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Q:

in Fails Village, Connecticut. You were a Vo Ag teacher for many years which is
why I was referred to you. So we’d like to start and thank you very, very much for
agreeing to being taped for this project.
Tell me, first of all, where you born?

A:

I was born in Danielson, Connecticut.

Q:

In Danielson? And then how long did you live there?

A:

All... all through high school years and college. Went to Connecticut Agricultural
College.

Q:

All right. Yes.

A:

And then at the last days of it.

Q:

Did you live on a farm in Danielson?

A:

We had a small farm about ten acres.

Q:

Go ahead.

A:

And a retail milk route, milked seven cows, had three hundred hens and had brothers
and sisters lived on the place, all older than I was.
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Q:

How many were there?

A:

Well, we had a family of six and made a living out of agricultural pursuits. A little
sweet corn in the summer, maybe a few strawberries on the side.

Q:

And where did you self those?

A:

In Danielson.

Q:

In Danielson. Tell about the retail route.. .the dairy route.

A:

Well, we had put out about forty quarts a day and so we got up in the morning, milk
the cows, bottle the milk in the house. We didn’t have any... didn’t have to have a lot
of sanitation approval although you were inspected by the State. Bottle the milk and
delivered it. And I was fortunate, I got very good experience on that route because
my father had rheumatism, arthritis or whatever you call it, I was his ace. So I used to
deliver the route, collect the bills and then get all the groceries.

Q:

How old were you when you did this?

A:

I started in doing that when I was about ten years old and I did that until I was a
sophomore in high school. Then we started sending the milk wholesale to Providence.
Picked up our milk by truck about a can a day. About the time I went to college they
sold out. That’s the milk route.

Q:

Who did they sell it to? They sold the milk route or they sold the farm?

A:

Oh, they sold the milk.

Q:

The milk route?

A:

No, they just sold the cows.

Q:

Oh, oh, I see.

A:

We didn’t get anything for the route. Sold the cows, kept a couple.

Q:

For personal use?

A:

That’s right.

Q:

And they stayed on the farm though.

A:

That’s right.

Q:

All right. Did they start a different kind of...?

A:

No. Well, my brother did ‘cause the Depression come along. He was.. .he worked in
the mill, the cotton mill.

Q:

In Danielson.

A:

In Danielson.. .laid off and he well, took over the laying hens. He had about three
hundred hens that we’d had. I don’t know how he made a living but he did. He lived
on it. He was married with no children.

Q:

So you went to college then during the Depression?

A:

Oh, yes and graduated in 1934.

Q:

Urn hmm. How were you able to go to college?

A:

Worked, I worked my way through. I sold.. .the summers are in addition to working
on a small farm. I had a job with a local farm, fruit farm down the road a ways. from
the summers, saved my money. Eighteen dollars a week. Banked it every Saturday
night. Well, they didn’t charge me any board but I was working anyway on the farm.
Then in the college they... I worked my way through college, pretty much.

Q:

What was college like then at Connecticut Agricultural College. I have seen pictures
of it and then I’ve been doing some reading. The students at one time, worked on the
college farms.

A:

Well, really that was.. .that was before my time. We got paid for the work that we did.
I got ajob in the dairy department there in the dairy barn and I worked there all
through my freshman.. well, most of my freshman year. The thing is I was with the
veterinary for haIfa year. That was good experience too.

Q:

What, the veterinary.. .veterinary...

A:

And my uncle Woodbury he wanted to shoot.. .they had a man that they.. .he wanted
to...wanted to get rid of in the dairy department and the barn so I switched. So I lived
with the veterinary free half a year. Sophomore year, I earned enough my sophomore
year so I had pretty enough to go into my junior year. ‘Cause the summer I worked
on... at home and on the farm throughout. Had a job in Simsbury one year at
Mc...McLean farm and summers at McLean’s. That’s a golf course now.

Q:

You lived there as. ..as a hired. ..as a hand?

A:

As a hired hand.

Q:

How many were there of you who stayed at... at the farm at one time?

A:

I had two brothers and a sister.

Q:

But I’m asking about...

A:

On the farm?

Q:

When you worked at the farms in the summer. You didn’t commute back to
Danielson from Simsbury?

A:

No, I lived on.. .1 lived on the farm at Simsbury.

Q:

And were there other hired hands?

A:

Oh yes. They had.. .1 think there was.. .well, there was a herdsman. And the
herdsman.. .1 think there was three altogether. They had a herd of forty maybe. In
those days that was considered good size, forty, fifty head.

Q:

How did you happen to find him or he find you?

A:

Professor White at the university placed me.

Q:

George C. White. There’s a building there named for him now.

A:

Right. He was my advisor.

Q:

When you were in Danielson, how did your father develop the milk route?

A:

Well, believe it or not he was working and making screwdrivers at a local factory and
to make a little money on the side, I guess. So he started delivering milk, I remember,
and he went to work in the morning. Only had about three head then, three cows. I
wanted you to know he did have seven cows all about an acre per cow. I remember
my father plowing up haff of the area he had and everybody, “What are you doing all
that for?” “Got to have it seeded down and we had a good crop growing.” Used
fertilizer which some didn’t use in addition to the manure production. And root
gradually built up to that amount. We never had any extra, any extra milk. In fact, we
bought a little now and then when he was short. So we didn’t know a loss...

Q:

How did you keep it cold from the time you milked it to the time you delivered it?

A:

Oh, you... put it in the spring house in the cold spring water. Then you took it in the
house and you bottled it or poured it in cans and ice water. Had an ice chest.

Q:

Would you describe the spring house?

A:

Well, it was attached to the barn and our water supply was gravity from the spring.
Run from the spring to the house about several hundred yards and the house to the tub
in the spring house. And from the spring house another tub down by the poultry
houses. And then out on the ground, run year round, steady.

Q:

How did.. .did your family happen to be in Danielson?

A:

Well, they were in Rhode Island. They had about a hundred and sixty acre farm in
Foster. And of course, I wasn’t around in those days. That was about 1912. They
came to Danielson in 1909 and my brothers and sisters were getting to high school age
so they wanted to move to Danielson for high school education. That was one of the
reasons I think that they moved.

Q:

Interesting.

A:

And I was born in Danielson. My brothers and sisters were born in Foster. That’s just
over the line as you probably know. (Off Rt.6)

Q:

Now had there been family there?

