Brundage? Mr. Brundage,) Yeah.

Q:

Brundage who went on into politics? No a different Brnndage.

. .

A:

No. Not... what was his name? Brztndage, the father?,) Mi’s I remember is he had three
or four sons. (I-fe had three sons and a daughter. Here ‘s Roger and Ken and Penny.)
What was the father’s name? (i’m bying to think ojit. It won’t come to me.)

Q:

It’ll come later. What did.. .did politics have anything to do with your work at the time? I
mean did you have to.. .the local Agents... did you, as a local Agent, did you have to deal
with local politics at any time.

A:

Only when we dealt with the Commissioners of, you know the County Commissioners to
get our budget.

Q:

To get money. (Yeah.) Okay.

A:

And Windham County was always a good money to get money out of even though they
didn’t have much themselves. They got set up right by Ray Wing. He trained them right.

Q:

Interesting. Now we have them.. .the farm out in Bloomfield was donated. Was that
donated while you were there? (Nope.) Don’t know when that came on.. .it’s a 4-H
Resource Farm. It was the Auerbach family.

A:

Auerbach. She owned G. Fox and Company.

Q:

So when the Agents, when the Ag Agents were in Hartford, let’s go back to that, you said
they were with tobacco. Was there much of a nursery business starting...

A:

They worked in both tobacco and nursery.

Q:

Cause nursery is very prevalent now and it had started back in the ‘50’s or’60’s?

A:

Yeah. (My father worked)In my other work for the larger nursery company in
Manchester.

Q:

Which one, please? (Which one?) Which company did you work for, please? In
Manchester.

A:

Yeah, I know he’s in Manchester “UV Burr Nurseries?,) (Burr?) Yeah. They had a big
farm in Town. I used to go out there once in a while.

Q:

Is this your father?

A:

No, he worked for the Burr Company, he was a salesman. He covered all the way as far
as the Mississippi.

Q:

So that was a seed company or a nursery?

A:

Nursery. They sold trees and roses and so on.

Q:

All the way to the Mississippi?
In

Q:

Where there other places where they could get information? Like, did Agway have any
input into any of their lives or...?

A:

I’m sure they did. Agway had a lot ‘cause most of the farmers bought their seed from
Agway and it would be just as easy if they were buying their clover or alfalfa seed from
Agway to ask the salesman about how to treat it. How to treat the land.

Q:

Now at that time, Agway was a Co-op in Connecticut, is that right?

A:

No, it was in Springfield.

Q:

Oh, all right, okay.

A:

It’s New England-wide I think.

Q:

But it’s.. .was. .home office was Springfield?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

I think the home office is in New York someplace now.

A:

Maybe. I don’t know.

Q:

Yeah, because they called.. .1 contact someone in Agway to be part of this piece, and I
think the man called me back from New York. Someplace, not New York City,
someplace else in New York. Well, now this other.. .the dairy cooperative you talked
about. Was there more than one dairy cooperative in the State?

A:

No, the... CMPA was the main one. Although Doc Hall had one, a small one. They dealt
mostly.. .they were in New Haven, they dealt mostly with the people who had Guernsey
cows. They wanted milk that had a clean line on it.

Q:

Did.. .did many farmers have their own milk routes?

A:

Only a few I guess. I know my grandfather did. He had a small herd. He only had eight
or nine cows but he used to peddle milk
(UV: The whole neighborhood----?)
Poquonock, Poquonock. (Yeah? Oh.)

Q:

Down on the shoreline, Poquonock?

A:

(LJJ No, outside ofHarford..(Okay.)..Near the airport?,)

Q:

Right. Well, thank you very, very much. You’ve taken me through quite a process here
in going through this kind of history. Thank you for the time you’ve spent. If you think
of anything else, give me a call and I’ll add it to my notes.

.

A:

(LIV: Part of our experience would be, f I was going to hm.’e the car for the day, we ‘d
drop George off at the building and then I’d take the kids around and we ‘d see all the
little calves sleeping in the meadow. And all the kids knew the dfferent breeds (Okay.)
That wasfun.

Q:

How many herd were in that picture you had? How big was the UConn dairy herd at the
tine?

A:

Same as it is now.

Q:

Is it? Was it?

A:

Yep. You know that barn? The barn that was in there? (Yeah.) Yeah, both sides was
always full. Once in a while there’d be an empty stanchion but not often.

Q:

Someone was telling me that you went from stanchions to “Loose housing”? And now
they’re going back to stanchions again.

A:

(LTV: Are they?)

Q:

That’s what someone said. Now what is “loose housing?”

A:

You just let the cows in and hope they grab their own place.

Q:

But they did. .did they have stanchions still?

A:

Yeah. (LW: To milk them?) To milk them, they still have stanchions.

Q:

Okay.

I think they do. (LIV: They had milking towers. What are they? What ‘s a milking
A:
tower?) Let the cows in and milk them. (Would they be in stanchions then?) Yeah. (Probably
it ‘s the health laws change and things had to be realty clean. These milking towers
probably... the loose housing was one thing but the ----inside isn ‘t safe.)

Q:

When you were Associate Director of Extension, did you have to.. .were you responsible
for the oversight of many of the buildings? (No, T don’t think...) The offices, the
Extension offices? Who was responsible for those buildings?

A:

Most of them were owned locally. A local group would get together and buy it but the
Agent, the Senior Agent would usually be in charge of the building.

Q:

And did they choose to build their own building so that they would have meeting places
rather than just offices? Is that what.. .what prompted them to want their own space?

A:

Well, usually they bought a building with a room that they could hold meetings in.

Q:

Do you think that’s what motivated them to do it? (Um hum.) Before that, when the
meetings were in the.. .when they had their offices in the Post Offices, where did they hold
their meetings?

A:

Where ever they could find a room.

Q:

Like the Grange, like you said? Okay.

A:

(LW Would you like some coffee or something?,)

Q:

No, thank you very much. Ijust had this tickle in my throat that I couldn’t catch before.

A:

You know, when I was in Windham County, we used to use the uh. they had a large
building in the Post Office downstairs. We used to use that building for meetings. We
used to use across the Street, the Y had a big room. We used that. Whichever one we
could get.

Q:

Did you have to pay for it?

A:

We usually had to pay something for it. If it was in the Post Office, we could get it free.
The Y we could usually get it free if we got the right person on the phone to make the
date. (Um hum.) And then we used to use Grange Halls out around. You know, you’d
call up the master or someone in charge of it and make arrangement
(End of tape.)
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