A:

Old family background, yes. Went back years and years. The Woods and the
Broitons.

Q:

How do you spell Broiton.

A:

3-R-O-1-T-O-N. And they all had quite extensive holdings. All were farmers of
course, in those days. But they gave up a good farm, as farms go in foster to come to
Danielson. Had smaller acreage. Was always a cider mill on this farm that they came
onto, this small farm. (Uh huh.) They run that awhile.

Q:

So how .where did they get the apples? Was there a...?

A:

Oh, local farmers brought them in. We had about a hundred trees on the place though,
all around the walls and all kinds of.. .there must have been a dozen different varieties
or more which you don’t find today. Some are good and some not so good.

Q:

Some people are specializing now and going back to the old, the old “cisassics.”

A:

They. ..there were some of those varieties were excellent.

.
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Q:

Can you remember what some of them were?

A:

Well, I liked the snow apples what they call a “Snow Apple.” Then they had a big
yellow apple, a big Pippin. They were good. They had the Northern Spys in those
days, too. Rhode Island Greenings and Baidwins. My mother.. .mother never used
those Northern Spys much and they were good apples. They got into cider. She
wanted to make an apple pie, “Art, go get me some of those Rhode Island Greenings.”
When they were ready and then when the Baidwins were a little riper why they had the
B aldwins.

Q:

Now there was a Baldwin blight at some time. Do you remember that?

A:

I don’t remember the blight. They had a spot on ‘em. ff1 remember when the.. when
I was a boy, we never sprayed the trees. I could remember the first time they sprayed
those apple trees. Only had one spraying. They did that for several years. I remember
they weren’t pruned too well, either, but my brother pruned them up. So we had a lot
of apples.

Q:

What do you remember school being like?

A:

Well, I started off with the general course and ---and then took the agricultural course
after my father died. My father died when I was in high school. I was fourteen. And
well, it was respect to the teachers. Didn’t have any great discipline problems. They
thought they had some but they didn’t have many. You know, nothing compared to
what you run into today in schools.

Q:

Did anyone else in your family go onto college?

A:

No, I’m the only one. Well, my brother Howard took courses in World.. .for World
War I. He went to MIT awhile. He was trained as a steam engineer. We had a
thousand of them.

Q:

Did he ever go into that kind of work?

A:

Never a day.

Q:

So did he go back to the farm then?

A:

Well, he helped me while I was in co. .When I was in college he stayed on the farm to
help my mother. But no, he didn’t go into farming. Just saw me through high school.

Q:

When did your mother sell the farm? Or did...?

A.

Well, we sold the farm piecemeal. My brother and I did that in the ‘40’s.

.
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Q:

for building lots or to other farmers?

A:

Yeah, mostly. And the State Highway went across it. Sold some building lots but
mostly broken up.. .the house.

Q:

Is the house still there?

A:

Yep, still there. They made the cider mill into a house and then sold that and the
people moved it down into the pasture.

Q:

They made the cider mill into a house and then they moved it?

A:

They sold the house.. .they sold the building. We made it into a house to live in after
we sold the big house. Then they sold it and my mother well, we had to move her out.
She then finally came up to Lakeville.

Q:

Now are your brothers and sisters still in the State?

A:

All are gone. None of them living. My brother nearest me died in 1983.

Q:

Had they stayed in the State?

A:

All stayed in the State, yeah.

Q:

Did your sister marry a farmer or go into farming in any way?

A:

No, she didn’t go into farming. Well, she... she married.., well, I guess you would call
it...she was poultry farming with her second husband. He had the hens. Of course,
you know they think of farming you’ve got to have cows in the old days up here.
These people still think that there’s no farming anywhere unless you got the cows, you
know? Small dairy farms.

Q:

So, what you’re saying is, that because there aren’t as many dairy farms people think
there’s no farming?

A:

That’s right.

Q:

So what kind of farming are people doing in this...?

A:

There doing quite a bit of. .of a landscaping, cropping, which they didn’t do when we
came to this area.

Q:

Before you came to this part of the State, what was your elementary school and high
school like in Danielson?

.

A:

Well, I enjoyed going to the elementary...

Q:

How big was the school?

A:

The high school was about three hundred or something like that.. .the elementary
school, oh, had about twenty-twenty five kids to a class, eight grades.

Q:

Did your brother and sister graduate from high school?

A:

My older brother and my sister didn’t graduate. ---didn’t graduate from high school.
My younger brother graduated. He’s the one that went to down at MIT. There’s
fifteen years difference between that brother and me.

Q:

So then, when you graduated, when you went to UConn or Connecticut Agricultural
School...

A:

That’s right. Then finished up at Connecticut State College.

Q:

Okay, urn hmm. What year would that have been?

A:

1934. I graduated so I was over there in ‘30 to ‘34 at UConn.

Q:

Where were your classmates from?

A:

Well, they pretty much covered the State I would say.

Q:

You said you started up in general studies. By that time it had grown beyond
agriculture too, wasn’t it?

A:

Do you mean it in high school?

Q:

No, I meant at Connecticut Agricultural College.

A:

Oh, they...they. ..there in a lot of different colleges. They had a good Engineering
group. Homemaking and... and Education Department was quite strong.

Q:

When did you decide to go into teaching?

A:

Well, when I was taking agriculture, I think. Vo Ag. I started to go into teaching. I
think my teacher helped some, Walter Bruce. He was an old time Ag teacher.
(Tape mterruption.)

Q:

So we were talking about how you decided to go into education and you said it was
Professor Bruce?
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A:

Yeah. ---he was the high school teacher in the Vo Ag.

Q:

Oh, oh. I see. All right.

A:

I think he encouraged me some. And I was quite active in the high school---.

Q:

What kinds of things did you do in high school?

A:

Well, let’s see. I was treasurer of my class. I handled the money. Played basketball,
basketball team and the active part of the agricultural activities. We had a agriculture
club. I worked on the FFA there. We had a fair at school, agricultural fair.

Q:

Did you do anything with 4-H?

A:

I never.., never got into 4-H. And I was in the all the class plays, class actor.

Q:

What kinds of plays did you...did they have?

A:

Well, there’s ----‘s Dress Suit. Now what were the other one? I been in an operetta
too.

Q:

Oh, yes?

A:

farm boy in the operetta. I don’t know how welt I sang but I sang something.

Q:

Fascinating. So how far out of town.. outside of Danielson did you live?

A:

I lived on Green Hollow Road.

Q:

In miles, how far is that? I don’t know...

A:

You don’t know? It’s south of town but it’s only a mile out from the center.

Q:

All right.

A:

That road comes out in Moosup, Central Village area at the end of the road heading
down toward your way, nearer to Norwich.

Q:

I can picture it on the map of how I would get there. So then you went off to college
and did you pursue any of these activities while you were in college?

A:

from that time. I played basketball, played soccer until I quit basketball ‘cause I had
to work. I couldn’t handle it all. Had to have some money and I had to do some
studying. But I can tell you my judging.

Q:

Yeah, talk about the judging.

A:

Well, I was a dairy judge, livestock.

Q:

And you learned that in high school and then went on to college doing it?

A:

No, I had to do poultry at the university and the fruit. Judged fruit. I.. .1 took the
pomology course. first you had to get a variety of courses to teach agriculture so I
took pomology and one of the parts of that course was the apple judging team. So I
went out for that. First New England contest, I won that. I been judging fruits and
vegetables, livestock most all my life. I judged vegetables at Brooklyn Fair about
thirty-five years.

Q:

Oh, wow. Talk about that later.

A:

I only got.. .did the job this year. Felt pretty good.

Q:

How.. .when you finished school, did you have to do anything like student teaching
then?

A:

Oh, yes. I did student teaching in Enfield with Mr. Hutton.

Q:

Hutton, okay. And as you did your student teaching, how was teaching in Enfleld
different than what you had experienced taking the courses in Danielson?

A:

Well, not too much. I think a little stronger management maybe at Killingly then at
Enfield but there wasn’t too much difference. Here, there’s a strong program for
adults and that was always for that. Had one near Housatonic.

Q:

Now were those during the day or those evenings?

A:

Evenings. These adult classes.

Q:

So you did them here at the community college? Housatonic Community College?

A:

No, Housatonic High School.

Q:

All right. Adult education at night. Okay. Urn hmm. So then when.. .after you
graduated, when did you get married?

A:

Got married in 1937.

Q:

So, you’d been out teaching a while?

A:

Oh, yes.

Q:

Where was your first teaching job?

A:

Well, at Chester, Vermont.

Q:

How did you end up in Vermont?

A:

Well, they were short of teachers in the spring. They had the Vocational-Educational
Act put out some money so they were putting on additional teachers. The job that I
got, the man went to the university for research work in economics and one of the best
jobs in Vermont. Sixteen hundred dollars a year.

Q:

That’s what he was getting when he went or that what’s you got...?

A:

That’s what I got. Sixteen hundred.

Q:

1n1934or35?

A:

In ‘35 I started. And I was there about a year and three or four months. I came to
Connecticut at Windham. I was in Willimantic three years and then they built this
school up here in Falls Village. I told my Super that I’m going to leave. So he said,
“You want a job in Falls Village?” So I kinda looked at it and took it.

Q:

So you had already decided to leave Willimantic but you didn’t know where else you
were going to go?

A:

Oh, yes. Come up here.

Q:

Oh, okay. How had you heard about...?

A:

I wasn’t ready though. I guess the supervisor told me. He set me up, he set me up.
‘Cause I had told him I was gonna leave anyways so he says, “I’ll get you ajob in New
Jersey for quite a little money.” He says, “They got opened up a new school in F ails
Village, maybe you’d like to look at that.” So I come up and took it. Yeah...

Q:

When you first told him you were going to leave what had you planned to do?

A:

Well, I was going to some other State.

Q:

Did you just want to move or did...was this...?

A:

I wanted more money.

Q:

Oh, okay. And by that time you were married?

A:

Right. And I was getting eighteen hundred on that job. Saved more money on
eighteen hundred and I had also earned a lot more since in some years.

Q:

Well, do you remember the cost of things and the prices that you paid for things when
you were earning that amount of money?

A:

Well, you get a loaf of bread for about twelve, twenty-five cents. Milk was ten cents a
quart. I’d go down.. .you take two dollars and you go down to the store and you come
back with a big bag of food. Enough for you to last a week.

Q:

How did you meet your wife?

A:

At the Grange. The Echo Grange down Mansfield. Well, I also saw her first in
Brooklyn, some officers meeting.

Q:

What were your associations with the Grange? Did you...?

A:

Well, I was Overseer at Echo at Mansfield. In was still at the College Grange. They
had a Grange there, too, when I was in college. And I went to Overseer at Mansfield.
I would have taken Mansfield but I couldn’t manage the job and I came up here. Then
I was so busy up here I left the Grange where it declined.

Q:

How had you gotten in.. .did you first get involved with the Grange at the college?

A:

No. I got involved with the Grange when I was fourteen years old at home. My
mother was active. She was the Master

Q:

And this is just before your dad died or just after?

A:

During the same time.

Q:

Okay.

A:

And I joined when I was able to join. Fourteen is when you could join. So I
participated in quite a few activities all through high school at the Grange. Still a
member.

Q:

Urn hmm, urn hmm. What was the best thing that happened as a result of being in the
Grange.

A:

Well, I met my wife.

Q:

That’s true. It was...

A:

It was social and also educational activities.
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Q:

And it was family oriented. Which...

A:

That’s right. I have papers my mother wrote when she was younger and she belonged
to the South Killingly Grange and she lived in Foster. I have some when she was also
Master. Quite nice. There were debates in there. Quite nice papers. I don’t throw
them away. I got them around here somewhere. I looked at them the other day. And
the Lectures Program. They always generally had something educational every
meeting. And then they had a social after, had dancing and things of that nature. And
a friendly good group of young people, not a lot. I think it was beginning to decline at
that point with radio and television coming in. They meet twice a month.

Q:

The people who lived nearby, they were your neighbors who were in the Grange?

A:

Yes, and it was pretty much all the town of Killingly came in. There was one other
Grange in South Killingly. It was the old... old established. I mean longest. They had
troubles surviving---in later years. I think they’re still operating. My mother was
Master there a while.

Q:

How long did he (brother) stay on the farm after you left or after your.. until it just...?

A:

Not to.. .not to do much of any farming.

Q:

Heletitgrowout?

A:

Yeah, he operated the.. .he went back into the cider mill business. He made quite a
little cider. You see, these farmers had a lot of trees. Some of them is in orchards.
They’d come in and make a barrel or two of cider or more. Always had to have some
cider to drink at haying time, hard cider. Not beer, it’s hard cider.

Q:

Did people help each other with their haying and their different...?

A:

We exchanged some machinery. We didn’t do much exchange of labor. I don’t
remember we did very much of that. Not in our location.

Q:

What were your neighbors like when you were over in Danielson area?

A:

Well, my uncle lived right across the road. He had a farm about the same size. And I
don’t know, he had had hens, about the same number of cows. I don’t know what he
did do with his milk. Unless he fed the calves, I think. Yeah.

Q:

So he moved from Rhode Island the same time your dad did?
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A:

No. He came earlier, three years sooner. Then up the road we had another small
dairy. They had five or six cows and he was a mason on the side. He had these cows.
We used to buy some of the milk from them when we were out of...

Q:

Was he a mason first and a farmer second?

A:

I would say so. I would say he was a mason first and a farmer second. And down the
road they had another farm that was much larger and they I think, they sold their milk
wholesale. What I mean by larger, maybe fifteen cows, twenty. That was good size
you know. Then we had the fellow who had the fruit farm, set out the trees. He used
to work in the summer there. Signed him twenty-five cents an hour.

Q:

Working on his. ..in his orchard?

A:

Nine hours a day.

Q:

What did you do for fun?

A:

Fun? Oh, there used to be a lot of things of interest.

Q:

You said the clubs when you were in school. When you were younger on the farm
what did you.. .‘cause you were pretty close to town actually.

A:

Yeah.

Q:

Did you ride a school bus.

A:

Well, I rode first on a school wagon. A bus, we didn’t have any bus. School bus?
What was that?

Q:

Okay. So who had the wagon, the school or did someone...?

A:

The farmer down the road run the school wagon. He’d pick me up in the morning. I
was only a mile away from the school anyway. But I was still eligible to be picked up.
My district had closed and I went to the main elementary school in Danielson. Down
the road a mile was my school that I usually attend, a one-room school. It had been
closed for several years. Yeah.

Q:

Do you remember when electricity came?

A:

Oh, yes. I remember we had kerosene lamps of course, and candles. We were out of
candles by then. And the cotton mill went out of business so my father goes up and
buys all the wiring and all the fixtures in the mill. And he wired the barn, he wired the
garage, the cider mill, the old cider mill and one floor on the house. Not on the
upstairs rooms, to see if he liked it. Then he said he’d do that. But that was more

work to do an upstairs. It never got wired. So I had kerosene lamps to go to bed
with, electric lights on the first floor.

Q:

How many rooms were in the house...?

A:

We had.. .that was a big house. One, two, three, four... eight rooms I think we had.
And they were big rooms. Old fashioned. Wide boards on the floors.

Q:

High ceilings. You had high ceilings? No.

A:

Not too high on this house.

Q:

Did you have a summer kitchen?

A:

No summer kitchen. We had an eli that was attached to the house where the kitchen
was.

Q:

Plumbing?

A:

Old plumbing we had, gravity feed right from the spring into the house. Right over
the sink right out to the barn. And plumbing, you mean toilets? (Yeah.) Oh, we had
an inside privy. Didn’t have to do outside. Off the woodshed. A lot of buildings were
outside but it wasn’t very pleasant after all come to think of it. Sears Roebuck
catalogues for toilet paper. Got to save money.

Q:

Do you remember the hurricane of’38?

A:

‘38 I was teaching in Wiffimantic and that did quite a little damage out at the farm,
took the barn down. Set the eli off the main part of the house about six inches. And
the horse got caught, we had a horse, got caught between the chicken house and the
barn so we had to do away with that. Didn’t lose any cattle though. We had a couple
of head but they didn’t get lost.

Q:

They.. .they were not in the barn?

A:

Apparently not. The barn was flattened.

Q:

Did you rebuild any of these?

A:

No. Well, the house they repaired but didn’t rebuild the barn.
And the cider mill was not damaged?

A:

Well, the cider mill was a building that was rebuilt it didn’t hurt that.

Q:

What else did you produce on the farm? You said hay and you had the chickens and
the cows.

A:

Oh, we had a little sweet corn, maybe sometimes you had extra strawberries.

Q:

Any. ..any other vegetables for your own use? (Yeah.) You did for your own thing.
And your mother canned?

A:

Canned.

Q:

You sister used to help her can?

A:

Whenever in July you got through haying you went down to the farm in foster their
folks owned. We go blueberrying. So we sold blueberries in late July and first part of
August. Couldn’t beat those wild blueberries.

Q:

Did your sister help with the canning?

A:

Oh, yes. And we pitched in on canning.

Q:

During the haying season, did other people come and stay with you?

A:

Nobody stayed with us during haying. Of course, we didn’t have a lot to do. We only
hired a neighbor to help. It was all pitched on by hand with a pitchfork. Then they
pitched it off when we got to the barn. That was the way we did it because we didn’t
have enough. They had hay forks that took the hay up to a scaffold someplace and
then you push it off. Raise it with a block and tackle with a horse on it. My uncle had
that across the road. He had it made. It’s kind of hot up in the peak of the barn
mounding it away. That was my job.

Q:

That would be a lot of work. What other kind of mechanization did they use?

A:

Well, we only had the one horse. That was it.

Q:

That was it.

A:

Yeah, one horse. One horse farm.

Q:

Do you remember any key problems that.. .that you faced while you were on the farm?
Any key things that happened?

A:

Well, keeping track of the.. having enough money to buy things we wanted. I
remember, we didn’t buy a lot of things we wanted. We didn’t have the money to buy
them with.

1(

Q:

Urn hmm. Sears Roebuck was rather new then?

A:

And.. .and Charles Williams Company. They’re out of business now. Yeah, Sears
Roebuck was just getting going.

Q:

Urn hmm. A major change. What about your biggest joy living out and growing up
on a farm?

A:

Well, well, I liked gardening. I’d go fishing. Did a lot of fishing.

Q:

You’re near the water right here.

A:

And of course, I got my Master’s Degree too, you know?

Q:

No. Well, when we flip the tape over, I’m going to talk to you more about your
teaching.

A:

Oh, okay.

Q:

But I thought I would end up this piece here. So how long had you been teaching
before you went back and got your Master’s Degree?

A:

Oh, I didn’t go until 1947, about ten years.

Q:

Were you in the war, did you go into.. .off to service?

A:

No, they didn’t want me. I was supposed to stay home and (Teach?) teach.

Q:

But you had children by that time?

A:

Oh, yes. I think I had two, I think at that point, or three.

Q:

Where did you go to school for your Master’s?

A:

Cornell.

Q:

Now, how did you do that? Did you leave and go there to school?

A:

I did most of it in the summer. They gave me time off (Urn hmm.) I didn’t have to
have a residency of a flail year. I did it in the summer, summer sessions.

Q:

For three years or two years or...?

A:

So I think it took me three years. Then I had a thesis, wrote a thesis too. That took
all of. .spent a summer on a thesis.

Q:

What would.. .what was your thesis on?

A:

Well, it’s “The Selection of Vo Ag Students.”

Q:

How did you happen to pick that topic, Selection of Vo Ag Students.”?

A:

Well, we had to. in those days the.. people like Hurdy didn’t know about the
program too much. You had to get out and recruit early. You visited homes of boys
that.. .You didn’t bother the girls much on farms to get them to take agriculture.

Q:

And then after you had that, then...?

A:

And then you had a.. .had a method of.. oh, my thesis covered methods of selection.
Go on to wanting to build up the program.

Q:

Um hmm. So, when you first started teaching, how big were your classes?

A:

I think it was
(End of side one.)
I had ten, I think at Housatonic. When I started down here the first year they opened
the school, I had nineteen total. And I divided that. I think it was about nine, ten.

Q:

How many had you had up in Danielson?
(Tape interruption.)
Let’s go back. How many were there in Danielson?

A:

I think about fifteen in my class. Probably thirty-five in the whole department.

Q:

And then in Willimantic?

A:

Oh, about... I don’t think it was much bigger but you had two teachers there and we
had a department running around fifty, I think.

Q:

You were talking about the Future Farmers before the tape stopped.

A:

Oh, they started in Connecticut in about 1930 and they didn’t start at the national
until, I think about ‘27. But we had an agricultural club when I was in high school
which was doing about the same thing. And I remember we went to the organizational
meeting in 1930. I was the first State Treasurer but I didn’t have any money. That’s
how I remember.

Q:

So now, let’s go back and talk about the actual teaching. What was farming like?
Like when you had these young people coming in and you then taught.. for how many
years did you teach altogether?

A:

Thirty-five, thirty-three. I forgot.
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Q:

So, during this time, what kind of changes did you see that you had to incorporate into
your classroom teaching?

A:

Oh well, a change of course, was the subject matter because your agriculture was
changing. Was probably the biggest change to keep up with it. Methods didn’t
change too much although using group teaching quite a bit, small group. Always did
individual and which is much different than in some of the other classes you got to do.
When your attacking it individual. I had a... one man that was working with me, “I
always know what.. .how good your pupils are by what they decided to do.” Used to
work out lesson plans almost individually.

Q:

And they’d work on projects back home.. .took it back home with them?

A:

This is where you had to experience largely, was on the home farm. Integrate it with
the home farm activities. They were requifed to have a project of some kind. Of
course, they’re getting away from that some now but they’re required on labor to have
so many hours of experience on it which is another way of handling it, I think. And
we’d take a lot of actual field trips to these farms. When all the schools go there, we
did a number of things with the pupils right on the farm.

Q:

Like what kinds of things?

A:

Harvesting and planting and.. .and caring for stock, things of that nature, And the
mechanics and repair work. Didn’t have any shops in those days to amount to
anything so you did your mechanics work on the farm.

Q:

And that was changing a lot wasn’t it?

A:

Yeah. We’d repair buildings, machinery on the farm. Now they bring them in to the
shop.

Q:

Did the parents get involved when you’d go back on the farm with the kids?

A:

At Danielson, there was not much.. you mean attending classes or...?

Q:

No. When.. .when you went back to the farm and they did their projects to...?

A:

Oh, yeah. That was one of the key importance of the program.

Q:

So then this passed it back to their parents basically?

A:

We were working with the parents and the pupil. That’s why the program is good.
Other classes don’t have it. People don’t realize it and if you don’t necessarily have to
make all farmers out of them either.

Q:

You said the subjects changed over those thirty-three, thirty-four years. What kinds of
things do you... did you see changing the most in the subjects?

A:

In which area?

Q:

Anything that you remember.

A:

Well, more recently of course, it’s the smaller dairy farms are gone. They are big. So
what do they do? In E. Canan.I don’t know, five or six hundred head out there.
Maybe you heard about it.

Q:

I’m going to talk to them, yeah. I haven’t yet but.they’re on my list.

A:

And they all took vo ag. Even Bob, the father. He took it in Winsted with Mr.
Coleman. And they always---and there they are milking that number of head.

Q:

And do they have a milking parlor, the disk that goes around or do they have it
mechanized?

A:

Oh yes. They haven’t got the disk. They got them lined up. They come in the stalls.
They do, oh I don’t know, how many. They do a whole bunch of them at once. Three
times a day.

Q:

So the herds have changed a lot too?

A:

Oh, yes.

Q:

Now, did you teach about breeding too?

A:

Oh, yes. Those things have changed.

Q:

Artificial insemination came out of this part of the State.

A:

Came in.. .came in, yes.

Q:

It was a strong. ..on this part of the State it was very strong. There was an
association?

A:

Yes, I think we do have. Kennedy I think was the last man. He went on to be.. .head
up the eastern section. ‘Cause now you don’t have to wait a while before you’re
invited. Did a lot of that.

Q:

And how did you.. .how did you keep updated?
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A:

Well, I always went to their summer school. I went to.. .1 went to summer classes
during my teaching career, quite a few of them. And then we had conferences where
ever I was during the summertime and... and during the year. Ag teachers got together
and discuss various problems, changes.

Q:

Where did you go to summer school?

A:

Well, Cornell for the degrees and then I took one or two classes at UConn and some
at the University of Hartford. Now, what was the other one? Did I take one in New
Britain?

Q:

What kinds of classes did you take at the University of Hartford?

A:

I think I took the Publicity course.

Q

So you took up.. to do business, publicity?

A:

Yeah, yeah. They came out they had a.. .when.. .they came out they had a.. they had to
come out to the Vocational Department and they had a group in camp. I think it was
six or eight teachers. So I enrolled.

Q:

The State Department of Education used to have a Vo Ag Department too. Does it
still have a Vo Ag...?

A:

Oh, yeah. But they’re not as strong as they were. Well, I won’t say that, they’re not
in the State Office Building now. I think they’te headquartered in Middletown and
but.. .the. .the Vo Ag Departments are going strong. They got them way down in
Stamford. I don’t know how many there are. They’ve increased some.
.

Q:

Why do you think that, they had enrollment problems for a while but now they’re
coming back?

A:

Well, they’re teaching what... I guess, the people want. You got an aquacufture in
some places, a greenhqlie and landscaping work and then you got the NFA Program.
Can’t beat it for leädehili tráihifig which other cläs doh’t get. Like.. .‘cause 4-H
does a good job too. they’re changed quite a bit thèfe as you know.

Q:

So as.. As the ubjèts changed then, was it up to you to sta’ up to date on all of them
Or did they divid off so that there were some who were aiiifiiâl, some of them were
the grëenhOue ffidusfr’ ahd so on?

A:

kVell, we went from.. .1 started out as a one-teacher dartment. then we worked in
the foUi teachers so we had a mechanics man and we 1iád a toØs mall anä floriculture
Or whatevet you call it.. .landscaping. That was Ganil5ino’s job.

Q:

It was? When did girls get more involved in it?

A:

Oh, I would say about in the late ‘50’s. We started getting some in, two or three and
gradually increased. We have pretty many girls as boys I think, down there now.

Q:

Do you have any idea why that might have happened?

A:

I think it’s the variety that they get. They got you know, a pre-vet course which
brings in some of both. Some girls that they’re interested in veterinary work. I don’t
know why except it’s a good program, I guess.

Q:

And the times have changed too. I think about more young women staying in
agriculture with their families which is different too. They’ve got a lot of horses in this
part of the State.

A:

Oh, there are lots of them, more horses then there ever was. I forgot to tell you about
horses the other...

Q:

Tell me about horses.

A:

Well, there are riding horses and then you got the work horses. We used to have
work horses but they’re gone. Well, we’ll have a few pair but a lot of riding horses.

Q:

So people are raising them to ride to breeding them to sell?

A:

They’re breeding them to.. .to ride. Their buying and breeding bring them nothing.
We only got.. .1 don’t know... only got a breeding farm I think up here. I don’t know
anything about it. Someone new on...

Q:

The Shetland. .the Shetland ponies? There’s one. ..I passed a Shetland farm.

A:

No. There are Morgans and thoroughbreds I guess. Most of them. There weren’t
too many ponies that I know of.

Q:

So these are.. .are hobby horses?

A:

Not all hobbies. Well I think.. .1 don’t know. I haven’t looked at their records. I think
a lot of them are hobbies. I really do.

Q:

How many acres does it take to keep a horse well?

A:

Well, about the same as a cow.

Q:

Which is?

.

A:

About an acre.

Q:

Okay.

A:

Depends on the size of a horse. Well, if it’s a thousand pound animal, can get your
land up, if you have any decent farm at all, to an acre. That’s what these dairymen are
doing. But Jacker, he farms all over creation, I don’t know.

Q:

Oh, he leases other land?

A:

Oh, he goes mile.. .ten, fifteen miles away. He has large trucks on the road carrying
the silage. They don’t think much of our hay, as you know. Feeding has changed.
Lots of corn silage.

Q:

Now, have they changed from silos up here to the...?

A:

Most them are bulk. Barn building is expensive if it’s just for silage stores. Most of
them of them are bulk feeding from bulk storage.

Q:

So he leaves his cattle out? Where does he milk? He grows his hay and his feed and
takes it back?

A:

Backto the cow.

Q:

So when you say they’re carting, I’m thinking they’re taking it out there to feed cows.

A:

No, no. He’s bringing the feed in.

Q:

Okay, all right.

A:

I don’t know how many acres of corn he has. I don’t know, it’s probably several
hundred. ‘Cause you can’t beat corn for...talldng about the breeding of...corn
breeding is tremendous improved. When I was young, we didn’t.. .there wasn’t any
corn. Didn’t have enough land for it. But if you got nine ton to the acre, you’re doing
pretty good; now their up at twenty or more than twenty. I have a
up here from
back in the ‘40’s. I worked with him quite a bit. We had a. ..he was going from corn to
grain. He got a hundred and twenty-five bushels per acre. That’s on
So I was
going over this at an Extension Service meeting and I had two farmers who wouldn’t
believe me that he had that yield. But he had it.
---

---.

Q:

Now had he had hybrid corn or he had...?

A:

Oh, oh yeah. Yeah.

Q:

So this is a big change in farming? That they used to grow their own and now they buy
their seed every year.

A:

That’s right. Yeah, we got that ---used to grow more feed. Although they... some of
the prices are high, they’re growing quite a bit of corn and a lot of silage corn.
Tremendous. When I was a boy they used to feed the cows more than twenty-five,
thirty pounds of silage a day. Now they have free access and varying small amounts of
hay. The feeds have changed.

Q:

Now when you were still teaching, were they doing muchwith nutrient management
between the milk produced and the food that they were eating?

A:

Oh, that was important, yes.

Q:

And. ..and now they do it by computer.

A:

Oh, yes.

Q:

So during that transition, you used to have to do it by hand and then by calculator?

A:

That’s right, that’s right. Yeah. Yeah. I...they got the computers now. I don’t know.
I missed that. Remember, I’ve been retired for twenty-five years.

Q:

Oh, my. Yes, this is true.

A:

So things have changed in that period. They were just beginning to get computers
coming in about the time I left twenty-five years ago.

Q:

Um hmm, um hmm, that’s true.

A:

Down at the Ag Department now they got computers all over the place down there.
They do their bookkeeping. I remember the teacher I had who was handling my adult
program was a. ..he was in computers at the.. .1 think the University of Minnesota. He
was collecting information here so now and put that through the computer and come
back again. He didn’t have one then. And they of course, they come in right after
that. That was twenty-five years ago. Al Gambini. .Gambino down here had one right
in the.. .five or six I saw in there for the kids use. Of course, the teachers all got one.
.

Q:

It’s come in.. .it’s amazing. I’ve lived through this too. What was your biggest
satisfaction teaching?

A:

Biggest satisfaction is seeing growth change in the individual, boy or girl. They take
cern .there’ s some of them you don’t think can do anything and they go down and
they do something. You take them right around, you bring them up. You don’t treat

them all the same. I had days when I’ve had it lots of times, individual clients for the
day. --..plan for each student. Entirely different than the next one.

Q:

Do you remember any particular students that were.. .that stick out in your mind
without giving names necessarily but any examples of things that.. .that you did
with... or do... or certain students did?

A:

Well, ---‘s boy’s done very well. Three, four of those up there. We got---son in dairy
farming and John Lee in Lakeville. He’s a University graduate also. And then we
have a member of the Finance Committee in Sharon in Aiston I---. He was a big
farmer, also taught school.

Q:

You had him as a student?

A:

Yes. He went just about according to the plan when we had worked out in school

Q:

Do you remember any other kinds of..of things that happened while you were
teaching? Any funny stories or experiences that you had while you were teaching?

A:

Well, we’ve always had problems with somebody might get hurt. And I was always
pretty lucky. I dropped a plank on a guys head one day and he, “What are you doing,
Mr. Wood?” “Oh,” I said, “Oh, I guess it must have slipped.” I had a boy that.. .1 was
shingling a.. .we made a shop out of the old bar... an old barn and I had a cupola that
needed shingling so I.. .to get somebody to go up there and shingle that cupola. So, he
said, “I’ll go up there.” So, I was going to put a rope on him so if he slipped we’d
have it to catch him. “I don’t need that.” So up he goes, shingles the roof. Things
like that.

Q:

Nowadays it would be very diffeent wouldn’t it?

A:

Oh, yes. Yeah. And they’ve changed down to school here in the welding area. Got it
curtained off and we had the fumes with nothing to take the fumes off. Now they take
those off. Required you know, in the shop. Never had much trouble in the shop. In
all my years I only know of one guy who cut his fingers on a planer. Didn’t do
anything special. Taught safety as much as I could. I’m pretty lucky. I got by. Then
I used to love to drive automobile. You didn’t always have a bus to go somewhere so
we’d hitch ‘em out. You start one group walking and p1e six or eight in your
automobile, take them so far, let them out to walk the rest of the way. Then you’d go
back and pick the others up and take them home.

Q:

That’s a good idea.

A:

Yeah. Well, I haven’t thought a lot of that. The boys, and then I’d let them run
errands okay, you know, when I needed to with the automobile. I didn’t know
they fiddled around with the speedometer so it didn’t work. Someone told me after. I

don’t know. It wasn’t as bad as they said.

Q:

Yeah, that’s funny. I know...now are you in touch with any other of your former
students beside the Jacquiers?

A:

Well, I haven’t got out as much as I should. I haven’t been doing this. I’m going to
go to the alumni. We have a.. .they have a strong alumni association.
-

Q:

Of the college?

A:

No.

Q:

Of the Housatonic?

A:

No, of the Ff A.

Q:

FFA. All right, okay urn hmm.

A:

They have a strong alumni. We have a scholarship program. They run a pretty good
program.

Q:

How many students do you think you had over the years? Well, if you had
fifleen. .they come in for a whole year or a half a year?
.

A:

Oh, they were in it for a whole year. Oh, probably five hundred maybe. Some have
-and you had some dropouts. I didn’t have too many dropouts. I had some. A lot of
these schools were sending you to the Agricultural Department, some that couldn’t do
anything anywhere else. But I used to get my share of the good ones down there, too.
I mean high scholastic averages. Had both. So I couldn’t complain.

Q:

Did you have any that you remember who were really hard workers that stuck out in
your mind as... as overcoming something to succeed or to... or who surprised you with
what they could do?

A:

Well, my own boy, I guess. He wasn’t too good in elementary school. He wouldn’t
do this and he wouldn’t do that. He couldn’t write this, he couldn’t write that. So he
got down to high school there and they took Ag and it straightened out. So he was
writing pretty good. And so we put---. II---, he’s a bus salesman. Then I
had.. .there’s so many of them I can’t pick out any particular one. S--- boys were
always good. Hard workers. They went into Warren. He’s a former Farm Bureau
President up here.

Q:

In Warren?

--

A:

No, he was never in Warren. Warren Foley, ex-member of the State Board of
Education. He was a hard worker.

Q:

W1iat was it like having your family? Now you had a son and you had another child.
You had more than one child?

A:

Oh, I had five.

Q:

Oh, you had five. Oh, wow.

A:

Uh huh. Four boys and a girl.

Q:

Okay, all right. What was it like teaching and you had evening work and so on? What
kind of family life did you have?

A:

Well I managed it all somehow. And because I lost my wife in 1947. (Oh.) So, Ijust
pitched in, everybody. I did...I did most of the cooking although all of them could
cook pretty good.

Q:

So your children were young? They were in their early teen.. .ten, eleven, twelve years
old?

A:

Yeah, yeah, yeah. Had one in the first grade, Kim. She was born in.. in ‘50. These
three are.. .that the... it was in the first grade. I know that. Got the file here. Bob was
the youngest. He was born in ‘55 Jim was born in 1950. I can’t...
.

Q:

So your wife died in ‘57?

A:

See Jim...Jim was born in ‘45.

Q:

Okay. So you were married about ten years?

A:

It would be twenty, wouldn’t it?

Q:

I got.. .1 got the dates mixed up somehow. I thought you were married in ‘37.

A:

‘37 to ‘47. It was ‘5$. She was forty-seven when she died. That’s where I get the
forty-seven. So I had quite a lively time around here.

Q:

What other kind of technology changes do you remember that.. .that were taking place
in agriculture? You mentioned the milking and then you mentioned the...

A:

Feeding.

Q:

Feeding, okay.

A:

Breeding improved although it started somewhat sooner but it was improving. That’s
in livestock. Of course, as far as crops are concerned there was a tremendous change
in crops. Which is due to breeding.

Q:

All right, so the corn especially.

A:

Corn. They had new varieties coming out in vegetables which they.. which they use.
And machinery-wise it was a lot of changes in tractors. There were all kinds of
equipment. I think it brought all kinds of loads she didn’t used to have.

Q:

Tractors came out in the early ‘30’s, late’20’s?

A:

Oh, early.. .early’20’s. They had tractor on that fruit farm. Just started to use them
about that time.

Q:

What were the roads like?

A:

What’s that?

Q:

The roads, what were the roads like back in the ‘3 0’s?

A:

Oh, about half dirt and half paved. And in the ‘30’s or late ‘20’s, the Grange was
what was responsible for getting the State out of the mud. You heard of that
program?

Q:

No, go ahead.

A:

Lewis Tolles was the Master. The Grange want to go on a campaign and they got a
lot of country..Aot of roads were paved.
They were brought up to axels, you
know? (Oh.) You know, a lot of places in the spring.

Q:

Mud.

A:

Yeah, mud. And...

Q:

So this was in the State or this was Nationally.

A:

State.

Q:

Okay, all right.

A:

And he got subsoil for roads. Roads improved and made a lot of difference. Well, the
the dirt road by our house, Green Hollow Road was dirt up until sometime in the

Q:

And these same roads are the ones that are bringing all the people to live out in the
country.

A:

Right, that’s right.

Q:

So the roads preceded electricity? The good roads? Or about the same time?

A:

I would say the roads came after the electricity.

Q:

And what was the man’s name in Connecticut in the Grange?

A:

Lewis Tolles.

Q:

Tolls as in like atoll road?

A:

T-O-L-L-E-S I think it was. From Southington.

Q:

from Southington. Okay.

A:

He was a member of the Legislature, a Master of the Grange and he was quite
instrumental in getting things organized in the State. It got the State out of the mud.

Q:

Yep, indeed. Amazing.

A:

They weren’t any State funds for the road... funds which they hadn’t before.

Q:

What kinds of association did you have with the Farm Bureau?

A:

‘When I was younger, we didn’t.. well we just the.. .1 remember we used to get some
material which we used at home or read. I don’t remember going to too many
meetings back then. Always backed them; I was connected with them.

Q:

You mentioned before you’d gone to an Extension meeting with the neighbor’s
corn.. .the man’s corn that was producing so much. Did you do anything else with
Extension much?

A:

No, I didn’t participate particularly. Not as an officer or anything else. I had been a
member. I had belonged. Not many left.

Q:

Well, there are wonderful people who are. Anything else you’d like to talk about?

A:

Well, I don’t know. I guess I’ve done pretty well.

Q:

We’ve covered a lot haven’t we? I want to thank you very, very much for.. .for taking
the time. It. ..it’s important and the role you played certainly.. .oh., I know, there was
one other question I was going to ask about Vo-Ag teachers. As you got together,
these.. .this was your connecting link to a lot of information and so on to have.. .have
you been able to stay in contact over the years with.. .with people you knew back
through that?

A:

Yes. Yes, I’ve kept in contact except for the last few years I haven’t done too well. I
kept in contact.

Q:

Did you socialize with other Vo-Ag teachers and their wives?

A:

Yeah.

Q:

So in an area of the State, how many different Vo-Ag teachers would there be like.. .in
the northwest part of the State?

A:

Well, we had one in Winsted at Woodbury. That’s all right now ‘cause
Used to be
a department at New Milford which they don’t have anymore. We had the regional
Vo-Ags came in you know?

Q:

That’s true, that’s a big change.

A:

That’s right. ---was instrumental and did a lot of work to get those going. So we
were regionalized from the begiiming up here, six towns. So the other schools became
regional schools and now and then one called up but he came into the regional Vo-Ag
Department.

Q:

So a student could transfer to a different school if they wanted to specialize in Vo-Ag?

A:

They gotta want to ---at Litchfield. I forgot to mention Litch.field ‘cause they draw
from Warren, Morris and Goshen. ---they had and surrounding towns. ---of course
picks up New Milford and all that area down in there. They’re big.

Q:

So what’s being taught now? I mean, if we have smaller farms and we have more
horses and we have larger farms. I mean, you have. ..it’s like they’ve gone both ways.

A:

Yeah. You’re talking about dairy farms being large.

Q:

Or whatever kind of...yes. And then the other. ..what’s happened to the rest of the
property, the land?

A:

They’re making raising a.. .it’s been picked up by these larger farms (Oh.)and rented
(Okay.) like Jack here rents part of the land all over the place for hay and corn.

---

Q:

So the people who...so the people keep their farm, rent the land out (That’s right.) and
they continue to live there?

A:

That’s right and then the Ag programs, of course, are very diversified because
agriculture is diversified. Those are the main changes and those that made changes
have gotten large and increased departments like the guy down at Housatonic and
and these places. Another thing that they... at our school here, everybody has to
take.. in the freshman incoming class, have to take a unit in Agriculture during the
year. They have to take Agriculture, Industrial Arts, Homemaking and Business, boys
and girls. So we pick up quite a few that way.

Q:

Do the people who live in this area now... are they oldtimers or are they new people
who have come in?

A:

Oh, we got...we got both. We got quite a few oldtimers but a lot of new people
coming in.

Q:

But they’re not farming? They’re living here.

A:

They’re part-time or hobby farming, you know. A lot of.. well, I think...I think they
got aqua... aquaculture down here. Pre-vet, a pre-vet course and a horse course and
they break it down into the soil.. .used to be crops one year and livestock another
year. Now it’s run into different segments...

Q:

In the same year?

A:

Yeah, ---but a bigger variety. It no wonder why they were doing good is because of, I
think, of the variety.

Q:

And then if you want to take a second year, you can take a second year?

A:

That’s.. oh, yes. Yeah. And then. they’ve got these courses that you can change
from one to the other. They’ve got quite a variety and they’re just picking up students
that’s all. And their approaches ---in the regular classroom work in a way...although
we’ve got a lot of changes in the high school which are very similar to what we’re
doing in Vo Ag. Been doing it for years.

Q:

The one-to-one and the individual...?

A:
•

Q:

Teaching and ---but we’ve been doing that for years. That’s not new in the Ag
Department.
Well again, thank you very, very much. We’ve spent an hour and a half. Do you
realize? Thank you.

